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HIS 3020: UNITED STATES HISTORY, 1815-1914 
History & Political Science Department 

Point Loma Nazarene University 
4 Units 

Spring 2024 
 

Meeting days: MWF Professor: Dr. Kelli McCoy 

Meeting times: 10:55-12:05 Phone: 619-849-2438 

Meeting location: Colt 120 E-mail: KelliMccoy@pointloma.edu 

Final Exam: Friday, 10:30am-1:00pm Office: Colt 114  

 
Office hours: MWF 8:45-9:45am or after 
our class, and by appointment. 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course examines the major social, political, economic, and ideological conflicts and 
changes of the United States from 1815-1914. Over the course of the nineteenth century, 
the U.S. experienced profound changes, including industrialization, immigration, westward 
expansion, slavery, the Civil War and Reconstruction. This course includes an analysis of 
the political leadership of Andrew Jackson and Abraham Lincoln; the ideas of liberalism, 
nationalism, expansion, and industrialization; the social impact of religious revivals, 
slavery, and feminism; and the cataclysmic impact of the U.S.-Mexican, Civil, and Spanish-
American wars as the nation hurtled toward world power status after World War I.  
 

 
From The Historical Atlas by William R. Shepherd, 1923. Public domain. 

 
 
PLNU MISSION: To Teach ~ To Shape ~ To Send 
Point Loma Nazarene University exists to provide higher education in a vital Christian 
community where minds are engaged and challenged, character is modeled and formed, 
and service becomes an expression of faith. Being of Wesleyan heritage, we aspire to be a 
learning community where grace is foundational, truth is pursued, and holiness is a way of 
life. 
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HISTORY PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES: Students will be able to… 

• Complete a substantial historical project autonomously. (Assessed with the research 
paper.) 

• Present and analyze, in written or oral presentation, different perspectives on an 
event from the past. (Assessed with the research paper, essays on exams, and 
Primary Source Discussion leadership.) 

• Find appropriate materials online, in a library, or in the community and know how 
to cite them. (Assessed with the research paper.) 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES: Students will be able to… 
• Analyze the major events that shaped the United States from 1815-1914. 

• Evaluate various types of primary and secondary sources. 

• Write a research paper that exhibits their own original analysis of the sources.   

• Explain the experiences of a diverse range of nineteenth-century Americans, 

including Black Americans, immigrants, Native Americans, and women. 

REQUIRED TEXTS 
• Frederick Douglass, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass. (Any edition. Print 

version highly recommended, but also available for free online.) 

• Jennifer Graber, The Gods of Indian Country: Religion and the Struggle for the 

American West 

• James McPherson, This Mighty Scourge: Perspectives on the Civil War 

• Pauli Murray, Proud Shoes 

• Other readings will be accessed through Canvas 

 
ASSESSMENT AND GRADING 
Please contact me at any point during the semester if you have questions about your grade. 

Assignment distribution by percentage: 
 
Reading Responses  10% 
Participation   10% 
Primary Source Discussion   10% 
Research Paper Proposal 5% 
Research Paper  20% 
Midterm Exam:   20% 
Final Exam:   25% 

 

 Letter grades assigned as follows: 

A=93-100 
A-=90-92.99 
B+=87-89.99 
B=83-86.99 
B-=80-82.99  
C+=77-79.99 

C=73-76.99 
C-=70-72.99 
D+=67-69.99 
D=63-66.99 
D-=60-62.99 
F=0-59.99 
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Reading Responses  
These are a way of rewarding you for thinking thoughtfully and critically about the reading 
assignments and helping to prepare you for participation in class discussions. Responses 
must be submitted via Canvas before the time class starts. 

• 2 pages typed, double-spaced, 12 pt. font 
• Due on the dates listed in the syllabus  
• Responses should explain and analyze the main themes of the readings. 
• Your written response can be about any of the readings assigned for that 

WEEK. You do not have to address every one of your reading assignments, 
but the reading(s) you discuss should be substantial ones (i.e. you’re trying 
to show me that you did do the reading!). 

 
Participation  
Your engagement in class makes this course more fun and interesting for all of us! It also 
helps you and your classmates to learn the material better. Your participation grade 
includes your active contributions to our class discussions, your regular attendance 
(without which you can’t participate, of course), and any online quizzes or discussions. 
 
Group Primary Source Discussion 
In a group of 3-4 students, you will select 3-4 primary sources that fit together and help us 
better understand the events we’re studying. Your group will lead a discussion about the 
sources in class. You will explain the context and the authors of the sources, and then guide 
the class in reading/viewing and discussing them. The sources must fit together 
thematically and provide an opportunity for analysis and comparison, as well as deepening 
our understanding of 19th century events. More instructions will be given in class and on 
Canvas. 
 
Research Proposals and Papers  
You will write a 12-15 page research paper about a course-related topic of your choosing. 
Detailed guidelines will be handed out in class and posted on Canvas. 
 
Incompletes and Late Assignments 
Please talk with me as soon as possible if for whatever reason you are having trouble 
completing your work, so that we can find the best solution.  All assignments are to be 
submitted/turned in by the beginning of the class session when they are due, unless 
otherwise indicated on Canvas.  Incompletes will only be assigned in extremely unusual 
circumstances. There are no make-up exams, unless you have contacted me in advance, in 
which case I may allow it depending on the circumstances. Late assignments will generally 
be subjected to a 10% penalty per day. However, if you contact me more than 72 hours 
before the due date and explain your circumstances (i.e. an unusual number of assignments 
due in other classes that week), your request for an extension will be considered. 
Emergencies will be dealt with depending on the individual circumstances. Please ask me 
for more information if you believe you will need to turn in an assignment late. 
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Cell Phones and Recording Devices  
In order to create the most conducive learning environment, all phones should be silenced 
and not used during class. No recording of lectures or class discussions is allowed without 
prior permission from the professor. 
 
Final Examination Policy 
Successful completion of this class requires taking the final examination on its scheduled 
day. The final examination schedule is posted on the Class Schedules site. No requests for 
early examinations or alternative days will be approved. 
 
STATE AUTHORIZATION 

State authorization is a formal determination by a state that Point Loma Nazarene 
University is approved to conduct activities regulated by that state. In certain states outside 
California, Point Loma Nazarene University is not authorized to enroll online (distance 
education) students.  If a student moves to another state after admission to the program 
and/or enrollment in an online course, continuation within the program and/or course will 
depend on whether Point Loma Nazarene University is authorized to offer distance 
education courses in that state.  It is the student’s responsibility to notify the institution of 
any change in his or her physical location.  Refer to the map on State Authorization to view 
which states allow online (distance education) outside of California. 

PLNU COPYRIGHT POLICY  

Point Loma Nazarene University, as a non-profit educational institution, is entitled by law 
to use materials protected by the US Copyright Act for classroom education. Any use of 
those materials outside the class may violate the law. 
 
PLNU ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY 

Students should demonstrate academic honesty by doing original work and by giving 
appropriate credit to the ideas of others. Academic dishonesty is the act of presenting 
information, ideas, and/or concepts as one’s own when in reality they are the results of 
another person’s creativity and effort. A faculty member who believes a situation involving 
academic dishonesty has been detected may assign a failing grade for that assignment or 
examination, or, depending on the seriousness of the offense, for the course. Faculty should 
follow and students may appeal using the procedure in the university Catalog. See 
Academic Policies for definitions of kinds of academic dishonesty and for further policy 
information.  

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE POLICY 

 Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools (e.g, ChatGPT, iA Writer, Marmot, Botowski) is not 
permitted, and use of these tools will be treated as plagiarism. 

PLNU ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS POLICY 

PLNU is committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all its programs, 
services, and activities. Students with disabilities may request course-related 
accommodations by contacting the Educational Access Center (EAC), located in the Bond 

http://www.pointloma.edu/experience/academics/class-schedules
https://www.pointloma.edu/offices/office-institutional-effectiveness-research/disclosures
https://catalog.pointloma.edu/content.php?catoid=52&navoid=2919#Academic_Honesty
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Academic Center (EAC@pointloma.edu or 619-849-2486). Once a student’s eligibility for an 
accommodation has been determined, the EAC will issue an academic accommodation plan 
(“AP”) to all faculty who teach courses in which the student is enrolled each semester.   
  
PLNU highly recommends that students speak with their professors during the first two 
weeks of each semester/term about the implementation of their AP in that particular 
course and/or if they do not wish to utilize some or all of the elements of their AP in that 
course. 
  
Students who need accommodations for a disability should contact the EAC as early as 
possible (i.e., ideally before the beginning of the semester) to assure appropriate 
accommodations can be provided. It is the student’s responsibility to make the first contact 
with the EAC.  
 
PLNU ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION POLICY 

Regular and punctual attendance at all class sessions is considered essential to optimum 
academic achievement. If the student is absent for more than 10 percent of class sessions, 
the faculty member will issue a written warning of de-enrollment. If the absences exceed 
20 percent, the student may be de-enrolled without notice until the university drop date or, 
after that date, receive an “F” grade.  

 

TRIGGER WARNING 

I acknowledge that each of you comes to PLNU with your own unique life experiences. This 
contributes to the way you perceive several types of information. In HIS 3020, we will 
cover a variety of topics, some of which you may find triggering. These topics include 
sexual violence and physical violence, especially as it relates to slavery—but not limited to 
that. These are not marked in the syllabus, because they are topics that are likely to come 
up in class organically during our discussions. If you would like me to try to give you a 
warning ahead of time, please let me know and I will do my best, but I cannot always 
guarantee when we will discuss those themes, depending on what questions I get from 
students in class. Please be assured that ANYONE is always allowed to leave class if they 
need to. 

The experience of being triggered versus intellectually challenged are different. The main 
difference is that an individual must have experienced trauma to experience being 
triggered, whereas an intellectual challenge has nothing to do with trauma. If you are a 
trauma survivor and encounter a topic in this class that is triggering for you, you may feel 
overwhelmed or panicked and find it difficult to concentrate. In response, I encourage you 
to take the necessary steps for your emotional safety. This may include leaving class while 
the topic is discussed or talking to a therapist at the Counseling Center. Should you choose 
to sit out on discussion of a certain topic, know that you are still responsible for the 
material; but we can discuss if there are other methods for accessing that material, and for 
assessing your learning on that material. Class topics are discussed for the sole purpose of 

mailto:EAC@pointloma.edu
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expanding your intellectual engagement in the area of 19th-century U.S. history, and I will 
support you throughout your learning in this course.  

SEXUAL MISCONDUCT AND DISCRIMINATION 

In support of a safe learning environment, if you (or someone you know) have experienced 
any form of sexual discrimination or misconduct, including sexual assault, dating or 
domestic violence, or stalking, know that accommodations and resources are available 
through the Title IX Office at pointloma.edu/Title-IX. Please be aware that under Title IX of 
the Education Amendments of 1972, faculty and staff are required to disclose information 
about such misconduct to the Title IX Office. 

If you wish to speak to a confidential employee who does not have this reporting 
responsibility, you can contact Counseling Services 
at counselingservices@pointloma.edu or find a list of campus pastors 
at pointloma.edu/title-ix.  

LANGUAGE AND BELONGING 

Point Loma Nazarene University faculty are committed to helping create a safe and 
hospitable learning environment for all students. As Christian scholars we are keenly 
aware of the power of language and believe in treating others with dignity. As such, it is 
important that our language be equitable, inclusive, and prejudice free. Inclusive/Bias-free 
language is the standard outlined by all major academic style guides, including MLA, APA, 
and Chicago, and it is the expected norm in university-level work. Good writing and 
speaking do not use unsubstantiated or irrelevant generalizations about personal qualities 
such as age, disability, economic class, ethnicity, marital status, parentage, political or 
religious beliefs, race, gender, sex, or sexual orientation. Inclusive language also avoids 
using stereotypes or terminology that demeans persons or groups based on age, disability, 
class, ethnicity, gender, race, language, or national origin. Respectful use of language is 
particularly important when referring to those outside of the religious and lifestyle 
commitments of those in the PLNU community. By working toward precision and clarity of 
language, we mark ourselves as serious and respectful scholars, and we model the Christ-
like quality of hospitality.  

You may report an incident(s) using the Bias Incident Reporting Form. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://pointloma.edu/Title-IX
mailto:counselingservices@pointloma.edu
http://pointloma.edu/title-ix
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?PointLoma&layout_id=5
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COURSE OUTLINE 
Reading and other assignments are due on the date listed 

 

 
Week 1 

(Remote 
week) 

Monday, Jan 8 
 
Read syllabus and do assignment in Canvas 

Wednesday, Jan 10 
 
Do assignment on Canvas 

Friday, Jan 12 
 
Canvas assignment due 

 
Week 2 

 

Monday, Jan 15 

No class for MLK Day 
 
Begin reading: The Gods of Indian Country: “A 
Note on Terms” and “Introduction” 
 
Begin finding a topic and sources for research 
paper 
 

Wednesday, Jan. 17 

The Gods of Indian Country: “1803 to 1837” and 
“1838 to 1867” 
 

Friday, Jan. 19 

 
Reading Response Due  
 

 
Week 3 

Monday, Jan. 22 

The Gods of Indian Country: “1868 to 1872” and 
“1872 to 1875” 

• Remember to also be working on your 

research paper proposal. I encourage you to 

discuss it with me! 

 

Wednesday, Jan. 24 
The Gods of Indian Country: “1875 to 1881” 
 

Friday, Jan. 26 
 
Reading Response Due 

 
Week 4 

Monday, Jan. 29 
The Gods of Indian Country: “1882 to 1892”  
 

Wednesday, Jan. 31 

The Gods of Indian Country: “1893 to 1903” and 
“Epilogue” 
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Friday, Feb. 2 

 
Reading Response Due  
 

 
Week 5 

Monday, Feb. 5 
Work on Research Paper Proposal 
 

Wednesday, Feb. 7 
Work on Research Paper Proposal 
 

Friday, Feb. 9 
Research Paper Proposal Due 
 

 
Week 6 

Monday, Feb. 12 

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass 
through Ch 3 
 
 

Wednesday, Feb. 14 

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass 
through Ch 6 
 

Friday, Feb. 16 

 
Reading Response Due 
 

 
Week 7 

 

Monday, Feb. 19 

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass 
through Ch 9 
 
In class: Group Primary Source Discussion 
(19th century reform movements) 
 

Wednesday, Feb. 21 

Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass 
through the end (incl. appendix written by 
Douglass after Ch. 11) 
 

Friday, Feb. 23 

 
Reading Response Due 

 
Week 8 

 

Monday, Feb. 26 
Study for Midterm  
 

Wednesday, Feb. 28 
Study for Midterm  
 

Friday, Mar. 1 

 
Midterm Exam 
 
-----    Spring Break ----- 

 
Week 9 

Monday, Mar. 11 
This Mighty Scourge: Preface, Ch. 1 and 2 
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Wednesday, Mar. 13 

This Mighty Scourge: Ch. 3-5 

Friday, Mar. 15 
 
Reading Response Due 

 
Week 

10 
 

Monday, Mar. 18 

This Mighty Scourge: Ch. 6-8 
 
In class: Group Primary Source Discussion 
(westward movement) 
 

Wednesday, Mar. 20 
This Mighty Scourge : Ch. 9-11 
 

Friday, Mar. 22 
 
Reading Response Due  
 

 
Week 

11 

Monday, Mar. 25 
 
This Mighty Scourge: Ch. 12-14 
 

Wednesday, Mar. 27 

 
This Mighty Scourge: Ch. 15 and 16 
 
Reading Response Due  
 
 

Friday, Mar. 29 
No class- Easter Break 
 

 
Week 

12 

Monday, Apr. 1 
 
No class- Easter Break 
 

Wednesday, Apr. 3 

Proud Shoes, Intro through Ch. 4 
 
In class: Group Primary Source Discussion 
(immigration) 
 

Friday, Apr. 5 
Proud Shoes, through Ch. 8 
 

 
Week 

13 

Monday, Apr. 8 
Proud Shoes, through Ch. 12 
 

Wednesday, Apr. 10 

Proud Shoes, through Ch. 16 
 
In class: Group Primary Source Discussion 
(Gilded Age) 
 

Friday, Apr. 12 Reading Response Due  
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Week 

14 

Monday, Apr. 15 
Work on research papers. 
 

Wednesday, Apr. 17 
Work on research papers. 

Friday, Apr. 19 
Work on research papers. 

 
Week 

15 
 

Monday, Apr. 22 
Finish Research Papers 
 

Wednesday, Apr. 24 
Finish Research Papers 
 

Friday, Apr. 26 
Research Paper Due 
 

 
Final Exam: Friday, May 3, 10:30am-1:00pm 


	LANGUAGE AND BELONGING

