
Environmental Studies ASSESSMENT Plan​
Version Date: FALL 2024 - SPRING 2025 

Program Learning Outcomes: 

1.​ Synthesize scientific and humanistic studies through practical environmental application. 
2.​ Locate, evaluate, and effectively use information to address environmental concerns. 
3.​ Identify and articulate sociocultural dynamics as they relate to the natural world. 
4.​ Present analyses to formal audiences, demonstrating appropriate strategies for audience engagement and oral 

communication. 
5.​ Identify and secure post-graduate studies or careers in environmental fields. 

Assessment Map 
PROGRAM 
LEARNING 
OUTCOME COURSE ASSIGNMENT 

WASC CORE 
COMPETENCY 

MEASURE/ 
RUBRIC 

CRITERIA FOR 
SUCCESS** 

WHO WILL 
MEASURE WHEN 

(1) 
Synthesize 
scientific 
and 
humanistic 
studies 
through 
practical 
environment
al 
application 

ESI 4020 Portfolio: Capstone Project  Written Comm…

ESI 4020 Capstone 
rubric based on 
modified AAC&U 
Rubrics: Written 
Communication + 
Civic Engagement 

75% students earn 
satisfactory or 
above on modified 
AAC&U Rubric:  
 
Written 
Communication + 
Civic Engagement  

Capstone 
Supervisor  
+ another 
PLNU faculty 

Annually 

(2) Locate, 
evaluate, 
and 
effectively 
use 

ESI 4020 

Portfolio: Major Research 
Paper and/or Project 
Proposal/Action Plan 

 

 Information Lit…

AAC&U Rubrics:  
Information 
Literacy 
 
 

75% students earn 
satisfactory or 
above on AAC&U 
Rubric:  
 
Information 

At least two 
PLNU 
faculty 

Annually 



PROGRAM 
LEARNING 
OUTCOME COURSE ASSIGNMENT 

WASC CORE 
COMPETENCY 

MEASURE/ 
RUBRIC 

CRITERIA FOR 
SUCCESS** 

WHO WILL 
MEASURE WHEN 

information 
to address 
environment
al concerns. 
 

Literacy 

(3) Identify 
and 
articulate 
sociocultural 
dynamics as 
they relate 
to the 
natural 
world. 
 

ESI4020 
Portfolio: Reflection Essay 
and/or Learning Artifact 

 
 Critical Thinking

ESI 4020 Capstone 
rubric based on 
modified AAC&U 
Rubrics: Critical 
Thinking + 
Intercultural 
Knowledge + 
Lifelong Learner 

75% students earn 
satisfactory or 
above on 
Modified AAC&U 
Rubric:  
 

Critical Thinking + 
Intercultural 
Knowledge + 

Lifelong Learner  

At least two 
PLNU faculty 

Annually 

(4) Present 
analyses to 
formal 
audiences, 
demonstrati
ng 
appropriate 
strategies 
for audience 
engagement 
and oral 
communicati
on. 
 

ESI4020 Final Oral Presentation 
  Oral Communi…

AAC&U Rubrics: 
Oral 
Communication 

75% students earn 
satisfactory or 
above on AAC&U 
Rubric: 
 
 Oral 
Communication 

At least two 
PLNU faculty 
 

Annually 



PROGRAM 
LEARNING 
OUTCOME COURSE ASSIGNMENT 

WASC CORE 
COMPETENCY 

MEASURE/ 
RUBRIC 

CRITERIA FOR 
SUCCESS** 

WHO WILL 
MEASURE WHEN 

(5) Identify 
and secure 
post-graduat
e studies or 
careers in 
environment
al fields. 
 

Post-grad 
carerers Post-graudate careers  Oral Communi… survey 

70% of ESI alumni 
work in broad 

environmental field 

ESI program 
director 

3 years 
(starting 
year 8) 
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