
point loma  
nazarene  
university

Spring 2017

wednesdays 
7 - 9:45 p.m. 
bresee lab,  
ryan library

michael james rocha

adjunct,  
associate instructor  
of magazine design

619 293.1724 (work) 
mrocha@pointloma.edu

office hours

by appointment only

WRITING 440  MAGAZINE EDITING AND CONCEPTS 3 credits

instructor  |  michael james rocha

page 1
january 2017

By the end of this class, you will be familiar 
with how a magazine is produced, from start 
to finish. You will also become familiar with 
the key roles of magazine staff: the editor, 
the advertising manager, the art director and 

the circulation manager. 

Most of your time will be spent as a team player on a 
magazine that you will 
create from scratch. The 
stories for your magazine 
should be original, based 
on real-world topics. By 
semester’s end, you will 
develop a magazine 
prototype that you and 
your teammates will 
present to the class on 
Wednesday, April 26. 
The presentation and the 
prototype combined will 
be your final exam. 

Each of you will be 
responsible for writing two articles for the class: the first at 
least 500 words in length, the second at least 1,100 words. 
You will also be responsible for creating page layouts for 
your articles using the page-design program InDesign. The 
group will also need to demonstrate the value of present-
ing the magazine on multiple platforms: print, online and 
social media. 

C L A S S  O B J E C T I V E S

Students who complete WRI440 will be able to:

1. Develop and present (application, synthesis) a magazine 
prototype as a part of a collaborative team effort

2. Compose and copy-edit (application, synthesis) 
magazine stories 

3. Create (application, synthesis) page layouts with design 
software such as InDesign

4. Demonstrate (knowledge, comprehension) an un-
derstanding of the key roles of a magazine staff and the 
industry
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D E S I G N - S P E C I F I C  C L A S S  O B J E C T I V E S

Achieving simplicity in design looks easy enough. But any designer will tell you that it’s easier 
said than done. Good design — in our case, good magazine design — is what separates good 
publications from mediocre ones. In this electronic age, good design becomes even more 
important because you’re competing for the audience’s attention. Just how do you achieve good 
design? That will be one of the things you’ll learn in this class.  By the end of the 16 weeks, we 
will have covered the following in the design portion of the class: 

•   Basic design concepts, such as typography and color. 
•   Effective use of white space.  
•   How to use grids.  
•   Designing on deadline.  
•   Dealing with production issues and challenges.  
•   Planning and backout schedules.  
•   Booking the magazine.  
•   Analyzing effective design for various target audiences. 

B A C K I N G  U P  Y O U R  W O R K

Because of the nature of this class, it is very important to back up your work. Make it a habit 
to back up your work during class, after class and pretty much every single time you touch your 
InDesign documents. Files are not to be stored on the class shared drive. It is important that 
pages and photos be stored in two places (your personal drives as well as a flash drive). Any 
missing files will put you and the team at a serious disadvantage — jeopardizing your grade and 
your final project. 

C L A S S  F O R M AT

Class meetings will include lectures as well as individual and group exercises. 

The design portion of the magazine class will be in a lab format. The class will be a mix of 
lectures, hands-on InDesign sessions, one-on-one critiques and group discussions. There might 
be an occasional quiz just to make sure you’re absorbing some of the basic design concepts. 

The Bresee Lab is reserved for students enrolled in Writing 440 during scheduled class sessions. 
In addition to these hours, you may use the Bresee Lab to work on assignments during the 
posted open-lab hours.  

O U T- O F - C L A S S  R E Q U I R E M E N T

It is important to devote at least four to six hours outside of class each week to accomplish 
the assignments and the final project. Most of the class will be devoted to hands-on work on 
articles and layouts, but in order to efficiently use our allotted in-class time, work must also be 
done outside of class. 
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R E A D I N G  M AT E R I A L S

Reading materials will be provided as necessary. 

S U P P L I E S

• To store and back-up your files, you will need a 
flash drive (at least 2G). 

• Purchase of one magazine is required. 

G R A D I N G  P O L I C Y

Final grades will be based on the following scale:

•   A 93% - 100% of possible points

•   A- 90% - 92% of possible points

•   B+ 87% - 89% of possible points

•   B 83% - 86% of possible points

•   B- 80% - 82% of possible points

•   C+ 77% - 79% of possible points

•   C 73% - 76% of possible points

•   C- 70% - 72% of possible points

•   D+ 67% - 69% of possible points

•   D 63% - 66% of possible points

•   D- 60% - 62% of possible points

•   F 0% - 59% of possible points

Grades will be determined as a percentage of points accumulated divided  
by the total points possible throughout the semester. 

D E A D L I N E S

Work submitted after the deadline will lose half of its potential grade and will only be accepted 
one week after its due date.

AT T E N D A N C E  P O L I C Y

The basic guidelines for this class are simple: 1) Be in class. 2) Be on time. 3) Have your work 
ready at the beginning of class. Two will put you behind, and with three absences, you can be 
dropped from class altogether. Two late arrivals or early departures are equal to 1 absence.
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F I N A L  E X A M S

Taking the final exam at its scheduled date and time is part of the course requirements.  Stu-
dents are expected to fit their travel arrangements around the requirements of the course.

A C A D E M I C  A C C O M M O D AT I O N S

While all students are expected to meet the minimum standards for completion of this course 
as established by the instructor, students with disabilities may require academic accommoda-
tions. At Point Loma Nazarene University, these students are requested to file documentation 
during the first two weeks of the semester with the Academic Support Center (ASC), located 
in the Bond Academic Center. This policy assists the University in its commitment to full com-
pliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act and the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
Section 504 (a) prohibits discrimination against students with special needs and guarantees 
all qualified students equal access to and benefits of PLNU programs and activities. Once the 
student files documentation, the ASC will contact the student’s instructors and provide writ-
ten recommendations for reasonable and appropriate accommodations to meet the individual 
learning needs of the student.

D E PA R T M E N TA L  P L A G I A R I S M  P O L I C Y

The Department of Literature, Journalism, and Modern Languages deems intellectual and 
academic integrity to be critical to academic success and personal development; therefore, any 
unethical practice will be detrimental to the student’s academic record and moral character. Stu-
dents who present the work of others, which includes but is not limited to borrowing another 
student’s work, buying a paper, or using the thoughts or ideas of others as if their own (using 
information in a paper without citation), commit plagiarism. Students will be held accountable 
for plagiarized material whether the material was plagiarized intentionally or unintentionally. 
Plagiarized work will result in a failing grade for the assignment and possibly for the course. In 
either event, a written report will be filed with the department chair and area dean. The dean 
will review the report and submit it to the provost and the vice president for student develop-
ment. It will then be placed in the student’s academic file.

P U B L I C  D I S C O U R S E

Much of the work we will do in this class is cooperative, by nature of the class discussions and 
general feedback given to written work and/projects; thus you should think of all your writing 
and speaking for and in class as public, not private, discourse.  By continuing in this class, you 
acknowledge that your work will be viewed by others in the class.

I N C L U S I V I T Y

Because the Literature, Journalism, and Modern Language department recognizes the power of 
language, all public language used in this course, including written and spoken discourse, will be 
inclusive.  This standard is outlined by all major academic style guides, including MLA, APA, 
and Chicago, and is the norm in university-level work.

E - M A I L

O N L I N E 
R E S O U R C E S

www.mrmagazine.com 
The Web site of maga-
zine expert Samir Husni, 
Ph.D.

www.magazine.org 
The official Web site of 
the Magazine Publishers 
of America.

www.garcia-media.com 
Web site of renowned 
designer Mario Garcia.  
www.snd.org - The Web 
site of the Society for 
News Design. 
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S C H E D U L E  O F  T O P I C S  A N D  A S S I G N M E N T S 

Wednesday, Jan. 11 
EDITING/WRITING Introduction: Magazine writing and editing (lecture) 
DESIGN Introduction: Magazine design (lecture) 
LAB/EXERCISE Interviewing my neighbor for a magazine story (demo) 

Wednesday, Jan. 18
EDITING/WRITING The elements of a good story (lecture)
DESIGN Introduction: InDesign basics (lecture)
LAB/EXERCISE Interviewing my neighbor for a magazine story (hands-on) 

Wednesday, Jan. 25
EDITING/WRITING The elements of a good story, Part 2 (lecture) 
DESIGN Typography and color (using InDesign, lecture and hands-on) 
LAB/EXERCISE InDesign layout exercise — typography and color (25 points) (hands-on) 

Wednesday, Feb. 1 
EDITING/WRITING The “utilitarian” story (lecture)
DESIGN White space and grids (using InDesign, lecture and hands-on) 
LAB/EXERCISE InDesign layout exercise — white space and grids (25 points) (hands-on)

Wednesday, Feb. 8 
EDITING/WRITING Brainstorming the “utilitarian” story
DESIGN Designing a page (lecture) 
LAB/EXERCISE Finishing design layout exercise — designing a page (25 points) (hands-on)

Wednesday, Feb. 15 
EDITING/WRITING Write Article 1 — “utilitarian” story (500 words) 50 points.   
DESIGN Roles of magazine staff; brainstorm Article 2 — feature story (lecture)
LAB/EXERCISE Continue writing Article 1. Due Wednesday, Feb. 22. 

Wednesday, Feb. 22 
EDITING/WRITING Turn in Article 1 — “utilitarian” story; start writing Article 2 — feature story. 
LAB/EXERCISE Start designing Article 1 layout. (25 points) (hands-on)

Wednesday, March 1 
EDITING/WRITING Continue writing Article 2. (hands-on)
DESIGN Magazine covers (lecture) 
LAB/EXERCISE Finish designing Article 1 layout . Due at end of class. (hands-on)

Wednesday, March 8 
Spring Break 

Wednesday, March 15 
EDITING/WRITING Article 2 due at beginning of class. (1,100 words). 100 points 
DESIGN Multiple-page spreads. Table of contents, editor’s letter, staff box (lecture)
LAB/EXERCISE Star designing Article 2 layout (hands-on)  
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Wednesday, March 22 
EDITING/WRITING Start writing table of contents, editor’s letter, staff box (hands-on)
DESIGN Ads due. Turn in photocopies of proposed advertisements (minimum of 5). 
Start booking magazine. 
LAB/EXERCISE Finish designing Article 2 (50 points). Due at end of class. Prep for merging. 

Wednesday, March 29 
EDITING/WRITING Continue writing table of contents, editor’s letter, staff box (hands-on)
DESIGN Start designing cover (hands-on)
LAB/EXERCISE Merge layouts into one document (hands-on)

Wednesday, April 5 
EDITING/WRITING Magazines should be in proofing stage 
DESIGN Magazines must be in design proofing stage
LAB/EXERCISE First proof due at end of class 

Wednesday, April 12 
EDITING/WRITING Magazines should be in proofing stage 
DESIGN Magazines must be in design proofing stage
LAB/EXERCISE Second proof due at end of class

Wednesday, April 19
LAB/EXERCISE Final magazines due at 9 p.m. 

Wednesday, April 26 
Class recap and presentation prep 

Wednesday, May 3  
Final presentations (7:30 p.m.) 

O T H E R  P O I N T S

•   Overall magazine prototype 150 points

•    Fulfillment of team member responsibilities 50 points 
These include attendance at group meetings, cooperation, initiative and fulfillment of group- 
determined deadlines.

•   ��In-class oral presentation 25 points 
This includes cohesiveness and thoroughness of the presentation and being realistic about your 
magazine’s demographics and financial projections. 


