
 HON1000-1 FA22 - Introduc�on To Chris�an Scholarship 

 BAC 103 

 T 1:30-2:25pm 

 Fall 2022 

 Instructor: Ben Cater, 
 Ph.D.                                                                                                                                                                    
                                                   

 Office: Academic Dean’s Center, Rm. #2             

 Phone: 619.849.2932                                                                 

 Email:   bcater@pointloma.edu 

 Phone: ext. 2932 

 Office hours: drop-ins and by appointment 

                                                                                          

 PLNU Mission: To Teach, To Shape, To Send 

 Point Loma Nazarene University exists to provide higher educa�on in a vital Chris�an 
 community where minds are engaged and challenged, character is molded and formed, and 
 service becomes an expression of faith.  Being of Wesleyan heritage, we aspire to be a learning 
 community where grace is founda�onal, truth is pursued, and holiness is a way of life. 

   

 Honors Mission Statement 

 "The Humani�es Honors Program exists to promote greater understanding of diverse human 
 tradi�ons of self-awareness and crea�vity.  Examining these tradi�ons in light of the Chris�an 
 faith and liberal methods of learning, students excel in their abili�es to interpret and discuss 
 wri�en, visual, and sonic texts within theological and interdisciplinary frameworks.  Students 
 take their educa�on beyond the classroom in extracurricular ac�vi�es, as well as in works of 
 service and mercy as informed by the Wesleyan tradi�on." 

   

 Course Descrip�on 

 This course introduces students to the Humani�es Honors Program.  It is primarily structured 
 around readings and conversa�ons about our readings.  Readings and discussions are organized 
 into three sec�ons: "Chris�anity and Chris�an Scholarship," "Intellectual Habits," and 
 "Voca�on."  The first sec�on surveys the major historical events and figures who helped 
 establish a biblically informed scholas�c tradi�on.  The second sec�on analyzes the habits of the 
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 mind, heart, and body that encourage us transform into Chris�an scholars.  The third sec�on 
 meditates on who we are called to be in Jesus Christ, both as individuals and as members of His 
 body.  As each one of these sec�ons could be developed into an en�re course by itself, our 
 readings and discussions are designed to introduce students to the great conversa�on of 
 Chris�an Scholarship, which I hope they par�cipate in for the rest of their lives. 

   

 Required Texts 

 Crisp, et al.   Chris�an Scholarship in the Twenty-First  Century 

 McDermo�,   Everyday Glory: The Revela�on of God in  All Reality 

 Moore,   The Courage to Stand  :   Facing Your Fear Without  Losing Your Soul 

 Shatzer,   Transhumanism and the Image of God: Today's  Technology and the Future of Chris�an 
 Discipleship 

 Wright,   Simply Chris�an: Why Chris�anity Makes Sense 

   

 Par�cipa�on 

 Par�cipa�on is vital to academic success.  Par�cipa�on takes many forms, but generally includes 
 showing up on-�me, looking alert and ready to learn, and being familiar with previous content; 
 focusing one's a�en�on on PowerPoint slides, lectures, and classroom conversa�ons; asking 
 and answering ques�ons, staying a�er class to gain further understanding of subject ma�er, and 
 availing oneself to Dr. Cater's office hours.  As a one-unit Honors course, HON1000 requires two 
 to three hours of outside study per week.  Finding quiet �me to read and re-read, discuss and 
 think about lecture notes and course readings are incredibly important to success in this class, 
 other classes, and many pursuits in life.  Regarding classroom conversa�ons, students should 
 seek to speak in informed, relevant, and respec�ul ways.  Dr. Cater is commi�ed to making the 
 class a safe learning environment for everyone.  Student par�cipa�on will be rewarded 
 quan�ta�vely but measured according to the instructor's percep�ons of its quality and 
 frequency.  Punctual a�endance is mandatory, but if tardiness becomes a habit, Dr. Cater will 
 issue a warning and note to the student's adviser.  Missing more than 1 class (roughly ten 
 percent of the total) will result in being reported to Dr. Holly Irvin, Vice Provost of Academic 
 Affairs; missing 4 classes will trigger a student's de-enrollment from the course. 

   

 Course Communica�on and Digital Devices 

 Students are responsible for all communica�on sent by Dr. Cater to their PLNU email and Canvas 
 accounts.  The instructor prefers face-to-face communica�on, both a�er class and during office 
 hours, but frequently provides clarifying notes about lectures and assignments through digital 
 channels, so please check them daily.  Dr. Cater communicates with students Monday through 



 Friday and occasionally, on Saturday.  Please do not expect him to communicate with you un�l 
 sundown on Sundays.  Cell phones, laptops, and tablets are prohibited in class since 
 overwhelming evidence (from neuroscien�sts and psychologists, mainly) has confirmed that 
 students from PLNU to Harvard Law School and many schools in between are more easily 
 distracted, unable to process and put together ideas, and retain informa�on when they take 
 notes digitally than when they do so with pen and paper.  
     h�ps://www.scien�ficamerican.com/ar�cle/a-learning-secret-don-t-take-notes-with-a-laptop/ 
 Links to an external site. 
 h�ps://hbr.org/2015/07/what-you-miss-when-you-take-notes-on-your-laptopLinks to an 
 external site. 
 h�ps://www.npr.org/2016/04/17/474525392/a�en�on-students-put-your-laptops-awayLinks to 
 an external site. 
 h�ps://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/uk/17/08/note-taking-low-tech-o�en-bestLinks to an 
 external site. 

 However, if you need to use your cell phone or strongly prefer to use your laptop or tablet, see 
 Dr. Cater to make arrangements. 

   

 Make-ups and Academic Accommoda�ons 

 Make-up exams and quizzes will   not   be allowed without  a university-approved reason that is 
 agreed to in wri�ng by the university Provost.  In compliance with federal and state laws, 
 students reques�ng academic accommoda�ons “must file documenta�on with the Disability 
 Resource Center (DCR), located in the Bond Academic Center.”  The DCR will then contact the 
 student’s instructor and “provide wri�en recommenda�ons for reasonable and appropriate 
 accommoda�ons to meet the individual needs of the student.”  For more informa�on, see 
 “Academic Accommoda�ons” in the Undergraduate Catalog. 

   

 Grading 

 10 pts              Guest Lecture a�endance 

 25 pts              Par�cipa�on 

 50 pts              Student-led Reading Discussion                     

 100 pts            Weekly Textbook Reading Notes 

 100 pts            Final Exam 

   

 Course grades will be based on a combina�on of class par�cipa�on, reading notes/wri�en 
 reflec�ons, and a final exam.  Reading notes must be hand-wri�en and kept in a loose-leaf 
 journal or notebook.  Headings for each sec�on of reading notes must be clearly marked by 
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 author and �tle.  The journal or notebook must be brought to every class mee�ng. They must 
 also remain in a separate journal or notebook than class notes.  Notes will come due at the 
 beginning of class.  The final exam will be cumula�ve in nature and take the form of a dinner 
 conversa�on about your intellectual, personal, and religious growth.  Details to follow. 

   

 Final Exam Policy 

 Successful comple�on of this class requires taking the final exam on its scheduled 
 day.    No   requests for early examina�ons or alterna�ve  days will be approved.  

   

 Academic Honesty Policy 

 Students should demonstrate academic honesty by doing original work and by giving 
 appropriate credit to the ideas of others. Academic dishonesty is the act of presen�ng 
 informa�on, ideas, and/or concepts as one’s own when in reality they are the results of another 
 person’s crea�vity and effort. A faculty member who believes a situa�on involving academic 
 dishonesty has been detected may assign a failing grade for that assignment or examina�on, or, 
 depending on the seriousness of the offense, for the course. Faculty should follow and students 
 may appeal using the procedure in the university Catalog. For more informa�on, see the 
 following link: 

 h�ps://catalog.pointloma.edu/content.php?catoid=41&navoid=2435#Academic_Honesty 

   

 University Copyright Policy 
 Point Loma Nazarene University, as a non-profit educa�onal ins�tu�on, is en�tled by law to use 
 materials protected by the U.S. Copyright Act for classroom educa�on.  Any use of those 
 materials outside the class may violate the law. 

   

 Below is an   approximate   schedule of units, topics,  assignments, and assessments.  Dr. Cater 
 reserves the right to make adjustments if necessary. 

   

 Week One: 

 No Mee�ng 

   

 Week Two: Chris�an Tradi�on 

 Sept. 6 – Part I:   Simply Chris�an   (  SC  ) 
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 -form discussion pairs  

   

 Week Three: Chris�an Tradi�on 

 Sept. 13 – Part II:   SC 

   

    Week Four: Enchantment  

 Sept. 20 – Chpts 1-5   Everyday Glory   (  EG  ) 

 -Bring reading notes to class (for details about notes, see above).  Write down important ideas 
 or main points, and ques�ons or objec�ons you may have.  Include page numbers. 

   

 Week Five: Enchantment 

 Sept. 27 – Chpts 6-11   EG  

 Sept. 30 - Guest Lecture: Gerald McDermo� (details to follow) 

 Oct. 1 - Sailing the Californian with Dr. McDermo�, followed by dinner  

   

 Week Six: Virtue    

 Oct. 4 - Chpts 1-3   Courage to Stand  

   

 Week 7: Virtue 

 Oct. 11 - Chpts 4- 6 Courage to Stand  

 "No Chris�anity Please, We're 
 Academics"   h�ps://www.insidehighered.com/views/2010/07/30/no-chris�anity-please-were-ac 
 ademicsLinks to an external site. 

   

 Week 8: Humanity and Technology  

 Oct. 18 -  h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5dZ_lvDgevk&t=7sLinks  to an external site. 

 Week 9: Humanity and Technology  
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 Oct. 26  Chpts 1-5   Transhumanism  

   

 Week 10: Humanity and Technology 

 Nov. 1 -  Chpts 6-10   Transhumanism  

   

 Week 11: Summary Discussion of God, Technology, and Humanity 

 Nov. 8 -  h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N9Mlu7sHEHE&t=4140sLinks  to an external site.    

 Week 12: Chris�an Scholarship in the 21st Century 

 Nov. 15 - essays by Wolterstorff and Plan�ga 

 -On separate pieces of paper, write a summary paragraph for each essay that notes their central 
 arguments, suppor�ng evidence or logic, and best or confusing ideas.   

 Week 13 

 Nov. 22 – Read essays by Moser and Andersen 

 -On separate pieces of paper, write a summary paragraph for each essay that notes their central 
 arguments, suppor�ng evidence or logic, and best or confusing ideas.   

 Week 14 

 Nov. 29 – Read essays by Hall and Slane 

 -On separate pieces of paper, write a summary paragraph for each essay that notes their central 
 arguments, suppor�ng evidence or logic, and best or confusing ideas.   

 Week 15 

 Dec. 6 – Duque�e and Hunsinger 

 -On separate pieces of paper, write a summary paragraph for each essay that notes their central 
 arguments, suppor�ng evidence or logic, and best or confusing ideas.   

 Week 16: Final Exam 
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 Dec. 15 - 1:30-4pm 


