
Music: CC Data – Music, 2024-25 

Department of Music 
Core Competency Data for BA in Music: Fa 2024 - Sp 2025 

 
Core Competence: Critical Thinking 
Students will be able to examine, critique and synthesize information in order to arrive at reasoned 
conclusions. 
 
Outcome Measure 
MUH 4031 - Faith, Life and Music (“Role, Path, Purpose” Reflection Essay) 
 
Criteria for Success​
80% of students will reach 12 points or above on the provided rubric (~70% or above). ​
 
Aligned with DQP Learning Areas 

1.​ Specialized Knowledge 
2.​ Broad Integrative Knowledge 
3.​ Intellectual Skills/Core Competencies 
4.​ Applied and Collaborative Learning, and 
5.​ Civic and Global Learning 

 
Longitudinal Data 
 

Year # of 
students 

Depth of Insight 
(average) 

Effective Writing 
(average) 

Use of Evidence 
(average) 

Percent at proficiency 

SP2025 7 4 4 4 100% 

 
 
Conclusions Drawn from Data​
The student appear to be having a positive experience with this metric for measure Critical 
Thinking 
 
Changes to be Made Based on Data 
No changes will be made as this is the first year we have used this assignment to measure Critical 
thinking skills for the Music Department.  (See below for more rationale) 
 
Rubric Used 
Rubric created by Music Faculty for Core Competency: Critical Thinking 
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Music Core Competencies 
 
 
Core Competency: Written Communication 
Students will be able to effectively express ideas and information to others through written 
communication. 
 
Outcome Measure 
MUH 4031 - Faith, Life and Music (“Salt and Light” Essay) 
 
Criteria for Success​
80% of students will reach 12 points or above on the provided rubric (~70% or above). ​
 
Aligned with DQP Learning Areas 

1.​ Specialized Knowledge 
2.​ Broad Integrative Knowledge 
3.​ Intellectual Skills/Core Competencies 
4.​ Applied and Collaborative Learning, and 
5.​ Civic and Global Learning 

 
Longitudinal Data 
 
 

Year # of 
students 

Content(average) Organization 
(average) 

Syntax and Mechanics 
(average) 

Percent at proficiency 

SP2025 7 4 4 4 100% 

 
 
Conclusions Drawn from Data​
Music students are given the “Role, Path, and Purpose” assignment during their freshman year in 
the MUH1001 class.  During the senior year they are asked to look at the essay they wrote during 
their freshman year and rewrite it based on their experience at PLNU and their future goal.  Most of 
their live’s objectives have changed during their 4 years at PLNU.  This is a crucial assignment 
given to them in our capstone course. (Faith Life and Music) 
 
 
Changes to be Made Based on Data 
I do not think it is necessary to change this assessment since it is the first time we have used it to 
assess critical thinking.  
 
 
Rubric Used 
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SP 2025—Department of Music Core Competencies Assessment Report 
 
Core Competency: Quantitative Reasoning 
Students will be able to engage musical materials using quantitative tools. 
 
Outcome Measure 
12-Tone Compositional Matrix and Analysis 
 
Criteria for Success​
80% of the students will be score an 80% or higher (16 out of 20 pts) on the 12-Tone section of the 
Final Exam. 
 
Aligned with DQP Learning Areas 

1.​ Specialized Knowledge 
2.​ Broad Integrative Knowledge 
3.​ Intellectual Skills/Core Competencies 
4.​ Applied and Collaborative Learning, and 
5.​ Civic and Global Learning 

 
Longitudinal Data 
 
 Year   
 2024-25   

No of Students 9   
No of Students 

Proficient 
8 (89%)   

 
There is no longitudinal data for this Competency yet since it is being measured for the first time by 
this assignment.  In years past, this Competency was measured by the Math portion of the ETS 
exam and there was no way to correlate the data generated by the two instruments. 
 
Conclusions Drawn from Data​
The math data for Music students is drawn from a section of the Final Exam for Music Theory III 
(MUT2020) that features a composition from a Serial Composer.  For 2025, this composition was 
Arnold Schoenberg’s String Quartet No. 4, op 37 (1936) first movement, first page.  The 
assignment asked students to do the following: 

●​ Identify the main row in numbers 
●​ Plug the row into an online matrix builder 
●​ Use the matrix to identify the rows used to construct the inner voices and any changes that 

take place on the first page 
●​ The composer’s choice of rows should be clearly marked with a box around the row 

number.  Thus the Vln I would be marked as P2, with a box around it.  Subsequent 
identifications of rows should be marked similarly. 

 
Changes to be Made Based on Data 
Some students left the information for the inner voices blank, indicating that they did not 
understand the assignment or did not know how to complete it.  For next year, I need to improve 
the instructions and be clearer about how they are to report that information. 
 
Rubric Used 
Attached below 
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Music Core Competencies  
 
Core Competency: Information Literacy 
Students will be able to identify, locate, evaluate, and effectively and responsibly use and cite 
information  
 
Outcome Measure 
TBD 
 
Criteria for Success 
TBD 
 
Aligned with DQP Learning Areas 

1.​ Specialized Knowledge 
2.​ Broad Integrative Knowledge 
3.​ Intellectual Skills/Core Competencies 
4.​ Applied and Collaborative Learning, and 
5.​ Civic and Global Learning   

 

Longitudinal Data 
TBD 
 
Conclusions Drawn from Data 
Music faculty will identify and implement new outcome measures and criteria for success for 
Learning Outcome #4 - Information Literacy.  
 
Changes to be Made Based on Data 
TBD 
 
Rubric 
TBD 
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Music Core Competencies 
 
Core Competency: Oral Communication 
Students will be able to speak about their work with precision, clarity and organization 

 
Outcome Measure 
MUH 4031 – Faith, Life and Music (“Industry Analysis” Presentation)  
 
Criteria for Success 
80% of students will reach 15 points or above on the provided rubric (~70% or above).  
 
Aligned with DQP Learning Areas (circle one or more):   

1.​ Specialized Knowledge 
2.​ Broad Integrative Knowledge 
3.​ Intellectual Skills/Core Competencies 
4.​ Applied and Collaborative Learning, and 
5.​ Civic and Global Learning   

 
Longitudinal Data 
 
 

Year # of 
stude

nts 

Body 
language 
(average) 

Eye Contact 
(average) 

Speaking 
Skills 

(average) 

Organizatio
n (average) 

Voice 
(average) 

Visuals 
(average) 

Language 
(average) 

Percent at 
proficiency 

SP2025 7 3 3 3 2.71 3 3 3 100% 

 
Conclusions Drawn from Data 
The “Faith, Life, and Music class is composed of seniors that are passionate about the 
upcoming career and possibilities for making an impact on the music world.  The professor is 
the perfect fit for this class as he is also their mentor and has a lot of meaningful and realistic 
classroom discussions about the music industry and their future.  I believe that the safe 
environment of this class produces honest and quality “Industry Analysis” projects where 
students take the task of communicating their passion to their classmates. Obviously by the 
scores, the presentations were wildly successful! 
 
Changes to be Made Based on Data 
Since this is the first year we have used this rubric and assessed “Oral Communication,” there 
will be no changes for at least 3 years so there can be a tracking record. 
 
 
Rubric 
 


