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LJWL(es) 

WRI4090-1 Special Studies, 
Manuscript Writing 

3 units 
Fall 2022  

 

Meeting days: T/R  Instructor title and name: Breeann Kyte Kirby 
Meeting times: 11-12:15pm Email: bkirby@pointloma.com 
Meeting location: BAC Office: BAC108 (by appointment) 
Final Exam: T, 13 Dec, 10:30am Instagram: @naturenarratives 

PLNU Mission 

To Teach ~ To Shape ~ To Send 

Point Loma Nazarene University exists to provide higher education in a vital Christian 
community where minds are engaged and challenged, character is modeled and formed, and 
service is an expression of faith. Being of Wesleyan heritage, we strive to be a learning 
community where grace is foundational, truth is pursued, and holiness is a way of life. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
What am I going to learn in this class? 
WRI4090 is an upper division undergraduate creative writing elective you can choose as part of 
your writing degree (or for fun if you aren’t a writing major). This class is a writing class with a 
special studies focus on writing a full-length manuscript in whatever genre you work in. As such, 
you will spend time both in and outside of class reading and writing. Mostly writing. 
 
This course is a manuscript writing course in various genres. For prose, a book-length 
manuscript typically runs 80K words (in scifi or fantasy, that can go up to 110K words). For 
poetry, it is about 70 poems. For screenwriting, it is about 120pages.  
 
The PLNU catalog states that WRI4090 is  

An intensive study of a selected problem by an individual or group under the 
direction of a member of the faculty. May be repeated to a total of six units. 
 
Prerequisite(s): Consent of instructor and department chair. 

 
 
PROGRAM AND COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 
The Writing Program Learning Outcomes are as follows:  

1. Apply artistry and advanced skills in various forms and genres of writing; 
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2. Demonstrate knowledge of the conventions and terminology of various forms and genres 
of writing; 

3. Engage in writing and editorial processes in a professional environment; 
4. Present written work to live audiences, demonstrating strategies for audience engagement 

and oral communication. 
 
During the course of the semester, we will touch on aspects of all five of these outcomes. The 
specific Course Outcomes are as follows: 

1. Explore and implement techniques necessary for writing full-length manuscripts 
2. Develop creative capacities. 
3. Develop in expressing yourself orally or in writing. 
4. Develop specific skills, competencies, and points of view needed by professionals in the 

field most closely related to this course. 
 
Why do I have to take this course? 
You are taking this course because you need a writing elective for your major OR because you 
want to write a full-length manuscript.  
 
REQUIRED TEXTS AND RECOMMENDED STUDY RESOURCES 

Where do I have to spend my money for this class? 
1. Gilbert, Elizabeth Big Magic  

ISBN: 978-1594634727 
2. Bell, Matt Refuse to be Done  

ISBN: 978-1641293419 
3. Printouts from Canvas as well as your essays—plan accordingly (about $50-$75) 
4. Various office supplies (lined paper, highlighters, pens, stapler, Scotch tape); 
5. (Optional) Notebook/Journal for in-class free writing. 

 
**In the interest of lightening the financial burden of college education, I have placed our 
additional readings on Canvas rather than constructing a course reader. You must read this 
material before class AND either bring in printouts of the pages or a NON CELL PHONE 
device to read them on. If you do not, I will sweetly ask you to leave class to retrieve the 
materials (including books on the days we read the above books). Point Loma Nazarene 
University, as a non-profit educational institution, is entitled by law to use materials protected 
by the US Copyright Act for classroom education. However, any use of those materials outside 
the course may violate the law.** 
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COURSE CREDIT HOUR INFORMATION 

While, I have listed the assignments as percentages of your grade, I also have determined how 
long it should take for you to complete each one. For example, I expect each contract writing and 
review to take no more than 30 minutes; thus, I’ve allotted 1 hour for you to do these two things. 
To meet accreditation, you are expected to spend 112.5 - 125 hours on this course (~37.5 hours 
per unit). Below is the breakdown of hours to reach that goal: 
 

Hours Activity  
15 Reading  
29 Class Participation (including 

attendance) 
 

74.5 Assignments  
 Contract 1 
 Project Check-In 6 
 Peer Feedback  15 
 Manuscript 50 
TOTAL HOURS Final 2.5 
118.5   

 
Of course, some of you will take shorter or longer to do a particular activity. The goal here isn’t 
to be perfectly accurate, just fair in assessment of how long an activity should take you. I will not 
be giving partial credit for activities: you either get full credit or not at all (in which case, I will 
give you an opportunity to try again).  
 
ASSESSMENT AND GRADING 
How do I pass this class? 
1. Come to class 
2. Do all the assignments 
3.Turn them in on time 
 
What does that look like? 
This is an upper division writing class. As such, you will read some and write A LOT. I have 
accounted for the reading and writing in the hours you must spend to meet the required 112.5 - 
125 hours for this course. You will get the benefit from this course in proportion to how much 
you engage with the content. I expect you to read, engage with the texts and your colleagues, 
having thoughts and constructive feedback, and to write your butts off. This isn’t to scare you but 
to let you know the pacing of the course.  
 
Since the some of the writing is stuff I made up and others is critique of my classmates’ 
fiction short stories does that mean what I write can be some sort of stream of 
consciousness string of words I put down five minutes before it was due? 
Nope. 
 
Unless done as an in-class free-writing exercise, anything you submit to me needs to be 

a. Typed and double spaced in the appropriate format (the default is MLA); 
 b. Demonstrate you have been thinking about the problem/topic you are writing about; 
 c. Be free of typos. 
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Do I have to have perfect grammar or you will fail me? 
No. Typos are not grammar mistakes. Typos are ignoring the things that you already do 
proficiently in your writing on social media, email, and texting. Things like not putting a period 
at the end of a sentence  Or not capitalizing my name, which is breeann Kirby (another typo is 
spelling my name wrong—or your name, for that matter). Or when you are writing.1  You need 
to have complete thoughts. Typos are one of my HUGE pet peeves. They are not just mistakes 
but a sign of disrespect to me and your peers who will be working with your writing. Most typos 
can be easily caught if you read through your writing at least once before you turn it in (pro tip: 
read your paper out loud. You’ll catch a lot of stuff that way.) Because no one is a perfect 
proofreader, I will allow one typo every page (meaning if you have a five-page paper, you may 
have up to five typos total on any of the pages in that work). 
 
What are the specific assignments? 
Contract (7%): You will write a contract for the grade you wish to earn in this course and  
 evaluate yourself with regards to the contract at the middle of the semester and the end.  
Manuscript (42%): This is a full-length manuscript in your genre. 
Check-In (21%): Over the course of the semester, you will present three check ins on the status  

of your project. 
Peer Feedback (10%):  When your writing colleagues give their check in, you will take careful  

notes and then translate these notes to a brief (250- to 400-word) document that you will 
give to your colleague. 

Final Exam (10%): For your final, you will give a reflective presentation on what you learned  
about your writing process and any relevant information about your manuscript. 
Successful completion of this class requires taking the final examination on its scheduled 
day. No requests for early examinations or alternative days will be approved. 

Course Participation (10%):  Effective learning happens in a dynamic environment. Therefore,  
you must interact with the instructor and the other students regularly.  If you wish to earn 
your participation grade, you must have a good attitude; you must read all of the 
readings; you must do the participation assignments on Canvas or in class; and you must 
speak out. Make it your goal to come up with one good thought for class meeting and to 
share it. Use of cell phones will not be permitted unless you have an academic 
accommodation OR I give you specific permission. If you use your device to disengage 
from course discussion, I will sweetly ask you to leave that day and try again next 
time. 

 
*For all of these assignments, further instructions will be given on Canvas and/or in class* 

    
There are a lot of people in this course and I am shy about speaking or sharing my writing 
publicly. Do I really have to talk and share my work? And if I do, how do I know that I will 
not be treated unkindly? 
First, I feel you. I actually have a strong sense of stranger danger and hate talking in front of 
people. I am nervous every time I teach, but practice has made it easier and easier.  
 
Second, it is important for you to practice speaking and sharing writing publicly now when you 
are in a safe space with an advocate (me); again, practice will make it easier and easier. Respect 

 
1 Note the three typos here. 
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in this course is a must. Again, this course is a safe space. As we discuss and analyze each 
other’s works that may address potentially emotional topics, we will encounter many different 
viewpoints. Much of the work we will do in this course is cooperative. You should think of all 
your reading, writing, and speaking for and in course as public, not private, discourse. By 
continuing in this course, you acknowledge that your work will be viewed by others in the 
course. 
 
 For those of you who are already strong and confident in your opinions and abilities, be 
sensitive to others who are not. Sometimes take the lead in recognizing when others want to talk, 
asking them for their opinion and feedback. In order to be a good participant in this course, you 
must be sensitive to your fellow learners, recognizing them as human just as you are.  
 
As we share our work, personal insults and comments will not be tolerated. I will ask you to 
leave the discussion or class if you cannot be kind. If you aren’t sure how to phrase your opinion, 
please ask me.  
 
For all of us, assume the best about the person speaking. Sometimes we need to hear what we are 
saying before we understand exactly what we are saying. Ask for clarification; respectfully 
disagree. The best rule to follow: be kind. 
 
Just like the rest of life, you won’t earn partial credit for activities: you either get full credit or 
not at all (in which case, I will give you an opportunity to try again). 
 
So what do I need to get for a contracted grade? 
Because this is a special studies course, I am assuming that you all want to do 100% of the work. 
So, I’ve outlined what an A-grade would look like. If you would like to contract for a B- or C-
grade, please come talk to me privately and we’ll work it out.  
 
90-100%: A 
To earn an A grade in this class, you will: 

1. Create a contract for your grade (7%); 
2. Participate in the course, including reading and activities (10%);  
3. Contribute to class discussion every class; 
4. Miss no more than 3 classes this semester; 
5. Come to class on time; 
6. Provide a 250- to 400-word feedback for each of your colleagues’ check-ins (10%); 
7. Give three check-ins over the course of the semester (21%); 
8. Write a full-length manuscript (42%); 

Prose: >40K words  
Poetry: >100 poems 
Screenplay: >120 pages  

9. Present a final reflection (Final Exam 10%); 
 
*For a grade of A, you will be an active and positive contributor to our classes, offering a 
respectful spirit and coming up with insightful ideas and worthwhile feedback. 
 
I will not accept work that does not meet with the quality expected of an A. If you do not do  
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A-quality work, then I will not accept it. The fluctuation in the percentage allows that there can 
be variable effort and quality put in at the A level. Thus you can earn an A- or an A (sorry there 
are no A+s, but you are all A+ in my heart). 
 
It’s halfway through the course, and I haven’t had any emails from you about my grade. 
How will I know if I am awesome and still on contract? Should I be nervous? 
First, you are awesome! Never doubt that. Your grades do not make you an awesome person; 
how you engage in life does. But I know we all care about grades, so second, if you are doing the 
assignments according to one of the contracts listed above and you have not heard from me about 
them, it means that you are doing a great job and are on track for your contracted grade. The 
only time I will initiate contact about your grade is if you are NOT meeting your contract. 
However, you are always welcome to ask me about your grade or performance in course at any 
time in the semester. 
 
Grades will be based on the following: 
 

A B C D F 
 A  93-100  B+ 87-89  C+ 77-79  D+ 67-69  F  Less than 59 
 A- 90-92  B   83-86  C   73-76  D  63-66   
   B- 80-82  C- 70-72  D- 60-62  

 
STATE AUTHORIZATION 
State authorization is a formal determination by a state that Point Loma Nazarene University is 
approved to conduct activities regulated by that state. In certain states outside California, Point 
Loma Nazarene University is not authorized to enroll online (distance education) students.  If a 
student moves to another state after admission to the program and/or enrollment in an online 
course, continuation within the program and/or course will depend on whether Point Loma 
Nazarene University is authorized to offer distance education courses in that state.  It is the 
student’s responsibility to notify the institution of any change in his or her physical 
location.  Refer to the map on State Authorization to view which states allow online (distance 
education) outside of California. 
 
INCOMPLETES AND LATE ASSIGNMENTS 
All assignments are to be submitted/turned in by the times they are due as indicated on Canvas or 
the course schedule. All readings should be done by the day listed. Incompletes will only be 
assigned in extremely unusual circumstances. 
 
PLNU COPYRIGHT POLICY 
Point Loma Nazarene University, as a non-profit educational institution, is entitled by law to use 
materials protected by the US Copyright Act for classroom education. Any use of those materials 
outside the class may violate the law. 
 
PLNU ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY 
Students should demonstrate academic honesty by doing original work and by giving appropriate 
credit to the ideas of others. Academic dishonesty is the act of presenting information, ideas, 
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and/or concepts as one’s own when in reality they are the results of another person’s creativity 
and effort. A faculty member who believes a situation involving academic dishonesty has been 
detected may assign a failing grade for that assignment or examination, or, depending on the 
seriousness of the offense, for the course. Faculty should follow and students may appeal using 
the procedure in the university Catalog. See Academic Policies for definitions of kinds of 
academic dishonesty and for further policy information. 
 
PLNU ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS POLICY 

PLNU is committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all its programs, services, 
and activities. Students with disabilities may request course-related accommodations by 
contacting the Educational Access Center (EAC), located in the Bond Academic Center 
(EAC@pointloma.edu or 619-849-2486). Once a student’s eligibility for an accommodation has 
been determined, the EAC will issue an academic accommodation plan (“AP”) to all faculty who 
teach courses in which the student is enrolled each semester.   
 
PLNU highly recommends that students speak with their professors during the first two weeks of 
each semester/term about the implementation of their AP in that particular course and/or if they 
do not wish to utilize some or all of the elements of their AP in that course. 
 
Students who need accommodations for a disability should contact the EAC as early as possible 
(i.e., ideally before the beginning of the semester) to assure appropriate accommodations can be 
provided. It is the student’s responsibility to make the first contact with the EAC.  

PLNU ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION POLICY 
Regular and punctual attendance at all class sessions is considered essential to optimum 
academic achievement. If the student is absent for more than 10 percent of class sessions, the 
faculty member will issue a written warning of de-enrollment. If the absences exceed 20 percent, 
the student may be de-enrolled without notice until the university drop date or, after that date, 
receive the appropriate grade for their work and participation.  
For our course, that means you can miss three classes. After which, you are at risk of being de-
enrolled.  
 
PLNU COVID POLICY 
 
Our updated masking policy effective August 4, 2022: 

Based on the current surge occurring in the Western U.S. and the reunion of our 
community population beginning August 26th, the university will require face coverings 
for all individuals indoors in large community settings including classrooms, chapel, and 
shared spaces where larger groups gather during the first two weeks of the semester. 
 
We will be closely monitoring the regional situation and our local community data and 
anticipate lifting the masking requirement on Monday, Sep 12, 2022. PLNU will 
continue to support and encourage campus community members to wear masks when 
they feel ill or exhibit any symptoms of a respiratory infection. 
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Even if you aren’t masking and distancing elsewhere, I’m asking you to respect these 
requirements while you are in the classroom or doing other course-related activities. If you don’t 
want to wear a mask, I respect that choice, but I will ask you to leave our gathering which will 
count as an absence for the day.  
 
SPIRITUAL CARE 
PLNU strives to be a place where students grow as whole persons. To this end, we provide 
resources for our students to encounter God and grow in their Christian faith.   
If you have questions, a desire to meet with the chaplain, or if you have prayer requests, you can 
contact the Office of Student Life and Formation. 

 
USE OF TECHNOLOGY  

In order to be successful, you'll need to meet the minimum technology and system requirements; 
please refer to the Technology and System Requirements information.  

Problems with technology do not relieve you of the responsibility of participating, turning in 
your assignments, or completing your class work. 
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ASSIGNMENTS AT-A-GLANCE 
Schedule 

(*Subject to Change as needed to facilitate course goals*)2: 
Readings and assignments are due on the date listed. 

BM denotes readings from Big Magic. 
RtBD denotes readings from Refuse to Be Done 

 (Canvas) denotes readings can be found on Canvas in PAGES section 
 
WEEK Date Read Discuss Do/Due 
1 1 September  Syllabus  

2 6 September 

RtBD “Introduction”: 
pp. 1 – 6. 
 
BM “Courage”:  
pp. 3 – 27.  

Process  

 8 September RtBD “First Draft”: 
pp. 7 – 40. Process Write 

 13 September RtBD “First Draft”: 
pp. 40 – 78. Process DUE: Contract for 

Grade 

3 15 September No Formal Class (Write) Experiment with 
Process 

4 20 September No Formal Class (Write) Experiment with 
Process 

 22 September BM “Enchantment”: 
pp. 31 – 78. 

GUEST: Sabrin 
Hasbun 

DUE: Report on 
Process Experiment 

5 27 September  Check-In #1  
 29 September  Check-In #1  
6 4 October  Check-In #1 DUE: Milestone #1 

 6 October BM “Permission”: 
 pp. 79 – 136. 

GUEST: Jen Grace 
Stewart DUE: Peer Feedback 

7 11 October Write 

 13 October BM “Persistence”: 
 pp. 137 – 198.   

8 18 October  Write DUE: Mid-Course 
Survey 

 20 October RtBD “Second 
Draft”: pp. 79 – 95.   

9 25 October  Check-In #2  
 27 October  Check-In #2  

 
2 I reserve the right to change the syllabus as needed to facilitate our course goals. You will receive notification of 
these changes; after which time, you are responsible for required material. 

Disclaimer: This class is taught at the college level; therefore, reading materials may be adult and/or controversial in 
connotation and/or denotation. The purpose of presenting such material is to expose you to various viewpoints—
viewpoints that will act as sources for discussions.  For this reason, no alternate materials will be provided. 

Final Disclaimer: You will write A LOT. Writing is a muscle that must be exercised. 
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WEEK Date Read Discuss Do/Due 

10 1 November  Check-In #2 NaNoWriMo 
Starts!! 

 3 November Write DUE: Peer Feedback 
11 8 November Write DUE: Milestone #2 

 10 November BM “Trust”: 
pp. 199 – 264.   

12 15 November Write 
 17 November    

13 22 November RtBD “Third Draft”: 
pp. 97 – 151. TBD  

 24 November NO CLASS THANKSGIVING BREAK 
14 29 November  Check-In #3  
 1 December  Check-In #3 NaNoWriMo Ends!! 
15 6 December  Check-In #3 DUE: Milestone #3 

 8 December BM “Divinity”: 
pp. 265 – 273.  

DUE: Peer Feedback 
 
DUE: Course 
Evaluations 

Finals 
Week 

FINAL EXAM 13 December, 10:30am 
DUE: Final Presentation 

DUE: Manuscript 
 


