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LIT 2000-8  SYLLABUS  

 

 

LJWL 

LIT2000 sec 8 

2 Units 

Fall 2021  

 
 

Meeting days: Wednesday Instructor title and name: Dr. Alain Lescart (PhD) 
– Professor. 

Meeting times: 6:00 – 7:50 PM Phone: 849-2727 

Meeting location: LIBERTY 
STATION 201 Email:alescart@pointloma.edu 

Final Exam: December 15th: 6:00-
8:30 PM 

Office location and hours: BOND 112 -MTuWThF: 
10:00-11:00 

Additional info: A bus shuttle is in 
place to help you reach your class 
on time. 

Additional info: Do not hesitate to request a 
meeting time fi you cannot meet during the office 
hours. 

PLNU Mission⍟ 

To Teach ~ To Shape ~ To Send 

Point Loma Nazarene University exists to provide higher education in a vital Christian 
community where minds are engaged and challenged, character is modeled and formed, and 
service is an expression of faith. Being of Wesleyan heritage, we strive to be a learning 
community where grace is foundational, truth is pursued, and holiness is a way of life. 

Foundational Explorations Mission⍟ 

PLNU provides a foundational course of study in the liberal arts informed by the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. In keeping with the Wesleyan tradition, the curriculum equips 
students with a broad range of knowledge and skills within and across disciplines to enrich major 
study, lifelong learning, and vocational service as Christ-like participants in the world’s diverse 
societies and culture.  
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COURSE DESCRIPTION⍟ 

This course is one of the components of the General Education Program at Point Loma 
Nazarene University, under the category of “Seeking Cultural perspectives.” By including this 
course in a common education experience for undergraduates, the faculty supports the survey 
of human endeavors from a historical, cultural, linguistic, and philosophical perspective, 
including developing critical appreciation of human expression – both artistic and literary. 

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES⍟ 

In this survey of major literary texts of Science-Fiction Literature students will recognize 
characteristic feature of the texts and their genres, gain a sense of their historical, cultural, and 
literary contexts, and develop their own skills on critical reading, thinking, writing and speaking.  
 
By the end of the semester, a student should be able to do the following:  
 
1. Understand and appreciate diverse forms of artistic expression  
2. Closely read and critically analyze texts in their original languages and/or translation.  
3. Recall identify and use fundamental concepts of literary study to read and discuss texts a. 
Standard literary terminology b. Modes/genres of literature c. Elements of literary genres d. 
Literary periods (dates, writers, characteristics, and important developments) e. Extra-literary 
research  
4. Analyze the social, cultural, ethnic, gendered and/or historical contexts of the works and their 
authors, and connect the texts with their own lives.  
 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS AND RECOMMENDED STUDY RESOURCES 
  

- George Orwell. Nineteenth Eighty-Four. Ed. Plume. 2003. ISBN 978-0452284234 
- Ray Bradbury. The Martian Chronicles. Ed. William Morrow. 2006. ISBN 978-0-380-97383-

5 
- Isaac Asimov. Foundation. Ed. Del Ray. 2018. ISBN 978-0-553-38257-0 
- Frank Herbert. Dune. Ed. ACE. 2010. ISBN 978-0-441-17271-9 
- Philip K. Dick. Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? Ed. Del Rey. 2017. ISBN 978-0-345-

40447-3 
- Orson Scott Card. Ender's Game. Ed. Tom Doherrty Associates Book. 1991, ISBN 0-312-

85323-8 

 COURSE CREDIT HOUR INFORMATION⍟ 
In the interest of providing sufficient time to accomplish the stated Course Learning Outcomes, 
this class meets the PLNU credit hour policy for a 2 units class delivered over 15 weeks. It is 
anticipated that students will spend a minimum of 37.5 participation hours per credit hour on 
their coursework. For this course, students will spend an estimated 75 total hours meeting the 
course learning outcomes. The time estimations are provided in the Canvas modules. 
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ASSESSMENT AND GRADING⍟ 
Grades will be based on the following: 

Sample Standard Grade Scale Based on Percentages 

A B C D F 

 A  93-100  B+ 87-89  C+ 77-79  D+ 67-69  F  Less than 59 

 A- 90-92  B   83-86  C   73-76  D  63-66   

   B- 80-82  C- 70-72  D- 60-62  

 

STATE AUTHORIZATION⍟ 
State authorization is a formal determination by a state that Point Loma Nazarene University is 
approved to conduct activities regulated by that state. In certain states outside California, Point 
Loma Nazarene University is not authorized to enroll online (distance education) students.  If a 
student moves to another state after admission to the program and/or enrollment in an online 
course, continuation within the program and/or course will depend on whether Point Loma 
Nazarene University is authorized to offer distance education courses in that state.  It is the 
student’s responsibility to notify the institution of any change in his or her physical 
location.  Refer to the map on State Authorization to view which states allow online (distance 
education) outside of California. 
 
INCOMPLETES AND LATE ASSIGNMENTS 
All assignments are to be submitted/turned in by the beginning of the class session when they are 
due—including assignments posted in Canvas.  Incompletes will only be assigned in extremely 
unusual circumstances (and will then require other assignments). Because the class is based on 
previous readings of the material and because we only meet once a week, we will not accept late 
homework on these readings. Each class counts for two classes (in case you miss one class.) 
 
PLNU COPYRIGHT POLICY ⍟ 
Point Loma Nazarene University, as a non-profit educational institution, is entitled by law to use 
materials protected by the US Copyright Act for classroom education. Any use of those materials 
outside the class may violate the law. 
 
PLNU ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY⍟ 
Students should demonstrate academic honesty by doing original work and by giving appropriate 
credit to the ideas of others. Academic dishonesty is the act of presenting information, ideas, 
and/or concepts as one’s own when in reality they are the results of another person’s creativity 
and effort. A faculty member who believes a situation involving academic dishonesty has been 
detected may assign a failing grade for that assignment or examination, or, depending on the 
seriousness of the offense, for the course. Faculty should follow and students may appeal using 
the procedure in the university Catalog. See Academic Policies for definitions of kinds of 
academic dishonesty and for further policy information. 

https://www.pointloma.edu/offices/office-institutional-effectiveness-research/disclosures
https://catalog.pointloma.edu/content.php?catoid=52&navoid=2919#Academic_Honesty
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PLAGIARISM:  

 

The Department of Literature, Journalism, and Modern Languages fully supports the University 
policy on Academic Honesty with a statement of its own:   

The LJML Department deems intellectual and academic integrity critical to academic success 
and personal development; therefore, any unethical practice will be detrimental to the student’s 
academic record and moral character.  Students who present the work of others as if it were 
their own commit plagiarism.  Presenting another’s work as one’s own includes, but is not 
limited to, borrowing another student’s work, buying a paper, and using the thoughts or ideas of 
others as one’s own (using information in a paper without citation).  Plagiarized work will result 
in a failing grade for the assignment and possibly for the course.  In either event, a written 
report will be filed with the department chair and the area dean.  The dean will review the report 
and submit it to the Provost and the Vice President for Student Development.  It will then be 
placed in the student’s academic file. 

Public Discourse: Much of the work we will do in this class is cooperative, by nature of the 
class discussions and general feedback given to written work and/projects; thus you should think 
of all your writing and speaking for and in class as public, not private, discourse. By continuing 
in this class, you acknowledge that your work will be viewed by others in the class.  Thinking of 
our class work as public and shared also gives us the chance to treat one another with gentleness 
and compassion. 

Maintaining Your Own Class Schedule through Online Registration: You will be 
responsible for maintaining your own class schedule. Should you need to drop this or any course, 
please remember to drop the course before the November 4 deadline for 15-week classes and 
September 23 for Quad 1 classes. If you need to drop a class, be sure to fill out and submit the 
official forms; simply ceasing to attend may result in a grade of F on your transcript. 

Final Examinations: Final Examinations are the culminating learning event in a course, and 
they are scheduled to take into account all the different courses and departments across the 
university.  The exam schedule varies from year to year.    The final examination schedule is 
posted on the Class Schedules site. You are expected to arrange your personal affairs to fit the 
examination schedule.  In the rare case that you may be scheduled for more than three (3) final 
examinations on the same day, you may work out an alternate time for one of your exams with 
your professors.  This is the only university-sanctioned reason for taking a final exam at a time 
other than the officially scheduled time for the exam.  Please confirm your final examination 
schedule the first week of classes, and schedule those exam times into your daily planners and 
calendars now.  If you find that your final exam schedule is the one described above, please meet 
with your professors as soon as possible so that they may help you to make alternative 
arrangements for taking your exams.  Department chairs/school deans and college deans need not 
be involved in the process of making this accommodation. 

 

http://www.pointloma.edu/experience/academics/class-schedules
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Class Sessions, Preparation, Assignments, and Technology:  

a. If you wish to use your laptop during class, you need to sit in the front row/s.  If 
you are using an electronic reader (Kindle, Nook, etc.), please let me know and 
have no other “file” open on your reader other than the class text/reading. If you 
are doing something else on your laptop you will be asked to leave the class and 
will lose your participation points for that class. 

b. All other electronics must be muted or turned off for the entire class period. 

c. Completion of all assignments is required and passing the course will be difficult 
without doing so. Readings and written responses must be prepared in advance of 
the date scheduled/due and of sufficient length and quality to meet the 
assignment’s requirements and intents. Missed work (quizzes and written 
responses) may be made up only in truly extenuating circumstances and only if 
you and I have had a conversation about your situation. No make-up work will be 
given for missed work. 

d. Late assignments will not be accepted either in person, by delivery, or in my 
mailbox (unless you and I have communicated prior to the deadline about 
extenuating circumstances). 

e. It is your responsibility to see to it that I receive your work. 

f. Always keep multiple USB copies and hardcopies of your work on hand so that 
you can provide duplicate copies if you need to. 

g. Handwritten assignments are never acceptable (unless so specified). 

h. You may be requested to attend office hours with the professor if a need arises. 

 

Classroom Decorum: Please manage your electronic devices appropriately and with 
consideration for others—see a&b above.  Please dress in appropriate academic attire out of 
consideration for others in our class.  I do reserve the right to ask you to leave the classroom if I 
believe your attire to be offensive and/or an obstacle to a positive learning and teaching 
environment. 

 

Email & Eclass: You are responsible for checking your PLNU email account and Eclass 
regularly for electronic messages from me (and sometimes from your classmates).  You are fully 
accountable for all course material, announcements, communications that are distributed via 
email and CANVAS; and I will send messages only to these sites.  Please let me know if you 
encounter any technical problems with these sites. 
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PLNU ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS POLICY⍟ 
PLNU is committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all its programs, services, 
and activities. Students with disabilities may request course-related accommodations by 
contacting the Educational Access Center (EAC), located in the Bond Academic Center 
(EAC@pointloma.edu or 619-849-2486). Once a student’s eligibility for an accommodation has 
been determined, the EAC will issue an academic accommodation plan (“AP”) to all faculty who 
teach courses in which the student is enrolled each semester.   
 
PLNU highly recommends that students speak with their professors during the first two weeks of 
each semester/term about the implementation of their AP in that particular course and/or if they 
do not wish to utilize some or all of the elements of their AP in that course. 
 
Students who need accommodations for a disability should contact the EAC as early as possible 
(i.e., ideally before the beginning of the semester) to assure appropriate accommodations can be 
provided. It is the student’s responsibility to make the first contact with the EAC.  

 

Because we only meet once a week and each student has a full week to prepare for the class, we 
will not accept late assignments and there are no extra time before class to complete your work, 7 
days are enough for this. Plan your schedule appropriately and do not wait the last minute to do 
your homework. 

 
PLNU ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION POLICY⍟ 
Regular and punctual attendance at all class sessions is considered essential to optimum 
academic achievement. If the student is absent for more than 10 percent of class sessions, the 
faculty member will issue a written warning of de-enrollment. If the absences exceed 20 percent, 
the student may be de-enrolled without notice until the university drop date or, after that date, 
receive the appropriate grade for their work and participation.  
In some courses, a portion of the credit hour content will be delivered asynchronously and 
attendance will be determined by submitting the assignments by the posted due dates. See 
Academic Policies in the Undergraduate Academic Catalog.  If absences exceed these limits but 
are due to university excused health issues, an exception will be granted.  

Asynchronous Attendance/Participation Definition 
A day of attendance in asynchronous content is determined as contributing a substantive note, 
assignment, discussion, or submission by the posted due date. Failure to meet these standards 
will result in an absence for that day. Instructors will determine how many asynchronous 
attendance days are required each week. 
 
SPIRITUAL CARE 
Please be aware PLNU strives to be a place where you grow as whole persons. To this end, we 
provide resources for our students to encounter God and grow in their Christian faith.   
 If students have questions, a desire to meet with the chaplain or have prayer requests you can 
contact the Office of Spiritual Development. 

mailto:EAC@pointloma.edu
https://catalog.pointloma.edu/content.php?catoid=52&navoid=2919#Academic_Honesty
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ASSIGNMENTS AT-A-GLANCE 
Assignments are posted in Canvas and you can see on the Daily schedule the detaisl of each 
week assignment too. 

 
 

 


