
 

 

History and Poli.cal Science 

HIS 3060: Wilderness in the American Mind 

3 Units 

Spring 2025⍟ 

Mee8ng days Tu-Thus 4:30-5:45pm 

Mee8ng loca8on: Colt 120 

Final Exam: Tuesday, May 5, 4:30-7 

 

Informa8on Specifics for the Course 

Instructor 8tle and name: R. Kennedy 

Phone: 619-849-2537 

Email: rkennedy@pointloma.edu 

Office loca8on and hours: 

Colt 209 

Mon: 1:30-4:00 

Tu-Thur 9am-4pm 

Wed: 12-3:30 

Friday:  9:30-11am 

PLNU Mission⍟ 

To Teach ~ To Shape ~ To Send 

Point Loma Nazarene University exists to provide higher educa.on in a vital Chris.an community where 
minds are engaged and challenged, character is modeled and formed, and service is an expression of 
faith. Being of Wesleyan heritage, we strive to be a learning community where grace is founda.onal, 
truth is pursued, and holiness is a way of life. 

General Educa8on Mission⍟ 

Note: For GE courses only 



PLNU provides a founda.onal course of study in the liberal arts informed by the life, death, and 
resurrec.on of Jesus Christ. In keeping with the Wesleyan tradi.on, the curriculum equips students with 
a broad range of knowledge and skills within and across disciplines to enrich major study, lifelong 
learning, and voca.onal service as Christ-like par.cipants in the world’s diverse socie.es and culture.  

Course Descrip8on⍟ 

Note: Describe the course’s purpose and scope; include the verba8m text of the university catalog 
descrip.on for this course. You may follow this official catalog course descrip.on with an amplified 
descrip.on reflec.ng the way this par.cular course is designed. 

Program and Course Learning Outcomes⍟ 

Note: Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) iden.fy what students will know and be able to demonstrate 
in their chosen discipline upon gradua.on. Course Learning Outcomes (CLO’s) are statements of what 
students are expected to know, understand and be able to do by the .me they complete the course.  For 
students it may be easier to communicate the learning outcomes in language like: “You will” instead of 
“the student will.”  CLOs are more specific learning outcomes that iden.fy learning in an individual 
course.  Course CLOs will be more detailed and specific than program PLOs however they should be 
general enough to provide flexibility and accommodate varia.on in specific content as the field evolves 
over .me. CLO’s for this course should be listed. If any PLO’s are assessed in the course, the PLO(s) also 
needs to be listed with  a brief descrip.on of the assessment to be used. 

General Educa8on Learning Outcomes⍟ 

Note for GE courses only: For any General Educa.on Learning Outcome (GELO’s) assessed in the course, 
be certain to list those outcomes and a brief descrip.on of the assessment to be used. Addi.onally 
include a brief statement about the type of signature assignment that will be used to measure GE 
learning outcomes in this course. 

1. Link to GE courses and assessment plan: hkps://assessment.pointloma.edu/academic-
assessment/general-educa.on/assessment-plan/ 

2. Link to GELO’s: hkps://pointloma-public.courseleaf.com/tug-catalog/general-educa.on/ 

3. <GE Learning Outcome(s) here> 

4. <Signature Assignment(s) here> 

Required Texts and Recommended Study Resources* 

Students are responsible for having the required course textbooks prior to the first day of class.  

All supplemental materials posted on this course site (including ar.cles, book excerpts, or other 
documents) are provided for your personal academic use. These materials may be protected by 
copyright law and should not be duplicated or distributed without permission of the copyright owner. 

 

https://assessment.pointloma.edu/academic-assessment/general-education/assessment-plan/
https://assessment.pointloma.edu/academic-assessment/general-education/assessment-plan/
https://pointloma-public.courseleaf.com/tug-catalog/general-education/


Wilderness World of John Muir, Teale, Edwin Way (Ed.) (9780618127511)  

Desert Solitaire: A Season in the Wilderness, Abbey, Edward (9780671695880)  

Winds of Santa Ana, Kennedy, Rick (9781666736137) 

       
Course Credit Hour Informa8on⍟ 

Note: Use the informa.on below for Online and Hybrid courses. The credit hour informa.on below is 
required for the hybrid and online modality. To calculate the “es.mated total hours” for the last blank 
space below, please mul.ply the number of units .mes 37.5.  

In the interest of providing sufficient .me to accomplish the stated Course Learning Outcomes, this class 
meets the PLNU credit hour policy for a __ unit class delivered over ___ weeks. It is an.cipated that 
students will spend a minimum of 37.5 par.cipa.on hours per credit hour on their coursework. For this 
course, students will spend an es.mated ___ total hours mee.ng the course learning outcomes. The 
.me es.ma.ons are provided in the Canvas modules. 

Assessment and Grading⍟ 

Grades:  Akendance 25%, Class Assignments 25%, Three class presenta.ons 25%, Final 25% 
 

Three Class Presenta8ons Requirements:  
You will orally present in class a 10 minute presenta.on on a topic directly related to ideas and 
informa.on presented in course lectures and readings.  For example:  
1. You may present your own ideas about something we read about such as Mather's two-books 
revela.on,  Edwards on the role of beauty, or Thoreau's ideas about walking 
 
2. You may relate specific ideas/quotes from the class to a par.cular experience of your own in 
crea.on/wilderness. 
 
3. You may analyze a poem, hymn, song, pain.ng, or movie that you think relates specifically to our 
class.  Be crea.ve.  Check with professor for appropriateness. 
 
The presenta.on will include:  A handwriken paragraph (from each student) describing your 
presenta.on, the importance of the topic, and what lectures, ideas, or readings from the class that 
directly relate to your topic.   
 
Presenta.ons are graded on evident effort.  They be presented during class throughout the semester 
and it is the responsibility of the student to schedule all three. 

 
 

Course Schedule: 
 
1/13. The English term “Wilderness.” Chris.an-biblical Tradi.ons.  Stoll's Inherit the Holy Mountain: 
Religion and the Rise of American Environmentalism  
 



1/15 Na.ve American TEK (Tradi.onal Ecological Knowledge) and Catholic Missionaries. Discuss Wisdom 
Sits in Places.   
 
1/20 Chris.an Two-Book Tradi.on of Divine Communica.on in Early America:  Discuss ChrisDan 
Philosopher and Curiosa Americana by Cokon Mather  
 
1/22 American Enlightenment: Edwards on Beauty and Franklin's Stove: Assign: "Ravished by Beauty" 
and "Franklin's Stove" 
 
1/27 Curiosity and Wonder in the Enlightenment: Assign: Bartram's Travels 
 
1/29 Wilderness at Sea: Whaling and Human Influence on Ecology: Assign video on Whaling 
 
2/3 The Roman.c Wilderness: The Coopers and Danas: Assign Dana poems  
 
2/5 Gilbert White, William and Dorothy Wordsworth, and Susan F. Cooper: Assign Rural Hours  
 
2/10 Humbold.an and Darwinian Geodesy and Cosmology.  Assign The InvenDon of Nature 
 
2/12 Concord Transcendentalism: Assign Thoreau’s Walking and Emerson’s Nature 
 
2/17 Civil War, Marsh's Man and Nature and Olmstead's Urban Parks: A video on Olmstead 
 
2/19 Yosemite: Removal of Indians, Olmstead, Galen Clark, and Crea.on of State then Na.onal Park: 
Assign Na.onal Parks video 
 
2/24 John Muir: Mountaineer Essayist: Assign first half of Wilderness World of John Muir 
 
2/26  John Muir: Assign second half of Wilderness World of John Muir  
 
3/3 The Rise of Camping Culture, Hiking Clubs, Sierra Club and John Muir Trail: Assign Murray's Camp Life 
in the Adirondacks and Solomons of the Sierra 
 
3/5  Art of American Wilderness: Pre-Civil War Pain.ngs and Post-Civil War: Assign video on Thomas Cole 
 
Spring Break 
 
3/17 A Na.onal Parks System: Stephen Mather, and Horace Albright.  Assign two Ken Burns documentary 
episodes. 
 
3/19 Hetch Hetchy, Gifford Pinchot, Conserva.on, and Dept. of Interior:  Assign videos and Harold Ikies    
 
3/24 The Roosevelt Families: Assign Brinkley’s Wilderness Warrior: Theodore Roosevelt and the Crusade 
for America and Brinkley’s RighNul Heritage: Franklin D. Roosevelt and Land of America. 
 
3/26 The Nature Study Movement, Ci.zen Bird, and Gene Strakon Porter:  Assign video and Keeper of 
the Bees 
 



3/31 George W. Carver and Rachel Carson:  Assign readings from Carver and Carson 
 
4/2  Easter Break 
 
4/7  Aldo Leopold, Sand County Almanac, and the Wilderness Society.  Assign:  Sand County Almanac and 
watch videos provided on Canvas. 
 
4/9 President and Mrs. Johnson, Wallace Stegner’s Leker, The Wilderness Act of 1964, Wilderness Trails 
Act of 1968, and the “Na.onal Beauty Address.”  Discuss the leker and watch the videos provided on 
Canvas.  Begin Abbey's Desert Solitaire 
 
4/14 William O. Douglas, Wilderness Bill of Rights, and Discuss Edward Abbey's Desert Solitaire 
 
4/16 Healings on the Appalachian Trail, Colin Archer, and Discuss Edward Abbey's Desert Solitaire 
 
4/21 Santa Barbara Oil Spill, the EPA, Coastal Commission, and the Chumash Marine Sanctuary: Begin 
reading Winds of Santa Ana 
 
4/23 Review: Discuss Winds of Santa Ana pp. 1-55 
 
4/28 Review: Discuss Winds of Santa Ana, pp. 56-129 
 
4/30 Review: Discuss Winds of Santa Ana, pp. 130-182 
 
Final Exam:  Handwrite (apx 100 words/3 normal pages) on the three or more most important things you 
learned about the history of wilderness in the American mind.  (Cite specific short quotes from at least 4 
different authors we read in our class.)  You will present your essay to the class for discussion. 
 
Final Examina8on Policy⍟ 

Successful comple.on of this class requires taking the final examina.on on its scheduled day. The final 
examina.on schedule is posted on the Tradi.onal Undergraduate Records: Final Exam Schedules site. If 
you find yourself scheduled for three (3) or more final examina.ons on the same day, you are authorized 
to contact each professor to arrange a different .me for one of those exams. However, unless you have 
three (3) or more exams on the same day, no requests for alterna.ve final examina.ons will be granted. 

Note: This note is relevant to the following two sec.ons: Content Warning and Trigger Warning. These 
sec.ons provide suggested syllabus components for courses that may contain uncomfortable or 
poten.ally triggering content or discussions.  

Content Warning* 

I acknowledge that each of you comes to PLNU with your own unique life experiences. This contributes 
to the way you perceive various types of informa.on. In [class name], all of the class content, including 
that which may be intellectually or emo.onally challenging, has been inten.onally curated to achieve 
the learning goals for this course. The decision to include such material is not taken lightly. These topics 
include [list topics]. If you encounter a topic that is intellectually challenging for you, it can manifest in 

http://www.pointloma.edu/experience/academics/class-schedules


feelings of discomfort and upset. In response, I encourage you to come talk to me or your friends or 
family about it. Class topics are discussed for the sole purpose of expanding your intellectual 
engagement in the area of [subject/major], and I will support you throughout your learning in this 
course.  

Trigger Warning* 

I acknowledge that each of you comes to PLNU with your own unique life experiences. This contributes 
to the way you perceive several types of informa.on. In [class name], we will cover a variety of topics, 
some of which you may find triggering. These topics include [list topics]. Each .me this topic appears in a 
reading or unit, it is marked on the syllabus. The experience of being triggered versus intellectually 
challenged are different. The main difference is that an individual must have experienced trauma to 
experience being triggered, whereas an intellectual challenge has nothing to do with trauma. If you are a 
trauma survivor and encounter a topic in this class that is triggering for you, you may feel overwhelmed 
or panicked and find it difficult to concentrate. In response, I encourage you to take the necessary steps 
for your emo.onal safety. This may include leaving class while the topic is discussed or talking to a 
therapist at the Counseling Center. Should you choose to sit out on discussion of a certain topic, know 
that you are s.ll responsible for the material; but we can discuss if there are other methods for accessing 
that material, and for assessing your learning on that material. Class topics are discussed for the sole 
purpose of expanding your intellectual engagement in the area of [subject/major], and I will support you 
throughout your learning in this course.  

Incompletes and Late Assignments  

Note: You may use, revise, or delete this sec.on as needed for your course.  

All assignments are to be submiked/turned in by the beginning of the class session when they are due—
including assignments posted in Canvas.  Incompletes will only be assigned in extremely unusual 
circumstances. 

Spiritual Care* 

Please be aware PLNU strives to be a place where you grow as whole persons. To this end, we provide 
resources for our students to encounter God and grow in their Chris.an faith.   

If you have ques.ons, a desire to meet with the chaplain or have prayer requests you can contact your 
professor or the Office of Spiritual Life and Forma.on. 

State Authoriza8on⍟ 

State authoriza.on is a formal determina.on by a state that Point Loma Nazarene University is approved 
to conduct ac.vi.es regulated by that state. In certain states outside California, Point Loma Nazarene 
University is not authorized to enroll online (distance educa.on) students.  If a student moves to another 
state awer admission to the program and/or enrollment in an online course, con.nua.on within the 
program and/or course will depend on whether Point Loma Nazarene University is authorized to offer 
distance educa.on courses in that state.  It is the student’s responsibility to no.fy the ins.tu.on of any 

https://www.pointloma.edu/offices/student-life-formation


change in his or her physical loca.on.  Refer to the map on State Authoriza.on to view which states 
allow online (distance educa.on) outside of California. 

PLNU Copyright Policy⍟ 

Point Loma Nazarene University, as a non-profit educa.onal ins.tu.on, is en.tled by law to use 
materials protected by the US Copyright Act for classroom educa.on. Any use of those materials outside 
the class may violate the law.] 

PLNU Recording No8fica8on⍟ 

In order to enhance the learning experience, please be advised that this course may be recorded by the 
professor for educa.onal purposes, and access to these recordings will be limited to enrolled students 
and authorized personnel.  

Note that all recordings are subject to copyright protec.on. Any unauthorized distribu.on or publica.on 
of these recordings without wriken approval from the University (refer to the Dean) is strictly prohibited. 

PLNU Academic Honesty Policy⍟ 

Students should demonstrate academic honesty by doing original work and by giving appropriate credit 
to the ideas of others. Academic dishonesty is the act of presen.ng informa.on, ideas, and/or concepts 
as one’s own when in reality they are the results of another person’s crea.vity and effort. A faculty 
member who believes a situa.on involving academic dishonesty has been detected may assign a failing 
grade for that assignment or examina.on, or, depending on the seriousness of the offense, for the 
course. For all student appeals, faculty and students should follow the procedures outlined in the 
University Catalog. See Academic Policies for defini.ons of kinds of academic dishonesty and for further 
policy informa.on. 

Computer and Ar8ficial Intelligence (AI) Policy* 

Computers and electronic devices are not to be used in class except special circumstance is approved by 
professor.  No AI is to be used for any purpose in this class.   

PLNU Academic Accommoda8ons Policy⍟ 

PLNU is commiked to providing equal opportunity for par.cipa.on in all its programs, services, and 
ac.vi.es in accordance with the Americans with Disabili.es Act (ADA). Students with disabili.es may 
request course-related accommoda.ons by contac.ng the Educa.onal Access Center (EAC), located in 
the Bond Academic Center (EAC@pointloma.edu or 619-849-2486). Once a student’s eligibility for an 
accommoda.on has been determined, the EAC will work with the student to create an Accommoda.on 
Plan (AP) that outlines allowed accommoda.ons. The EAC makes accommoda.ons available to 
professors at the student’s request. 

PLNU highly recommends that students speak with their professors during the first two weeks of each 
semester/term about the implementa.on of their AP in that par.cular course.  Accommoda.ons are not 

https://www.pointloma.edu/offices/office-institutional-effectiveness-research/disclosures
https://pointloma-public.courseleaf.com/tug-catalog/academic-general-policies/
mailto:EAC@pointloma.edu


retroac.ve so clarifying with the professor at the outset is one of the best ways to promote posi.ve 
academic outcomes. 

Students who need accommoda.ons for a disability should contact the EAC as early as possible (i.e., 
ideally before the beginning of the semester) to assure appropriate accommoda.ons can be provided. It 
is the student’s responsibility to make the first contact with the EAC. Students cannot assume that 
because they had accommoda.ons in the past, their eligibility at PLNU is automa.c. All determina.ons 
at PLNU must go through the EAC process. This is to protect the privacy of students with disabili.es who 
may not want to disclose this informa.on and are not asking for any special accommoda.ons.  

Language and Belonging* 

Point Loma Nazarene University faculty are commiked to helping create a safe and hospitable learning 
environment for all students. As Chris.an scholars we are keenly aware of the power of language and 
believe in trea.ng others with dignity. As such, it is important that our language be equitable, inclusive, 
and prejudice free. Inclusive/Bias-free language is the standard outlined by all major academic style 
guides, including MLA, APA, and Chicago, and it is the expected norm in university-level work. Good 
wri.ng and speaking do not use unsubstan.ated or irrelevant generaliza.ons about personal quali.es 
such as age, disability, economic class, ethnicity, marital status, parentage, poli.cal or religious beliefs, 
race, gender, sex, or sexual orienta.on. Inclusive language also avoids using stereotypes or terminology 
that demeans persons or groups based on age, disability, class, ethnicity, gender, race, language, or 
na.onal origin. Respecxul use of language is par.cularly important when referring to those outside of 
the religious and lifestyle commitments of those in the PLNU community. By working toward precision 
and clarity of language, we mark ourselves as serious and respecxul scholars, and we model the Christ-
like quality of hospitality.  

If you (or someone you know) have experienced a bias incident regarding language, you can find more 
informa.on on repor.ng and resources at www.pointloma.edu/bias. 

Sexual Misconduct and Discrimina8on* 

In support of a safe learning environment, if you (or someone you know) have experienced any form of 
sexual discrimina.on or misconduct, including sexual assault, da.ng or domes.c violence, or stalking, 
know that accommoda.ons and resources are available through the Title IX Office 
at pointloma.edu/Title-IX. Please be aware that under Title IX of the Educa.on Amendments of 1972, 
faculty and staff are required to disclose informa.on about such misconduct to the Title IX Office. 

If you wish to speak to a confiden.al employee who does not have this repor.ng responsibility, you can 
contact Counseling Services at counselingservices@pointloma.edu or find a list of campus pastors 
at pointloma.edu/.tle-ix.  

If you (or someone you know) have experienced other forms of discrimina.on or bias, you can find more 
informa.on on repor.ng and resources at www.pointloma.edu/bias  

PLNU A_endance and Par8cipa8on Policy⍟ 

http://www.pointloma.edu/bias
http://pointloma.edu/Title-IX
mailto:counselingservices@pointloma.edu
http://pointloma.edu/title-ix
http://www.pointloma.edu/bias


Regular and punctual akendance at all class sessions is considered essen.al to op.mum academic 
achievement. If the student is absent for more than 10 percent of class sessions, the faculty member will 
issue a wriken warning of de-enrollment. If the absences exceed 20 percent, the student may be de-
enrolled without no.ce un.l the university withdrawal date or, awer that date, receive an “F” grade.  

Note: The informa.on below must be included under the “PLNU Akendance and Par.cipa.on Policy” 
Sec.on if you are teaching an Online or Hybrid course.  

PLNU Course Modality Defini8ons* 

1. Online Courses: These are courses with class mee.ngs where all instruc.on and interac.on is 
fully online. 

a. Synchronous Courses: At least one class mee.ng takes place at a designated .me. 

b. Asynchronous Courses: All class mee.ngs are asynchronous. 

2. Hybrid Courses: These are courses with class mee.ngs that take place both in the classroom and 
online synchronously and/or asynchronously. 

3. In-Person Courses: These are courses that meet in person with the instructor and students in a 
physical classroom sezng. With approval by the area dean, this may include up to 25% of 
qualified class interac.ons through a Learning Management System (such as Canvas).  

In some courses, a por.on of the credit hour content will be delivered asynchronously and akendance 
will be determined by submizng the assignments by the posted due dates. See Academic Policies in the 
Undergraduate Academic Catalog. 

Asynchronous A_endance/Par8cipa8on Defini8on 

A day of akendance in asynchronous content is determined as contribu.ng a substan.ve note, 
assignment, discussion, or submission by the posted due date. Failure to meet these standards will result 
in an absence for that day. Instructors will determine how many asynchronous akendance days are 
required each week. 

Loma Wri8ng Center 

The Loma Wri.ng Center exists to help all members of the PLNU community cul.vate transferable 
wri.ng skills to engage their academic, professional, personal, and spiritual communi.es. We work 
toward this goal by conduc.ng one-on-one consulta.on sessions, suppor.ng wri.ng educa.on across 
the PLNU community, and par.cipa.ng in ongoing wri.ng center research. 

Gezng feedback from the Loma Wri.ng Center while you’re in the process of working on an assignment 
is a great way to improve the quality of your wri.ng and develop as a writer. You are encouraged to talk 
with a trained wri.ng consultant about gezng started on an assignment, organizing your ideas, finding 
and ci.ng sources, revising, edi.ng for grammar and polishing final draws, and more. For informa.on 
about how to make in-person or online appointments, see Loma Wri.ng Center webpage or visit the 
Loma Writer Center on the first floor of the Ryan Library, room 221. 

https://pointloma-public.courseleaf.com/tug-catalog/academic-general-policies/
https://www.pointloma.edu/centers-institutes/loma-writing-center


• Appointment Calendar: hkps://plnu.mywconline.com/  

• Website: hkps://www.pointloma.edu/centers-ins.tutes/loma-wri.ng-center  

• Email: wri.ngcenter@pointloma.edu  

Assignments At-A-Glance 

Note: Faculty are encouraged to post assignments in Canvas.  

Lomabooks Instruc8ons for Students⍟: 

Note: For courses using materials available through Lomabooks  

For both digital and print materials, please add these student instruc.ons to your syllabus and Canvas 
Course. Prior to the start of class, the PLNU Bookstore will also be sharing student instruc.ons in a 
standalone email on how to access their content. 

 

This course is part of our course material delivery program, LomaBooks. The bookstore will provide each 
student with a convenient package containing all required physical materials; all digitally delivered 
materials will be integrated into Canvas. 

You should have received an email from the bookstore confirming the list of materials that will be 
provided for each of your courses and asking you to select how you would like to receive any printed 
components (in-store pick up or home delivery). If you have not done so already, please confirm your 
fulfillment preference so the bookstore can prepare your materials.  

For more informaDon about LomaBooks, please go: HERE 

 

https://plnu.mywconline.com/
https://www.pointloma.edu/centers-institutes/loma-writing-center
mailto:writingcenter@pointloma.edu
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