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LJWL(es) 

LIT 3050 

3 units 

Spring 2024 

M/W 1:00 pm – 2:15 pm 

Liberty Station (LST) 202 

Final Exam: Monday, 29 April, 1:30 – 4:00 pm | LST 202 

 

Instructor title and name: Dr. Breeann Kyte Kirby 

WhatsApp:  

Instagram:  @naturenarratives 

Email: bkirby@pointloma.edu 

Office location and hours: BAC 108 | by appointment only 
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PLNU Mission 

To Teach ~ To Shape ~ To Send 

Point Loma Nazarene University exists to provide higher education in a vital Christian 

community where minds are engaged and challenged, character is modeled and formed, and 

service is an expression of faith. Being of Wesleyan heritage, we strive to be a learning 

community where grace is foundational, truth is pursued, and holiness is a way of life. 

Foundational Explorations Mission 

PLNU provides a foundational course of study in the liberal arts informed by the life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ. In keeping with the Wesleyan tradition, the curriculum equips 

students with a broad range of knowledge and skills within and across disciplines to enrich major 

study, lifelong learning, and vocational service as Christ-like participants in the world’s diverse 

societies and culture.  

Course Description 

What am I going to learn in this class? 

LIT 3050, World Literature—Comic Book Edition! offers a semester-long examination of 

graphic voices from a variety of backgrounds around the world. By listening to these writers, we 

will address questions about gender, race, class, and agency. Specifically, we will focus on the 

global nature of comics and how they both reinforce and critique the stories we tell about 

ourselves and others, examining how these comics address social issues in various genres and 

styles. 

 

We will read novels, short stories, non-fiction, and critical essays in a graphic format; we'll then 

discuss and question how these texts create their impact and lead us towards the larger 

conversation of how literature can offer moments of transformation. Class lectures will provide 

you with important historical/biographical information and literary theory/terminology to put 

these works in context. Together, we will develop the means to engage in intelligent literary 

discussion and analysis. 

 

The PLNU catalog says that LIT 3050 is 

An advanced study of works, primarily in translation. The course focuses on selected 

themes, topics, and/or eras and places the works in their cultural 

contexts.  Prerequisite(s): Fulfillment of the College Composition requirement,   

LIT 2000, and Junior or Senior standing.  

Why do I have to take this course? 

The short answer is that you need this course or one like it to graduate. The better answer is that 

this course will make you aware of how stories affect our lives—an awareness you can take from 

https://catalog.pointloma.edu/preview_course_nopop.php?catoid=41&coid=31847
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the classroom into many areas of your life. Being able to listen to/read, analyze, synthesize, and 

enact stories gives you agency1 in whatever field you may enter. 

 

The more official answer is that this course is one of the components of the Foundational 

Explorations Program (FELO) at Point Loma Nazarene University, under the category of 

Exploring Arts and Culture. By including this course in a common educational experience for 

undergraduates, faculty supports a survey of human endeavors from a historical, cultural, 

linguistic, and philosophical perspective, including developing critical appreciation of human 

expression—both artistic and literary (PLNU Catalog). 

Program, Course, and Institutional Learning Outcomes 

The Institutional (ILO) and Foundational Explorations (FELO) Learning Outcomes addressed in 

this class are as follows:2 

 

Context: Learning, Informed by our Faith in Christ 

ILO #1: Students will acquire knowledge of human cultures and the physical and natural world 

while developing skills and habits that foster life-long learning 

FELO 1a Written Communication: Students will be able to effectively express ideas and 

information to others through written communication. 

FELO 1b Oral Communication: Students will be able to effectively express ideas and 

information to others through oral communication. 

FELO 1c Information Literacy: Students will be able to access and cite information as well as 

evaluate the logic, validity, and relevance of information from a variety of sources. 

FELO 1d Critical Thinking: Students will be able to examine, critique, and synthesize 

information in order to arrive at reasoned conclusions. 

FELO 1e Quantitative Reasoning: Students will be able to solve problems that are quantitative 

in nature. 

Context: Growing, In a Christ-Centered Faith Community 

ILO #2:  Students will develop a deeper and more informed understanding of self and others as 

they negotiate complex environments 

FELO 2a Students will develop an understanding of self that fosters personal wellbeing.  

FELO 2b Students will understand and appreciate diverse forms of artistic expression.  

FELO 2c Students will demonstrate an understanding of the complex issues faced by 

diverse groups in global and/or cross-cultural contexts.  

Context: Serving, In a Context of Christian Faith 

 

1 The ability to act with power and authority. 
2 SLOs have been taken from Dr. Pedersen’s LIT 3053 syllabus. 
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ILO#3:  Students will serve locally and/or globally in vocational and social settings 

FELO 3 Students will demonstrate an understanding of Christian Scripture, Tradition, and 

Ethics, including engagement in acts of devotion and works of mercy. 

Course Learning Outcomes for LIT 3050: World Literature 

CLO 1 Students will closely read and critically analyze texts. (FELO 1d, 2b, 2c) 

CLO 2 Students will recall, identify, and use fundamental concepts of literary study to read 

texts: terms, modes/genres, element, periods (dates, writers, characteristics, developments). 

(FELO 1d, 2b) 

CLO 3 Students will connect the literary works with their own lives and with the social, 

cultural, and historical contexts of the works and their authors. (FELO 1d, 2b, 2c) 

Required Texts and Recommended Study Resources 

What do I have to buy for this class? 

1. McCloud, Scott. Understanding Comics 

ISBN: 97800609762552 

2. Abouet, Marguerite and Clement Oubrerie. Aya: Life in Yop City 

ISBN: 9781770460829  

Or 

ISBN: 9781894937900 

*Please note the ISBNs; this title has a few different versions. This title is also 

on reserve at the library and in Jon Manning’s textbook lending library. 

3. Moon, Fábio and Gabriel Bá. Daytripper 

ISBN: 9781401229696 

4. Abirached, Zeina. A Game For Swallows 

ISBN: 9781575059419 

5. Bui, Thi. The Best We Could Do 

ISBN: 9781419718786 

6. Takei, George: They Called Us Enemy  

ISBN: 9781603094504 

7. Hayao Mizazaki: Nausicaä Vol 1  

ISBN 9781591164081 

8. Some printouts from other material placed in the Canvas Course Reader as well as a few 

written assignments. I AM NOT KIDDING. Plan for ~$50 

9. Various office supplies (highlighters, pens, stapler, Scotch tape, paper for notes) 
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**In the interest of lightening the financial burden of college education, I have placed our 

additional readings on Canvas rather than constructing a course reader. You must read this 

material before class AND either bring in printouts of the pages or a NON CELL PHONE 

device to read them on. If you do not, I will sweetly ask you to leave class to retrieve the 

materials (including books on the days we read the above book). Point Loma Nazarene 

University, as a non-profit educational institution, is entitled by law to use materials protected 

by the US Copyright Act for classroom education. However, any use of those materials outside 

the course may violate the law.** 

Course Credit Hour Information 

While, I have listed the assignments as percentages of your grade, I also have determined how 

long it should take for you to complete each one. For example, I expect each quiz to take you no 

more than 30 minutes; thus, I’ve allotted 5 hours for you to take ten quizzes. To meet 

accreditation, you are expected to spend 112.5 - 125 hours on this course (~37.5 hours per unit). 

Below is the breakdown of hours to reach that goal: 

 

Hours Activity  

55 Reading  

36 Class Participation (including 

meeting, various activities, and any 

online requirements) 

 

29.5 Assignments  

 Contract 1 

 Quizzes 5 

 INSTAdiscussions 10 

 Presentation 4 

 FE Reflection Paper 3 

 Creative Response 3 

 Midterm 1 

 Final  2.5 

TOTAL HOURS   

120.5   

 

Of course, some of you will take shorter or longer to do a particular activity. The goal here isn’t 

to be perfectly accurate, just fair in assessment of how long an activity should take you. I will not 

be giving partial credit for activities: you either get full credit or not at all (in which case, I will 

give you an opportunity to try again).  

Assessment and Grading 

How do I pass this course? 

1. Participate in this course 

2. Do all the assignments 

3.Turn them in on time 
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What does that look like? 

You will read a lot for this course. Granted they all are comic books of some type, but you will 

be expected to read, engage with the text, and have thoughts about it. The weekly reading 

quizzes will help you stay on task with the reading. Because comics by their nature are a visual 

medium there are no audio comic books. If you prefer to read your books aurally, you may want 

to look into another literature course. Further, some of these comics do have an animated 

equivalent; however, as you well know, the movie is rarely like the book. I would advise you to 

actually read our texts, perhaps even revel in the fact you are getting to look at some amazing 

and entertaining art for an upper division college course. 

 

You will get the benefit from this course in proportion to how much you engage with the content. 

I expect you to read, engage with the text, and have thoughts about it. The weekly reading 

quizzes will help you stay on task with the reading. And there will be some sort of writing due 

every week usually in the form of Instagram posts. This isn’t to scare you but to let you know the 

pacing of the course.  

 

What are the specific assignments?3 

Contract (10%): You will write a contract for the grade you wish to earn in this class and  

 evaluate yourself with regards to the contract at the middle of the semester and the end.  

Quizzes (10%):  There will be 12 quizzes that will cover our readings. You need to do 10 of  

the12 with a minimum grade. These quizzes will happen about once a week on Canvas. 

There will be no make-up quizzes given.     

INSTAdiscussions (20%): As we read and discuss our texts, I will post discussion  

questions on Instagram. You must post on the due date, and comment (in addition to 

liking) at least two other of your classmate’s responses. I will post 12 questions; you must 

respond to 10. 

Midterm (8%): You will take a comprehensive midterm.   

FE Reflection Paper (10%): Drawing from your experience in class, you will choose one  

work from our course readings that has impacted your understanding and appreciation of 

cultural perspectives to some degree and write a 2- to 3-page response. It will be 

submitted in MLA format both in paper copy and on Canvas at the final exam.   

*/**Presentation (10%): You will craft a 4-minute presentation to present the emerging  

issues, structures, themes, and authorial background of a graphic writer/illustrator of your 

choice (and genre) we have NOT read together as a class. The selections will be assigned 

on a first come, first served basis. It will be your job to make your classmates and Prof. 

Kirby wish that we had been assigned to read your chosen text. More details and rubric 

for this assignment are on Canvas. 

**Creative Derivative from Class Text (7%):  You will create a creative derivative  

inspired by one of our texts. This response can be a short comic, a performance, a written 

story or poem, a video—pretty much you can respond in any creative way you’d like. 

You will do a short presentation of your work. 

Final (10%): You will take a comprehensive final.   

 

3 * denotes a B grade assignment/ ** denotes an A grade assignment. 
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Course Participation (15%):   Effective learning happens in a dynamic environment.  

Therefore, you must interact with the instructor and the other students regularly. If you 

wish to earn your participation grade, you must have a good attitude; you must read all of 

the readings; you must do the participation assignments on Canvas or in class; and you 

must speak out. Use of cell phones will not be permitted unless you have an academic 

accommodation OR I give you specific permission. Other electronic reading devices are 

allowed on the days we have comics in digital format; however, if you use your device 

to disengage from course discussion, I will sweetly ask you to leave that day and try 

again next time. 

 

*For all of these assignments, further instructions will be given on Canvas and/or in class* 

 

How will I know my grade in the course? 

To eliminate grade anxiety, I’ve set this course up on a contract grading model. This model 

means that you can choose which grade you would like to earn right now at the beginning of 

the semester and then allocate your time wisely to earning that grade. A written contract is due 

at the beginning of the course that states the grade you intend to earn in the course as well as the 

work you will do to meet contract; I will then work with you to ensure you meet your learning 

goals. At two other points in the semester, you will evaluate your contract and contribution to the 

course. You are free to change your mind during the semester about what grade you wish to earn, 

but we must then meet to negotiate your new contract. 

 

I will not accept work that is unfocused and rife with grammatical and logical errors and typos. If 

you happen to submit an assignment that appears to be the product of lazy engagement with the 

material, you risk not meeting the conditions of our grade contract; I will allow you the 

opportunity to redo two assignments if they do not meet the standards of your contract, not 

including quizzes and INSTAdiscussion. If I accept your work, it means you met contract and 

are earning the grade you chose. I assume that none of you want a grade of D or F; if you are 

interested in a grade lower than a C, please contact me to discuss your options. 

 

Just like the rest of life, you won’t earn partial credit for activities: you either get full credit or 

not at all (in which case, I will give you an opportunity to try again). 

 

So what do I need to get for a contracted grade? 

70-79%: C 

To earn a C grade in this course, you will 

1. Carefully read each assigned text (part of participation 15%); 

2. Create a contract for your grade, evaluating it twice in the semester (10%); 

3. Participate in the classroom and Canvas activities (part of participation 15%); 

4. Turn in your assignments on time; 

5. Miss no more than 3 classes this semester; 

6. Come to class on time; 

7. Pass 10 quizzes with an average score of 60% (7%); 

8. Pass the midterm with an average score of 60% (8%) 

9. Contribute to 7 discussion questions on Instagram (15%); 
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10. Submit your FE Response Paper (10%); 

11. Pass the final with an average score of 60% (7%). 

 

*For a grade of C+, you will produce high-quality work and be an active and positive 

contributor to our classes, offering a respectful spirit and coming up with insightful ideas and 

worthwhile feedback both in the classroom and on Instagram. 

 

I will not accept work that does not meet with the quality expected of a C. If you do not do C- 

quality work, then I will not accept it. The fluctuation in the percentage allows that there can be 

variable effort and quality put in at the C level. Thus you can earn a C- or a C+. 

 

80-89%: B 

To earn a B grade in this class, you will do all of the above C assignments as well as 

1. Pass 10 quizzes with an average score of 70% (8%); 

2. Contribute to 10 discussion questions on Instagram (20%); 

3. Create and submit a 4-minute presentation on a comic that we have NOT read together as 

a class, signing up for this presentation via Canvas (10%). 

 

*For a grade of B+, you will produce high-quality work and be an active and positive 

contributor to our classes, offering a respectful spirit and coming up with insightful ideas and 

worthwhile feedback both in the classroom and on Instagram. 

 

I will not accept work that does not meet with the quality expected of a B. If you do not do B- 

quality work, then I will not accept it. The fluctuation in the percentage allows that there can be 

variable effort and quality put in at the B level. Thus you can earn a B- or a B+. 

 

90-100%: A 

To earn an A grade in this class, you will do all of the assignments listed for B and C 

assignments as well as 

1. Pass 10 quizzes with an average score of 80% (9%); 

2. Create and present a creative derivative to one of our course readings (7%). 

 

*For a grade of A, you will be an active and positive contributor to our classes, offering a 

respectful spirit and coming up with insightful ideas and worthwhile feedback. 

 

I will not accept work that does not meet with the quality expected of an A. If you do not do  

A-quality work, then I will not accept it. The fluctuation in the percentage allows that there can 

be variable effort and quality put in at the A level. Thus you can earn an A- or an A (sorry there 

are no A+s, but you are all A+ in my heart). 

 

It’s halfway through the course, and I haven’t had any emails from you about my grade. 

How will I know if I am awesome and still on contract? Should I be nervous? 

First, you are awesome! Never doubt that. Your grades do not make you an awesome person; 

how you engage in life does. But I know we all care about grades, so second, if you are doing the 

assignments according to one of the contracts listed above and you have not heard from me about 

them, it means that you are doing a great job and are on track for your contracted grade. The 
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only time I will initiate contact about your grade is if you are NOT meeting your contract. 

However, you are always welcome to ask me about your grade or performance in the course at 

any time in the semester. 

 

Grades will be based on the following: 

A B C D F 

 A  93-100  B+ 87-89  C+ 77-79  D+ 67-69  F  Less than 59 

 A- 90-92  B   83-86  C   73-76  D  63-66   

   B- 80-82  C- 70-72  D- 60-62  

Final Examination Policy 

Successful completion of this class requires taking the final examination on its scheduled day. 

The final examination schedule is posted on the Class Schedules site. If you find yourself 

scheduled for three (3) or more final examinations on the same day, you are authorized to contact 

each professor to arrange a different time for one of those exams. However, unless you have 

three (3) or more exams on the same day, no requests for alternative final examinations will be 

granted. 

Content Warning 

What if I encounter something in this course that feels uncomfortable or triggers me? 

I acknowledge that each of you comes to PLNU with your own unique life experiences. This 

contributes to the way you perceive various types of information. In ESI 2050, all of the class 

content, including that which may be intellectually or emotionally challenging, has been 

intentionally curated to achieve the learning goals for this course. The decision to include such 

material is not taken lightly. While I cannot possibly know the topics that will be troubling to 

each individual, I know that sometimes we can encounter topics that are intellectually 

challenging and can manifest in feelings of discomfort and upset. In response, I encourage you to 

come talk to me or your friends or family about it. Class topics are discussed for the sole purpose 

of expanding your intellectual engagement in the area of environmental studies, and I will 

support you throughout your learning in this course.  

 

You can also read more about my policy about potentially triggering content in my pinned posts 

on Instagram: @naturenarratives  

Incompletes and Late Assignments  

All assignments are to be submitted/turned in by the beginning of the class session when they are 

due—including assignments posted in Canvas.  Incompletes will only be assigned in extremely 

unusual circumstances. 

http://www.pointloma.edu/experience/academics/class-schedules
http://www.pointloma.edu/experience/academics/class-schedules
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That said, sometimes life happens. If you turn in a late assignment, you risk negating your 

contract. We will talk about this further as a class. 

 

What if you don’t accept an assignment? 

If your assignment does not meet the standard of our contract, I will hand it back to you. You 

will then have until the next class period to revise it to meet contract. You have 2 redos in the 

semester.  

 

What if I don’t turn in an assignment at all? 

I will still like you. However, failing to do assignments (or adequately revising any ones I 

request) will result in a voided contract and a possible letter grade of D or F for the course. Of 

course, you should chat with me about any circumstances that maybe had you miss an 

assignment because we may be able to revise your contract to a satisfactory end. 

Spiritual Care 

Please be aware PLNU strives to be a place where you grow as whole persons. To this end, we 

provide resources for our students to encounter God and grow in their Christian faith.   

If students have questions, a desire to meet with the chaplain or have prayer requests you can 

contact your professor or the Office of Spiritual Life and Formation. 

State Authorization 

State authorization is a formal determination by a state that Point Loma Nazarene University is 

approved to conduct activities regulated by that state. In certain states outside California, Point 

Loma Nazarene University is not authorized to enroll online (distance education) students.  If a 

student moves to another state after admission to the program and/or enrollment in an online 

course, continuation within the program and/or course will depend on whether Point Loma 

Nazarene University is authorized to offer distance education courses in that state.  It is the 

student’s responsibility to notify the institution of any change in his or her physical 

location.  Refer to the map on State Authorization to view which states allow online (distance 

education) outside of California. 

PLNU Copyright Policy 

Point Loma Nazarene University, as a non-profit educational institution, is entitled by law to use 

materials protected by the US Copyright Act for classroom education. Any use of those materials 

outside the class may violate the law. 

PLNU Academic Honesty Policy 

Students should demonstrate academic honesty by doing original work and by giving appropriate 

credit to the ideas of others. Academic dishonesty is the act of presenting information, ideas, 

https://www.pointloma.edu/offices/student-life-formation
https://www.pointloma.edu/offices/office-institutional-effectiveness-research/disclosures


 

 

LIT3050 | 11 

and/or concepts as one’s own when in reality they are the results of another person’s creativity 

and effort. A faculty member who believes a situation involving academic dishonesty has been 

detected may assign a failing grade for that assignment or examination, or, depending on the 

seriousness of the offense, for the course. Faculty should follow and students may appeal using 

the procedure in the university Catalog. See Academic Policies for definitions of kinds of 

academic dishonesty and for further policy information. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy 

If it is part of your process, you are allowed to use Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools (e.g, 

ChatGPT, iA Writer, Marmot, Botowski, etc.) in this course. However, you are required to speak 

to me before you begin an assignment about how you plan to use this tool in your work (ALL 

assignments even INSTAdiscussions and quizzes). Another thing to note: most publications 

DO NOT allow use of AI in creative works. At this current cultural moment, using AI will limit 

where you can publish.  

Any work that utilizes AI-based tools must be clearly identified as such, including the specific 

tool(s) used. For example, if you use ChatGPT, you must cite ChatGPT including the version 

number, year, month and day of the query and the statement “Generated using 

OpenAI. https://chat.openai.com/." 

Further, you must include with your draft(s) the sequential prompts and methodology that you 

used to generate the creative piece. Failure to indicate AI as part of the work will be 

considered plagiarism.  

It is important that you protect your colleagues' intellectual property. Critiques of your 

colleagues' works may not be done with the help of AI. Providing AI with samples of your 

colleagues' works will result in an F in this course.  

PLNU Academic Accommodations Policy 

PLNU is committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all its programs, services, 

and activities. Students with disabilities may request course-related accommodations by 

contacting the Educational Access Center (EAC), located in the Bond Academic Center 

(EAC@pointloma.edu or 619-849-2486). Once a student’s eligibility for an accommodation has 

been determined, the EAC will issue an academic accommodation plan (“AP”) to all faculty who 

teach courses in which the student is enrolled each semester.   

PLNU highly recommends that students speak with their professors during the first two weeks of 

each semester/term about the implementation of their AP in that particular course and/or if they 

do not wish to utilize some or all of the elements of their AP in that course. 

https://pointloma-public.courseleaf.com/tug-catalog/academic-general-policies/
https://chat.openai.com/
mailto:EAC@pointloma.edu
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Students who need accommodations for a disability should contact the EAC as early as possible 

(i.e., ideally before the beginning of the semester) to assure appropriate accommodations can be 

provided. It is the student’s responsibility to make the first contact with the EAC.  

Language and Belonging 

Point Loma Nazarene University faculty are committed to helping create a safe and hospitable 

learning environment for all students. As Christian scholars we are keenly aware of the power of 

language and believe in treating others with dignity. As such, it is important that our language be 

equitable, inclusive, and prejudice free. Inclusive/Bias-free language is the standard outlined by 

all major academic style guides, including MLA, APA, and Chicago, and it is the expected norm 

in university-level work. Good writing and speaking do not use unsubstantiated or irrelevant 

generalizations about personal qualities such as age, disability, economic class, ethnicity, marital 

status, parentage, political or religious beliefs, race, gender, sex, or sexual orientation. Inclusive 

language also avoids using stereotypes or terminology that demeans persons or groups based on 

age, disability, class, ethnicity, gender, race, language, or national origin. Respectful use of 

language is particularly important when referring to those outside of the religious and lifestyle 

commitments of those in the PLNU community. By working toward precision and clarity of 

language, we mark ourselves as serious and respectful scholars, and we model the Christ-like 

quality of hospitality.  

You may report an incident(s) using the Bias Incident Reporting Form. 

Sexual Misconduct and Discrimination 

In support of a safe learning environment, if you (or someone you know) have experienced any 

form of sexual discrimination or misconduct, including sexual assault, dating or domestic 

violence, or stalking, know that accommodations and resources are available through the Title IX 

Office at pointloma.edu/Title-IX. Please be aware that under Title IX of the Education 

Amendments of 1972, faculty and staff are required to disclose information about such 

misconduct to the Title IX Office. 

If you wish to speak to a confidential employee who does not have this reporting responsibility, 

you can contact Counseling Services at counselingservices@pointloma.edu or find a list of 

campus pastors at pointloma.edu/title-ix.  

PLNU Attendance and Participation Policy 

Regular and punctual attendance at all class sessions is considered essential to optimum 

academic achievement. If the student is absent for more than 10 percent of class sessions (3 

classes), the faculty member will issue a written warning of de-enrollment. If the absences 

exceed 20 percent (6 classes), the student may be de-enrolled without notice until the university 

https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?PointLoma&layout_id=5
http://pointloma.edu/Title-IX
mailto:counselingservices@pointloma.edu
http://pointloma.edu/title-ix
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drop date or, after that date, receive an “F” grade. If you are late four times, this will count as an 

absence.  

Course Modality Definitions 

1. In-Person: Course meetings are face-to-face with no more than 25% online delivery. 

Use of Technology 

In order to be successful, you'll need to meet the minimum technology and system requirements; 

please refer to the Technology and System Requirements information. Problems with technology 

do not relieve you of the responsibility of participating, turning in your assignments, or 

completing your class work. 

This syllabus is a contract. If you continue in this course, 

then you agree to comply with the class policies as stated here. 

  

https://help.pointloma.edu/TDClient/1808/Portal/KB/ArticleDet?ID=108349
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Assignments At-A-Glance 

Schedule 

(*Subject to Change as needed to facilitate course goals*)4: 

**Readings and assignments are due on the date listed.** 

***CR denotes readings found on Canvas.*** 

 

REMEMBER: 

*All INSTAdiscussion POSTS are DUE WEDNESDAY by 11:59pm. 

*All COMMENTS to INSTAposts DUE SATURDAY by 11:59pm. 

 

*Quizzes and other ASSIGNMENTS are DUE by CLASS TIME on the day listed in the 

schedule. 

 

WEEK Date Read Discuss Do/Due 

1 8 January  
Syllabus/Getting to 

Know You  
 

 10 January 

McCloud: Chapter 1 

“Setting the Record 

Straight” 

 
DUE:  

INSTAdiscussion #1  

2 15 January 

CR: Masreel experpt 

from Passionate 

Journey 

 

 

DUE: Quiz #1 (all the 

reading up to this 

point) 

 

4 I reserve the right to change the syllabus as needed to facilitate our course goals. You will receive notification of 

these changes; after which time, you are responsible for required material. 

Disclaimer: This class is taught at the college level; therefore, reading materials may be adult and/or controversial in 

connotation and/or denotation. The purpose of presenting such material is to expose you to various viewpoints—

viewpoints that will act as sources for discussions.  For this reason, no alternate materials will be provided. 

Final Disclaimer: You will write A LOT. Writing is a muscle that must be exercised. 
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CR: Ernst excerpt 

from Une Semaine 

de Bonté 

 

 

17 January 

 

McCloud: Chapter 2 

“The Vocabulary of 

Comics”  

 
DUE: 

INSTAdiscussion #2 

3 22 January 

CR: McCloud 

Making Comics 

Chapter 1 

 

DUE: Quiz #2 

 

 24 January 

CR: Goscinny and 

Uderzo Asterix and 

Cleopatra 

 

DUE: Contract for 

Grade 

DUE: Choose a comic 

for your 4-minute 

presentation (A/B 

contracts) 

DUE: 

INSTAdiscussion #3 

4 29 January 
CR: Hergé Tinin and 

the Picaros 
 DUE: Quiz #3 

 31 January 

McCloud: Chapter 3 

“Blood in the 

Gutter” 

 
DUE: 

INSTAdiscussion #4 

5 5 February 

McCloud: Chapter 4 

“Time Frames”

  

CR: Okorafor and 

various artists 

excerpt from Black 

Panther, Long Live 

the King 

 DUE: Quiz #4 
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 7 February 
Begin reading  

Abirached: A Game 

For Swallows  

No Formal Class 
DUE: 

INSTAdiscussion #5 

6 12 February 

Abirached: A Game 

For Swallows 

(ENTIRE BOOK, 

PLAN 

ACCORDINGLY) 

 DUE: Quiz #5 

 14 February 

McCloud: Chapter 5 

“Living in the Line” 

 

CR: R.Crumb 

excerpt from 

Genesis 

 
DUE: 

INSTAdiscussion #6 

7 19 February 

Miyazaki: Nausicaä 

Vol. 1 (ENTIRE 

BOOK, PLAN 

ACCORDINGLY) 

 DUE: Quiz #6 

 21 February 
CR: Hwa excerpt 

from The Color of 

Earth 

 
DUE: 

INSTAdiscussion #7 

8 26 February 

CR: McCloud 

Making Comics 

Chapter 3  

CR: Masamune 

excerpt from The 

Ghost in the Shell 

 DUE: Quiz #7 

 28 February TBD Design the Midterm 

DUE: Mid-Course 

Survey 

DUE: Choose a focus 

for your 4-minute 

presentation (A/B 

contracts) 
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DUE: Contract 

Reflection #1 

9 4 March  

NO CLASS SPRING BREAK 

 6 March 

10 11 March 

Moon and Bá: 

Daytripper 

(ENTIRE BOOK, 

PLAN 

ACCORDINGLY) 

 DUE: Midterm 

 13 March 
McCloud: Chapter 8 

“A Word About 

Color” 

 

DUE: Quiz #8 

DUE: 

INSTAdiscussion #8 

11 18 March 

Abouet and 

Oubrerie Aya 

(ENTIRE BOOK, 

PLAN 

ACCORDINGLY) 

*On reserve at 

library (remember 

to check for the 

correct ISBN) 

 

  

 20 March 
CR: Sacco Palestine 

(excerpts) 
 

DUE: Quiz #9 

DUE: 

INSTAdiscussion #9 

12 25 March 

CR: McCloud 

Making Comics 

Chapter 4 

 

 DUE: Quiz #10 
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CR: Maroh excerpt 

from Blue is the 

Warmest Color 

 27 March 

McCloud: Chapter 9 

“Putting It All 

Together” 

CR: Gaiman excerpt 

from Sandman 

 
DUE: 

INSTAdiscussion #10 

13 1 April NO CLASS EASTER BREAK 

 3 April 

Bui: The Best We 

Could Do (ENTIRE 

BOOK, PLAN 

ACCORDINGLY) 

 

DUE: Quiz #11 

DUE: 

INSTAdiscussion #11 

14 8 April TBD No Formal Class 

DUE: Check-In 

Creative Response (A 

Contract) 

 10 April 

Takei They Called 

Us Enemy (ENTIRE 

BOOK, PLAN 

ACCORDINGLY) 

 

DUE: Quiz #12 

DUE: 

INSTAdiscussion #12 

15 15 April  

PRESENTATIONS 

PARTICIPATION: 

Comment on Peer’s 

Presentations (in 

class worksheet) 

  

 17 April 

PRESENTATIONS 

PARTICIPATION: 

Comment on Peer’s 
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Presentations (in 

class worksheet) 

16 22 April 

PRESENTATIONS 

PARTICIPATION: 

Comment on Peer’s 

Presentations (in 

class worksheet) 

TBD 
DUE: End of Course 

Survey 

 24 April TBD Design the Final 
DUE: Contract 

Reflection #2 

Finals 

Week 

FINAL EXAM 29 April, 1:30pm 

DUE: ASSIGNMENT: FE Paper 
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