
 

 

 

Department of Music 

MUC 3052C/4052C 

1 or 2 Units 

Fall 2026 

Meeting days/times to be scheduled with Professor at the following link: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1ucvFXQlYbzGzUNPKhiE_8bAVe756Nx1oMyfc5vNraTQ/edit?usp=sharing 

Meeting location: Ingram Recording Studio, Cooper Music Center 125 

Final Song Files Due: Monday, December 14, 2026 

Instructor title and name: Chaz Celaya, M.M., J.D. 

Phone: 619-849-2782 

Email: ccelaya@pointloma.edu 

Office location and hours: Cooper 218, by appointment 

PLNU Mission 

To Teach ~ To Shape ~ To Send 

Point Loma Nazarene University exists to provide higher education in a vital Christian community where minds are 
engaged and challenged, character is modeled and formed, and service is an expression of faith. Being of 
Wesleyan heritage, we strive to be a learning community where grace is foundational, truth is pursued, and 
holiness is a way of life. 



 

 

Course Description and Outcomes 

MUC3052 - Study of compositional, songwriting, and production processes through basic concepts of 
melodic writing, hook development, song arrangement, and the manipulation of diverse harmonic, 
textural and rhythmic materials through the use of a digital audio workstation. Goal is to have a 
minimum 3-song EP in your portfolio by end of Junior year. May be repeated. 

MUC4052 - Development of production and arrangement skills through handling extended forms, 
advanced studio production techniques and larger performance forces (choirs, orchestras, etc.). Goal is 
to have an additional 4-6 songs added to portfolio for Senior Project. May be repeated. 

Required Texts and Recommended Study Resources 

1) USB 3.0 Flash Drive. Minimum 128GB for transferring and backing up projects and sessions.  

2) A set of professional over the ear “closed back” headphones for studio sessions. Industry standard 
options are: Sony MDR-7506, Beyerdynamic DT-770, and the Audio-Technica ATH-M series.  

Assessment and Grading 

• Weekly attendance and progress:  50% 
• Completed Projects: 50% 

Grades will be based on the following: 

A B C D F 

 A  93-100  B+ 87-89  C+ 77-79  D+ 67-69  F  Less than 59 

 A- 90-92  B   83-86  C   73-76  D  63-66   

   B- 80-82  C- 70-72  D- 60-62  



 

 

 

Spiritual Care 

Please be aware PLNU strives to be a place where you grow as whole persons. To this end, we provide resources 
for our students to encounter God and grow in their Christian faith.   

If students have questions, a desire to meet with the chaplain or have prayer requests you can contact your 
professor or the Office of Spiritual Life and Formation. 

State Authorization 

State authorization is a formal determination by a state that Point Loma Nazarene University is approved to 
conduct activities regulated by that state. In certain states outside California, Point Loma Nazarene University is 
not authorized to enroll online (distance education) students.  If a student moves to another state after admission 
to the program and/or enrollment in an online course, continuation within the program and/or course will 
depend on whether Point Loma Nazarene University is authorized to offer distance education courses in that 
state.  It is the student’s responsibility to notify the institution of any change in his or her physical location.  Refer 
to the map on State Authorization to view which states allow online (distance education) outside of California. 

PLNU Copyright Policy 

Point Loma Nazarene University, as a non-profit educational institution, is entitled by law to use materials 
protected by the US Copyright Act for classroom education. Any use of those materials outside the class may 
violate the law. 

PLNU Recording Notification 

In order to enhance the learning experience, please be advised that this course may be recorded by the professor 
for educational purposes, and access to these recordings will be limited to enrolled students and authorized 
personnel.  

Note that all recordings are subject to copyright protection. Any unauthorized distribution or publication of these 
recordings without written approval from the University (refer to the Dean) is strictly prohibited. 

PLNU Academic Honesty Policy 

Students should demonstrate academic honesty by doing original work and by giving appropriate credit to the 
ideas of others. Academic dishonesty is the act of presenting information, ideas, and/or concepts as one’s own 
when in reality they are the results of another person’s creativity and effort. A faculty member who believes a 
situation involving academic dishonesty has been detected may assign a failing grade for that assignment or 
examination, or, depending on the seriousness of the offense, for the course. Faculty should follow and students 



 

 

may appeal using the procedure in the university Catalog. See Academic Policies for definitions of kinds of 
academic dishonesty and for further policy information. 

PLNU Academic Behavior Policy 

Both faculty and students at Point Loma Nazarene University have the right to expect a safe and ordered 
environment for learning. Students are expected to take the initiative to learn and conduct themselves in a 
mature and civil manner in the classroom environment. Any student behavior that is disruptive or threatening is a 
serious affront to Point Loma Nazarene University as a learning community. Students who fail to adhere to these 
behavioral standards may be subject to disciplinary action, including removal from class or further university 
sanctions. For a full definition of disruptive behavior, response procedures, and the appeal process, please consult 
the Academic Behavior Policy in the University Catalog. 

 



 

 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy 

You are allowed to use Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools (e.g., ChatGPT, Gemini Pro GrammarlyGo, 
Perplexity, etc.) in this course. Any work that utilizes AI-based tools must be clearly identified as such, 
including the specific tool(s) used. Please use this Purdue resource to guide your citations when using AI.  

PLNU Academic Accommodations Policy 

PLNU is committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all its programs, services, and 
activities in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Students with disabilities may 
request course-related accommodations by contacting the Educational Access Center (EAC), located in 
the Bond Academic Center, by email or phone at 619-849-2533. Once a student’s eligibility for an 
accommodation has been determined, the EAC will work with the student to create an Accommodation 
Plan (AP) that outlines approved accommodations. Professors are able to view a student’s approved 
accommodations through Accommodate. 

PLNU highly recommends that students speak with their professors during the first two weeks of each 
semester/term about the implementation of their approved accommodations in that particular course. 
Accommodations are not retroactive; as such, clarifying with the professor at the outset is one of the 
best ways to promote positive academic outcomes. 

Students who need accommodations for a disability-related need should contact the EAC as early as 
possible (i.e., ideally before the beginning of the semester) to assure appropriate accommodations can 
be provided. In accordance with ADA, accommodations cannot constitute a fundamental alteration to 
course outcomes; therefore, planning ahead is vital in establishing appropriate accommodations for 
equal access to this course. It is the student’s responsibility to make the first contact with the 
EAC. Students cannot assume that because they had accommodations in the past, their eligibility at 
PLNU is automatic. All determinations at PLNU must go through the EAC eligibility process. This is to 
protect the privacy of students with disabilities who may not want to disclose this information and are 
not asking for any accommodations.  

PLNU Attendance and Participation Policy 

Regular and punctual attendance at all lessons is considered essential to optimum academic achievement. If the 
student is absent for more than 10 percent of lessons, the faculty member will issue a written warning of de-
enrollment. If the absences exceed 20 percent, the student may be de-enrolled without notice until the university 
withdrawal date or, after that date, receive an “F” grade.  

LomaBooks Instructions for Students: 

This course may be part of our course material delivery program, LomaBooks. The bookstore will provide each 
student with a convenient package containing all required physical materials; all digitally delivered materials 
will be integrated into Canvas. 



 

 

You should have received an email from the bookstore confirming the list of materials that will be provided for 
each of your courses and asking you to select how you would like to receive any printed components (in-store pick 
up or home delivery). If you have not done so already, please confirm your fulfillment preference so the 
bookstore can prepare your LomaBooks materials.  

Assignments At-A-Glance  

This course is a private lesson culminating in end-of-semester deliverables. Any additional deadlines will be 
communicated during lessons.  

 

 


