
LJWL:  PLO Data – Languages, 2023-24 

LJWL  
PLO Data for Languages, FA23-SP24 

  
Learning Outcome 1:   
Students will be able to write essays without significant errors of grammar, spelling, or vocabulary usage that would 
impede comprehension by a native speaker.  
  
Outcome Measure:  
Written Essay as administered by an Exit Assessment Writing Prompt as part of the SPA 4085 Capstone Course.  
  
Criteria for Success (how you judge if the students have met your standards):  
The criteria set by the Department establish that 70% of graduating students will reach the Advanced Level of 
writing according to the ACTFL. An Advanced Low Level will be considered a score of 85%. The criteria set by the 
Department establish that 70% of graduating students will achieve at least the Advanced Low Level of writing (85%) 
as set by the ACTFL standards.  
  

Aligned with DQP Learning Areas (circle one or more but not all five):  
1. Specialized Knowledge  
2. Broad Integrative Knowledge  
3. Intellectual Skills/Core Competencies  
4. Applied and Collaborative Learning, and  
5. Civic and Global Learning  

  
Longitudinal Data:  

  
Writing  2019-20  2020-21  2021-22  2022-23 2023-2024* 
Student 1  85% Adv Mid  90% Adv High  90% Adv High  90% Adv High 90% Adv Mid 
Student 2  90% Adv High  90% Adv High  90% Adv High  90% Adv High 90% Adv Mid 
Student 3  90% Adv High       90% Adv Mid 
Student 4  90% Adv High       85% Adv Low 
Student 5     85% Adv Low 

  
 *NOTE: The percentages and levels were adjusted in 2023-24, per the ACTFL rubric below, so that the highest level 
“Superior” is at 100% instead of 95%, and this adjusts all category scores up by 5%. For this reason, there is a 
discrepancy between 2023-24 and previous years. 
 
Conclusions Drawn from Data:  
The Language Faculty assessed all of the writing components using the ACTFL Writing Rubric. The Language Faculty 
as a whole designated the levels and scores according to the criteria established by the rubric. The established 
goals were met or exceeded.  
For 2023-24, the timed in-class essay was a newly designed prompt, which tested students’ ability to write and 
their grammar level, as well as their analytical skills and interpretation of quantitative data related to the Spanish 
speaking population. 
  
Changes to be Made Based on Data:  
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Since the targets set were met, no changes in the assessment process are needed at this time.  
  
Rubric Used  
ACTFL Writing Rubric:  (below)  
  
    
    
ACTFL WRITING RUBRIC:  

 
  

ACTFL Key (corresponds to proficiency levels for oral and writing abilities):  
  

NOVICE  INTERMEDIATE  ADVANCED  SUPERIOR  

LOW= 55%  LOW=70%  LOW=85%  100%  
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MID=60%  MID=75%  MID=90%    

HIGH= 65%  HIGH=80%  HIGH=95%    
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Learning Outcome 2:   
Students will be able to comprehend the main idea and most details of connected oral discourse by a native 
speaker on a variety of topics.  
  
Outcome Measure:  
An Oral Proficiency Interview was administered during the departmental Exit Interview.  
  
Criteria for Success (how do you judge if the students have met your standards):  
The criteria set by the department establishes that 70% of graduating students will achieve at least the Advanced 
Low Level (80%) as set by the OPI ACTFL standards.  
  

Aligned with DQP Learning Areas (circle one or more but not all five):  
1. Specialized Knowledge  
2. Broad Integrative Knowledge  
3. Intellectual Skills/Core Competencies  
4. Applied and Collaborative Learning, and  
5. Civic and Global Learning  

  
Longitudinal Data:  

  
Oral  2019-20  2020-21  2021-22  2022-23 2023-24 
Student 1  80% Adv Low  80% Adv Low  85% Adv Mid  80% Adv Low 90% Adv Mid 
Student 2  80% Adv Low  85% Adv Mid  85% Adv Mid  85% Adv Mid 90% Adv Mid 
Student 3  80% Adv Low       90% Adv Mid 
Student 4  90% Adv High       95% Adv High 
Student 5     85% Adv Low 

  
  

Conclusions Drawn from Data:  
The established goals were met or exceeded.  

  
Changes to be Made Based on Data:  
Since the targets set were met, no changes in the assessment process are needed at this time.  

  
Rubric Used  
OPI ACTFL Standards  (see next page)  
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Learning Outcome 3: 
Students will be able to converse in a participatory fashion with a native speaker using a variety of language 
strategies to convey meaning.  

  
Outcome Measure:  
An Oral Proficiency Interview was administered during the departmental Exit Interview.  

  
Criteria for Success (how do you judge if the students have met your standards):  
The criteria set by the department establishes that 70% of graduating students will achieve at least the Advanced 
Low Level (80%) as set by the OPI ACTFL standards.  

  
Aligned with DQP Learning Areas (circle one or more but not all five):  
1. Specialized Knowledge  
2. Broad Integrative Knowledge  
3. Intellectual Skills/Core Competencies  
4. Applied and Collaborative Learning, and  
5. Civic and Global Learning  

  
Longitudinal Data:  

  
Oral  2019-20  2020-21  2021-22  2022-23 2023-24 
Student 1  80% Adv Low  80% Adv Low  85% Adv Mid  80% Adv Low 90% Adv Mid 
Student 2  80% Adv Low  85% Adv Mid   85% Adv Mid  85% Adv Mid 90% Adv Mid 
Student 3  80% Adv Low       90% Adv Mid 
Student 4  90% Adv High       95% Adv High 
Student 5     85% Adv Low 

  
  

Conclusions Drawn from Data:  
The established goals were met or exceeded.  

  
Changes to be Made Based on Data:  
Since the targets set were met, no changes in the assessment process are needed at this time.  

  
  

Rubric Used  
OPI ACTFL Standards (see PLO 2 rubric)  

  
  
  
    
  



 

Learning Outcome 4:  
Students will be able to analyze and interpret target language texts and data sets according to their cultural,  
literary, and /or linguistic content.  
  
Outcome Measure:  
Written Literary Analysis from Portfolio. Assignments were administered as part of the SPA 4085 Capstone Course  
  
Criteria for Success (how do you judge if the students have met your standards):  
The criteria set by the Department establish that 70% of graduating students will reach the Advanced Level of writing 
according to the ACTFL. An Advanced Low Level will be considered a score of 80%. The criteria set by the Department 
establish that 70% of graduating students will achieve at least the Advanced Low Level of writing (80%) as set by the 
ACTFL standards.  
  

Aligned with DQP Learning Areas (circle one or more but not all five):  
1. Specialized Knowledge  
2. Broad Integrative Knowledge  
3. Intellectual Skills/Core Competencies  
4. Applied and Collaborative Learning, and  
5. Civic and Global Learning  

  
Longitudinal Data:  

  
Portfolio - 
writing   

2019-20  2020-21  2021-22  2022-23 2023-24 

Student 1  85% Adv Mid  90% Adv High  95% Superior  90% Adv High 95% Adv High 
Student 2  90% Adv High  90% Adv High  90% Adv High  90& Adv High 95% Adv High 
Student 3  90% Adv High       95% Adv High 
Student 4  90% Adv High       100% Superior 
Student 5     95% Adv High 

  
  

Conclusions Drawn from Data:  
The Language Faculty assessed all of the writing components using the ACTFL Writing Rubric. The established goals 
were met or exceeded.  

  
Changes to be Made Based on Data:  
Since the targets set were met, no changes in the assessment process are needed at this time.  

  
Rubric Used  
ACTFL Writing Rubric (see PLO 1 for rubric)  

  
  
    

  



 

Learning Outcome 5:   
Students will be able to display knowledge of the nature and structure of language.  
  
Outcome Measure:  
Written Essay as administered by an Exit Assessment Writing Prompt. Assignments were administered as part of the 
SPA 4085 Capstone Course  
  
Criteria for Success (how do you judge if the students have met your standards):  
The criteria set by the Department establish that 70% of graduating students will achieve at least the Advanced Low 
Level of writing (80%) as set by the ACTFL standards.  
  
Aligned with DQP Learning Areas (circle one or more but not all five):  

1. Specialized Knowledge  
2. Broad Integrative Knowledge  
3. Intellectual Skills/Core Competencies  
4. Applied and Collaborative Learning, and  
5. Civic and Global Learning  

  
Longitudinal Data:  

  
Writing  2019-20  2020-21  2021-22  2022-23 2023-24 
Student 1  85% Adv Mid  90% Adv High  90% Adv High  90% Adv High 90% Adv Mid 
Student 2  85% Adv Mid  90% Adv High  90% Adv High  90% Adv High 90% Adv Mid 
Student 3  80% Adv Low       90% Adv Mid 
Student 4  95% Superior       85% Adv Low 
Student 5     85% Adv Low 

  
  

Conclusions Drawn from Data:  
The Language Faculty assessed all of the writing components using the ACTFL Writing Rubric. The established goals 
were met or exceeded.  
For 2023-24, the timed in-class essay was a newly designed prompt, which tested students’ ability to write and their 
grammar level, as well as their analytical skills and interpretation of quantitative data related to the Spanish 
speaking population. 

  
Changes to be Made Based on Data:  
Since the targets set were met, no changes in the assessment process are needed at this time.  

  
Rubric Used  
ACTFL Writing Rubric (see PLO 1 for rubric)  

  
  
  
    
  



 

Learning Outcome 6:  
Students will be able to discuss the influence of their own perspective on cultural interconnections through  
engagement with local, national, or international communities.  
  
Outcome Measure:  
Reflective Essay on Study Abroad Experience administered by an Exit Assessment Writing and included in the portfolio.   
  
Criteria for Success (how do you judge if the students have met your standards):  
The criteria set by the Department establish that 70% of graduating seniors will successfully make connections between 
their own culture and the cultures represented by the target countries.  
  

Aligned with DQP Learning Areas (circle one or more but not all five):  
1. Specialized Knowledge  
2. Broad Integrative Knowledge  
3. Intellectual Skills/Core Competencies  
4. Applied and Collaborative Learning, and  
5. Civic and Global Learning  

  
Longitudinal Data:  

  
Writing  2019-20  2020-21  2021-22  2022-23 2023-24 
Student 1  80% Adv Low  90% Adv High  90% Adv High  90% Adv High 95% Adv High 
Student 2  80% Adv Low  90% Adv High  90% Adv High  90% Adv High 95% Adv High 
Student 3  85% Adv Mid       95% Adv High 
Student 4  90% Adv High       95% Adv High 
Student 5     95% Adv High 

  
Conclusions Drawn from Data:  
The Language Faculty assessed all of the writing components using the ACTFL Writing Rubric. The Language Faculty as a 
whole designated the levels and scores according to the criteria established by the rubric. The established goals were 
met or exceeded.  
  
Changes to be Made Based on Data:  
Since the targets set were met, no changes in the assessment process are needed at this time.  
  
Rubric Used  
ACTFL Writing Rubric (see PLO 1 for rubric)  
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