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PLNU Mission
To Teach ~ To Shape ~ To Send

Point Loma Nazarene University exists to provide higher education in a vital Christian community
where minds are engaged and challenged, character is modeled and formed, and service is an

expression of faith. Being of Wesleyan heritage, we strive to be a learning community where grace is
foundational, truth is pursued, and holiness is a way of life.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course reflects PLNU's commitment, as a Christian university of the liberal arts and professions, to
nurture an appreciation for Scripture as the basis for creative personal faith and human life in the
modern world. It is designed to foster knowledge and understanding of the literature and history of the
Bible and to integrate faith, learning, and living from a Wesleyan perspective.

INSTITUTIONAL LEARNING OUTCOMES

1. Learning, Informed by our Faith in Christ

Students will acquire knowledge of human cultures and the physical and natural world while
developing skills and habits of the mind that foster lifelong learning.
2. Growing, In a Christ-Centered Faith Community

Students will develop a deeper and more informed understanding of others as they
negotiate complex professional, environmental and social contexts.
3. Serving, In a Context of Christian Faith

Students will serve locally and/or globally in vocational and social settings.

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES

The following student learning outcomes will be met in this course:




1. To recognize the central role of Jesus, as the fulfillment of the Old Testament hope for the future,

and as the focus of the faith of the New Testament Church.
2. To outline the general contents of the Bible, including major events of biblical history and

flow of the biblical narrative.
3. To identify, summarize and discuss major themes and virtues of the Bible and their continuing

relevance for Christian faith and life.

4. To reflect on and articulate how certain key biblical concepts influence contemporary practice in
students' social environments including family, work, relationships and global settings.

5. To undertake an in depth study of the Book of Philippians, identifying and reflecting in writing
upon its major themes and the central role of Jesus in believers’ lives and in the church.

REQUIRED TEXTS AND RECOMMENDED STUDY RESOURCES

Life Application Study Bible New Living Translation (NLT). (2020). Tyndale House Pub. ISBN:
978-1-4964-4006- 8

Students are responsible for having the required textbook before the first day of class.
Students are also encouraged to begin reading the book in preparation for the class as soon
as possible.

Point Loma Nazarene University, as a non-profit educational institution, is entitled by law to use
materials protected by the US Copyright Act for classroom education. Any use of those materials
outside the class may violate the law. All supplemental materials posted on this course site (including
articles, book excerpts, or other documents) are provided for your personal academic use. These
materials may be protected by copyright law and should not be duplicated or distributed without
permission of the copyright owner.

COURSE CREDIT HOUR INFORMATION
Distribution of Student Learning Hours

It is anticipated that students will spend a minimum of 37.5 participation hours per credit hour on
their course work. The time expectations for this course are shown below:

Distribution of Course Hours

Category Time
Expectatio

ns
Required Reading & Videos 35
Discussions & Collaborations 24
Assignments & Surveys 46
Exploratory Assignment (Church Visit or Interview) 15
Summary Projects and Final Papers 30
Total Course Hours 150

ASSESSMENT AND GRADING



Grades will be posted in the Canvas Grades area no later than midnight on Tuesday of each week
beginning in Week Two of this course. It is important to read the feedback provided in the gradebook
as these comments are intended to help you improve your work. Final grades will be posted within
ten days of the end of the class.

Your grades will be determined by the grading scale below:

Grade Scale
Standard Grade Scale Based on Percentage of Points Earned
A B Cc D F
A 93-100 B+ 87-89 C+77-79 D+ 67-69 F <59
A- 90-92 B 83-86 C 73-76 D 63-66
B- 80-82 C- 70-72 D- 60-62

Only grades of C or better will count toward program GPA.
A cumulative program GPA of 2.0 or higher is required to graduate.

Grading on the assignments as follows:

Distribution of Points by Percentage

Assignments Percentage

Online Discussions 15%
Bible Readings (Scripture Application Discussions) 30%
Video Responses (Quizzes) 15%
Exploratory Assignment (Church Visit or Interview + Biblical 10%
Diversity Reflection Paper)

Writing Assignments (Philippians Journal and Final Paper) 30%
Total 100%

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Multiple measures of evaluation are used in the course allowing students opportunities to demonstrate
learning in more than one way, and giving consideration to individual learning styles. Course
components that will be evaluated include the following:

1. Academic Honesty Verification Statement: During the first week of class, you will be asked to
submit an Academic Honesty Verification statement. Submitting the Statement is a requirement of
this course.

2. Assignments are located in each week throughout the course. These assignments will be
fundamental to the learning process and are meant to impact your thinking about biblical concepts
and how they apply to your personal life.

3. Video Assignments are located in each week throughout the course. These assignments will be



fundamental to the learning process and are meant to impact your thinking about biblical concepts.

4. Online Discussions Participation in discussion board forums is intended to promote
collaboration between participants and increase understanding of biblical concepts. These online
conversations will be based primarily on related assigned readings, videos, and each student's
individual experience. As a guideline, plan to contribute at least two substantive posts per week
during active discussions. A substantive post contains material related to the topic, and/or
extends learning in a meaningful way. It is expected that you read all posts in each discussion
board group forum.

5. Exploratory Assignments will involve experiences in different venues that will enhance the
learning process for the student.

6. Summary Projects, including the Final Project, occur at the end of the course as a summative
assessment of the culmination of each week's learning and contributions.

LATE ASSIGNMENTS

All assignments are to be submitted by the due dates. There will be a 10% reduction of possible
points for each day an assignment is late and assignments will not be accepted for credit four days
after the due date. If missing

assignments result in the failure to meet learning outcomes, students may receive a letter grade
reduction on the final grade in addition to the loss of points for missing work. Assignments will be
considered late if posted after the due date and time using Pacific Standard Time. No assignments
will be accepted after midnight on Sunday night, the last day of class.

Exceptions for extenuating circumstances must be pre-approved by the instructor and the

program director. PLNU COPYRIGHT POLICY

Point Loma Nazarene University, as a non-profit educational institution, is entitled by law to use
materials protected by the US Copyright Act for classroom education. Any use of those materials
outside the class may violate the law.

PLNU ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY

Students should demonstrate academic honesty by doing original work and by giving appropriate
credit to the ideas of others. Academic dishonesty is the act of presenting information, ideas, and/or
concepts as one’s own when in reality they are the results of another person’s creativity and effort.
A faculty member who believes a situation involving academic dishonesty has been detected may
assign a failing grade for that assignment or

examination, or, depending on the seriousness of the offense, for the course. For all student appeals,
faculty and students should follow the procedures outlined in the University Catalog. See Adult
Undergraduate Academic and General Policies for definitions of kinds of academic dishonesty and for
further policy information.

During the first week of class, you will be asked to submit an Academic Honesty Verification
Statement. Submitting the statement is a requirement of this course. By submitting the Academic
Honesty Verification Statement, you will be verifying all assignments completed in this course were
completed by you. Carefully review the Academic Honesty Statement below.

Statement: “In submitting this form, | am verifying all the assignments in this course will be completed
by me and will be my own work.”

Artificial Intelligence (Al) Policy
Because this course’s learning outcomes seek to reveal YOUR understanding, the use of Atrtificial
Intelligence (Al) tools (e.g., ChatGPT, iA Writer, Marmot, Botowski, GrammarlyGo, Perplexity, etc.) is



not permitted. This course is designed to assess your independent critical thinking, writing, and
research skills without the assistance of Al technologies. Violations of this policy will be treated as
breaches of academic integrity.

PLNU ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS POLICY

PLNU is committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all its programs, services, and
activities in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Students with disabilities may
request course-related accommodations by contacting the Educational Access Center (EAC), located in
the Bond Academic Center (EAC@pointloma.edu or 619-849-2533). Once a student’s eligibility for an
accommodation has been determined, the EAC will work with the student to create an Accommodation
Plan (AP) that outlines allowed accommodations. Professors are able to view a student’s approved
accommodations through Accommodate.

PLNU highly recommends that students speak with their professors during the first two weeks of each
semester/term about the implementation of their AP in that particular course. Accommodations are not
retroactive so clarifying with the professor at the outset is one of the best ways to promote positive
academic outcomes.

Students who need accommodations for a disability should contact the EAC as early as possible (i.e.,
ideally before the beginning of the semester) to ensure appropriate accommodations can be provided.
It is the student’s responsibility to make the first contact with the EAC. Students cannot assume that
because they had accommodations in the past, their eligibility at PLNU is automatic. All determinations
at PLNU must go through the EAC process. This is to protect the privacy of students with disabilities
who may not want to disclose this information and are not asking for any accommodations.

Language and Belonging

Point Loma Nazarene University faculty are committed to helping create a safe and hospitable
learning environment for all students. As Christian scholars we are keenly aware of the power of
language and believe in treating others with dignity. As such, it is important that our language be
equitable, inclusive, and prejudice free.

Inclusive/Bias-free language is the standard outlined by all major academic style

guides, including MLA, APA, and Chicago, and it is the expected norm in university-level work. Good
writing and speaking do not use unsubstantiated or irrelevant generalizations about personal qualities
such as age, disability, economic class, ethnicity, marital status, parentage, political or religious beliefs,
race, gender, sex, or sexual orientation. Inclusive language also avoids using stereotypes or terminology
that demeans persons or groups based on age, disability, class, ethnicity, gender, race, language, or
national origin. Respectful use of language is particularly important when referring to those outside of
the religious and lifestyle commitments of those in the PLNU community. By working toward precision
and clarity of language, we mark ourselves as serious and respectful scholars, and we model the
Christ- like quality of hospitality.

If you (or someone you know) have experienced other forms of discrimination, you can find more
information on reporting and resources at www.pointloma.edu/nondiscrimination.

PLNU ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION POLICY

Students taking online courses with no specific scheduled meeting times are expected to actively
engage throughout each week of the course. Attendance is defined as participating in an academic
activity within the online classroom which includes, but is not limited to:

Engaging in an online discussion

Submitting an assignment

Taking an exam

Participating in online labs

Initiating contact with faculty member within the learning management system to discuss course
content



Note: Logging into the course does not qualify as participation and will not be counted as meeting the
attendance requirement.

Students who anticipate being absent for an entire week of a course should contact the instructor in
advance for approval and make arrangements to complete the required coursework and/or alternative
assignments assigned at the discretion of the instructor. Acceptance of late work is at the discretion of
the instructor and does not waive attendance requirements.

Students may be warned if a student demonstrates a lack of academic activity. After a warning,
students who miss more than one week of academic activity without prior approval and arrangements
with the instructor may be disenrolled or withdrawn from the course. If the date of de-enroliment is past
the last date to withdraw from a course, the student will be assigned a letter grade of "F" or "NC." There
are no refunds for courses where a de enrollment was processed after the last date to withdraw from a
course

PLNU SPIRITUAL CARE

PLNU strives to be a place where you grow as a whole person. To this end, we provide resources for
our Graduate and Adult Undergraduate students to encounter God and grow in their Christian faith. We
have onsite chaplains at our different campuses who may be available during class break times across
the week. If you have questions or a

desire to meet or share any prayer requests with our chaplains, you can find them at the Chaplain’s
Page via myPLNU. In addition, the Mission Valley and Balboa campuses have a prayer chapel for use
as a space set apart for quiet reflection and prayer.

STATE AUTHORIZATION

State authorization is a formal determination by a state that Point Loma Nazarene University is
approved to conduct activities regulated by that state. In certain states outside California, Point Loma
Nazarene University is not authorized to enroll online (distance education) students. If a student moves
to another state after admission to the program and/or enrollment in an online course, continuation
within the program and/or course will depend on whether Point Loma Nazarene University is authorized
to offer distance education courses in that state. It is the student’s responsibility to notify the institution
of any change in his or her physical location. Refer to the map on State Authorization to view which
states allow online (distance education) outside of California.

PLNU USE OF TECHNOLOGY

Since most courses will have online components, in order to be successful in the online environment,
you'll need to meet the minimum technology and system requirements; please refer to the Technology
and System Requirements information.

Problems with technology do not relieve you of the responsibility of participating, turning in your
assignments, or completing your class work.

COURSE SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS

The table below lists course assignments and their due dates. Click on any assignment to review it.



