
  

 

History and Political Science 

HIS4035 Asian-American History 

Number of Units: 4 

Spring 2021  

  

Meeting days: T/Th Instructor title and name: Dr. Jaeyoon Kim 

Meeting times: 12:30~2:15 PM Phone: 619-849-2635 

Meeting location: Colt 120  Email: jkim@pointloma.edu 

Final Exam: (day/time)  

Tuesday 1:30PM 

Office location and hours: Colt 206  

T/Th 11:00 ~ 12:30 

Additional info: Additional info:  

PLNU Mission 

To Teach ~ To Shape ~ To Send 

Point Loma Nazarene University exists to provide higher education in a vital Christian 

community where minds are engaged and challenged, character is modeled and formed, and 

service is an expression of faith. Being of Wesleyan heritage, we strive to be a learning 

community where grace is foundational, truth is pursued, and holiness is a way of life. 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Asian immigrants began to arrive in the United States in large numbers during the mid-

nineteenth century. Today, about half of the people immigrating to the United States are from 

Asia and these Asian Americans along with other immigrants are transforming the face of 

America. This course introduces the field of Asian American history, which examines the 

experiences of people of Chinese, Japanese, Korean, South Asian, Filipino, and Southeast Asian 

ancestry in the United States. Lectures, readings, films, and discussions will examine the 

continuities as well as changes in Asian American experience. 

INSTITUTIONAL LEARNING OUTCOMES  



1. Learning, Informed by our Faith in Christ 
Students will acquire knowledge of human cultures and the physical and natural world 

while developing skills and habits of the mind that foster lifelong learning. 

2. Growing, In a Christ-Centered Faith Community 
Students will develop a deeper and more informed understanding of others as they 

negotiate complex professional, environmental and social contexts. 

3. Serving, In a Context of Christian Faith 
Students will serve locally and/or globally in vocational and social settings. 

HISTORY PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES 

Students who complete the program in History will be able to: 

 Complete a substantial historical project autonomously. 

 Demonstrate the relationship between primary and secondary materials by assessing a 

historian’s work and recognizing the evidence used to construct that historical argument. 

 Present and analyze, in written or oral presentation, different perspectives on an event 

from the past. 

 Have an academic transcript that shows courses with content that ranges over time, 

space, culture, and qualitative and quantitative historical methods. 

 Find appropriate materials online, in a library, or in the community and know how to 

cite them. 

 COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES   

Students taking this class should be able to: 

1. think critically in terms of constructing arguments and presenting evidence to support 

their views through oral and written communication. 

2. evaluate crucial issues affecting the lives of Asian Americans and their relations to the 

dominant society and other ethnic groups in contemporary U.S. society.  This includes 

challenging racial stereotypes through an understanding of the social, economic, political, 

and cultural perspectives of issues associated with race, class, gender, sexual orientation, 

and the politics of representation in the various Asian American communities and in the 

dominant culture.  

3. be familiar with interdisciplinary theoretical approaches to the study of ethnicity, human 

migration, cultural adaptation, and strategies of resistance which draw attention to the 

socio-political reality that conflict and change are integral components of the American 

experience. 

4. analyze the role of the state affecting, and affected by, Asian immigrants and their U.S.-

born descendants.  Central to this topic are the value of citizenship and the roles of 

individual leaders who have been instrumental in the development of a multicultural 

society in the United States. 

5. identify gender roles, gender relations, “traditional” and alternative forms of families and 

approaches to parenting, interethnic relations, and biracial and multicultural identities in 

Asian America. 



 Learning Outcome is assessed through measures such as examinations (objective and/or 

essay), writing assignments, presentations, quizzes, participation in discussions, and 

group activities. 

Required Texts: 

Lon Kurashige and Alice Yang Murray, editors, Major Problems in Asian American History: 

Documents and Essays (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2003) 

Maxine Hong Kingston, The Woman Warrior: memoirs of a girlhood among ghosts (New York, 

NY : Vintage Books, 1989, c1976) 

 COURSE CREDIT HOUR INFORMATION 

In the interest of providing sufficient time to accomplish the stated Course Learning Outcomes, 

this class meets the PLNU credit hour policy for a _4 unit class delivered over _16__ weeks. 

Specific details about how the class meets the credit hour requirement can be provided upon 

request. (Based on 37.5 hours of student engagement per credit hour.) 

Distribution of Student Learning Hours 

Category Time Expectation in Hours 

Online Participation in Discussions, Groups, etc. 40 

Reading Assignments 40 

Written Assignments 40 

Other Assignments & Learning Activities 22 

Quizzes, Surveys 8 

Total Hours 150 

COURSE SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS 

Class Participation (50 Points): You are expected to engage with weekly readings carefully and 

critically and participate actively in class discussions. Failure to attend class and participate in 

discussion will result in a deduction from your final grade. You should use the weekly questions 

and assigned readings from your texts as guides for discussion.  

Discussion Post ( Points): Each week students will participate in online discussions with 

classmates that are related to the week’s learnings. These discussions are strengthening the 

interactive dialogue that occurs in the traditional classroom setting. 

Reading Assignment (250 Points): There are reading assignments from your main textbook. 

These assignments must reflect college-level writing and critical thinking.  The purpose of this 

assignment is to help you keep track of how historical events portrayed in your textbook and to 



help you prepare for the class. You are to write essays and create review questions analyzing 

each chapter reading from your textbook and to submit them through Canvas. 

Personal Identity Interview (50 Points): You need to conduct an interview with any Ethnic 

Americans outside of our class, worth 50 points. Interview questions will be provided in the 

class. 

Book Review (150 Points): You will need to read a The Woman Warrior for your book review. 

The book review (4-5 pages) must be typed double-space in twelve point font. Pages should be 

numbered and papers should be stapled. Due date for your book review is on Nov. 28th. Late 

paper will be penalized ten points per day. Direct quotes are encouraged but their historical 

significance must be explained. The assignment’s purpose is to make the student analyze and 

comment on book. Do not retell the narrative. Assume that the audience already knows the 

book’s plot and wants to know why it is significant. 

Film Review (150 Points): In our lectures, you will watch several films and you must choose 

one to write a review essay. The Film review (4-5 pages) must be typed double-space in twelve 

point font. Pages should be numbered and papers should be stapled. The paper is due on the final 

class date. Late paper will be penalized ten points per day. Direct quotes are encouraged but their 

historical significance must be explained. The assignment’s purpose is to make the student 

analyze and comment on the films. Do not retell the story. Assume that the audience already 

knows the film’s plot and wants to know why it is significant. I will distribute more specific 

instructions and guidelines for the film review. I encourage students to relate the films to the 

texts we are reading in class, as well as do some research into the films. 

Examinations (400 Points): 2 exams will be presented during the semester. Each examination 

will have essay questions in which students are called upon to identify and analyze the historical 

significance of the terms or questions. 

1. c) 1st and 2nd exams each worth 200 points. 

Make-ups: Make-up examinations, quizzes, and assignments are both burdensome on me and 

unfair to the remainder of the class, and for both reasons make-ups are not readily given. 

Exceptions for good cause are allowed, but you should be prepared to provide written 

verification of any incident preventing you from not taking an exam on the designated day. 

Make-up exams may have a different format from the original one. 

ASSESSMENT AND GRADING 

Student grades will be posted in the Canvas grade book no later than midnight on 
Tuesday of each week beginning in Week Two of this course. It is important to read the 
comments posted in the grade book as these comments are intended to help students 
improve their work. Final grades will be posted within one week of the end of the class. 
Grades will be based on the following: 



Standard Grade Scale Based on Percentages 

A B C D F 

 A  93-100  B+ 87-89  C+ 77-79  D+ 67-69  F  Less than 59 

 A- 90-92  B   83-86  C   73-76  D  63-66   

   B- 80-82  C- 70-72  D- 60-62  

STATE AUTHORIZATION 

State authorization is a formal determination by a state that Point Loma Nazarene University is 

approved to conduct activities regulated by that state. In certain states outside California, Point 

Loma Nazarene University is not authorized to enroll online (distance education) students.  If a 

student moves to another state after admission to the program and/or enrollment in an online 

course, continuation within the program and/or course will depend on whether Point Loma 

Nazarene University is authorized to offer distance education courses in that state.  It is the 

student’s responsibility to notify the institution of any change in his or her physical 

location.  Refer to the map on State Authorization to view which states allow online (distance 

education) outside of California. 

INCOMPLETES AND LATE ASSIGNMENTS 

All assignments are to be submitted/turned in by the beginning of the class session when they are 

due—including assignments posted in Canvas.  Incompletes will only be assigned in extremely 

unusual circumstances. 

PLNU COPYRIGHT POLICY  

Point Loma Nazarene University, as a non-profit educational institution, is entitled by law to use 

materials protected by the US Copyright Act for classroom education. Any use of those materials 

outside the class may violate the law. 

PLNU ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY 

Students should demonstrate academic honesty by doing original work and by giving appropriate 

credit to the ideas of others. Academic dishonesty is the act of presenting information, ideas, 

and/or concepts as one’s own when in reality they are the results of another person’s creativity 

and effort. A faculty member who believes a situation involving academic dishonesty has been 

detected may assign a failing grade for that assignment or examination, or, depending on the 

seriousness of the offense, for the course. Faculty should follow and students may appeal using 

the procedure in the university Catalog. See Academic Policies for definitions of kinds of 

academic dishonesty and for further policy information. 

PLNU ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS POLICY 

https://www.pointloma.edu/offices/office-institutional-effectiveness-research/disclosures
http://catalog.pointloma.edu/content.php?catoid=18&navoid=1278


While all students are expected to meet the minimum standards for completion of this course as 

established by the instructor, students with disabilities may require academic adjustments, 

modifications or auxiliary aids/services.  At Point Loma Nazarene University (PLNU), these 

students are requested to register with the Disability Resource Center (DRC), located in the Bond 

Academic Center. (DRC@pointloma.edu or 619-849-2486). The DRC’s policies and procedures 

for assisting such students in the development of an appropriate academic adjustment plan (AP) 

allows PLNU to comply with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with 

Disabilities Act.  Section 504 (a) prohibits discrimination against students with special needs and 

guarantees all qualified students equal access to and benefits of PLNU programs and 

activities.  After the student files the required documentation, the DRC, in conjunction with the 

student, will develop an AP to meet that student’s specific learning needs.  The DRC will 

thereafter email the student’s AP to all faculty who teach courses in which the student is enrolled 

each semester.  The AP must be implemented in all such courses. 

If students do not wish to avail themselves of some or all of the elements of their AP in a 

particular course, it is the responsibility of those students to notify their professor in that 

course.  PLNU highly recommends that DRC students speak with their professors during the first 

two weeks of each semester about the applicability of their AP in that particular course and/or if 

they do not desire to take advantage of some or all of the elements of their AP in that course. 

PLNU ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION POLICY 

Face-to-Face Format 

Regular and punctual attendance at all classes is considered essential to optimum academic 

achievement. If the student is absent from more than 10 percent of class meetings, the faculty 

member can file a written report which may result in de-enrollment. If the absences exceed 20 

percent, the student may be de-enrolled without notice until the university drop date or, after that 

date, receive the appropriate grade for their work and participation. See Academic Policies in the 

Undergraduate Academic Catalog. 

Hybrid Format 

At Point Loma Nazarene University, attendance is required at all scheduled classes. Adult 

Degree Completion courses are taught in the hybrid format, which means some class meetings 

will be face-to-face and some will be online. 

Attendance in the face-to-face classes is to be for the entire time of the class. Arriving late or 

leaving early will be considered a partial absence. A day of attendance in an online class is 

determined as contributing a substantive note, assignment, discussion, or submission that adds 

value to the course as determined by the instructor. Three days of attendance are required each 

week. (It may be any three days during the week.) 

Face-to-face Portion of the Hybrid course 

mailto:DRC@pointloma.edu
http://catalog.pointloma.edu/content.php?catoid=18&navoid=1278


In blended or hybrid courses, if a student misses one face-to-face class then the faculty member 

will send an email to the student and the Director of Student Success warning of attendance 

jeopardy. There are no exceptions to this policy. 

If a student misses two face-to-face classes, the faculty member or Vice Provost for Academic 

Administration (VPAA) will initiate the student’s de-enrollment from the course without further 

advanced notice to the student. If the date of de-enrollment is past the last date to withdraw from 

a class, the student will be assigned a grade of “F” and there will be no refund of tuition for that 

course. 

Online Portion of the Hybrid Course 

If a student misses two online classes (fails to contribute to a discussion board) during the 

course, then the faculty member will send an email to the student and the Director of Student 

Success warning of attendance jeopardy. There are no exceptions to this policy. 

If a student misses three online classes (fails to contribute to a discussion board by the due date) 

during the course, then the faculty member or Vice Provost for Academic Administration 

(VPAA) will initiate the student’s de-enrollment from the course without further advanced notice 

to the student. If the date of de-enrollment is past the last date to withdraw from a class, the 

student will be assigned a grade of “F” and there will be no refund of tuition for that course. 

1 missed F2F class = warning 

2 missed F2F classes = de-enrollment 

2 missed online classes = warning 

3 missed online classes = de-enrollment 

Online Format 

Students taking online courses are expected to attend each week of the course. Attendance is 

defined as participating in an academic activity within the online classroom which includes 

posting in a graded activity in the course. (Note: Logging into the course does not qualify as 

participation and will not be counted as meeting the attendance requirement.) 

Students who do not attend at least once in any 3 consecutive days will be issued an attendance 

warning. Students who do not attend at least once in any 7 consecutive days will be dropped 

from the course retroactive to the last date of recorded attendance. 

SPIRITUAL CARE 

Please be aware PLNU strives to be a place where you grow as whole persons. To this end, we 

provide resources for our students to encounter God and grow in their Christian faith.   



 If students have questions, a desire to meet with the chaplain or have prayer requests you can 

contact the Office of Spiritual Development  

USE OF TECHNOLOGY 

In order to be successful in the online environment, you'll need to meet the minimum technology 

and system requirements; please refer to the Technology and System Requirements information. 

Problems with technology do not relieve you of the responsibility of participating, turning in 

your assignments, or completing your class work. 

 

https://www.pointloma.edu/offices/spiritual-development
https://help.pointloma.edu/TDClient/1808/Portal/KB/ArticleDet?ID=108349

