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Department of Literature, Journalism, 

Writing, and Languages 

LIT 3025: Children’s Literature 

3 units 

Spring 2024 

MWF 11:00 am – 11:55 am  

Bond Academic Center 105A 

Final Exam: Friday, May 3rd from 10:30am-1:00pm 

INFORMATION SPECIFICS FOR THE COURSE 

Instructor title and name: Professor Ashley Nguyễn 

Email: anguyen@pointloma.edu 

Office location and hours: 
Bond Academic Center (BAC) 125 MW 12:00-1:00pm or by Zoom 
by appointment 

PLNU Mission 

To Teach ~ To Shape ~ To Send 

Point Loma Nazarene University exists to provide higher education in a vital Christian community where 

minds are engaged and challenged, character is modeled and formed, and service is an expression of 

faith. Being of Wesleyan heritage, we strive to be a learning community where grace is foundational, 

truth is pursued, and holiness is a way of life. 
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Course Description 

This is an upper division literature course that offers a survey of classical and contemporary children’s 
literature. It provides the historical background of children’s literature as well as the modern application 
of the literature. This course is taught as a literature course, not a methods course; therefore, it provides 
an opportunity for students to read, analyze, synthesize, and develop an understanding of what quality 
children’s literature is. It functions as an important literary foundation for students preparing to teach, 
to work with children in fields such as illustration, psychology, sociology, as a children’s pastor, a 
children’s worker, a parent, or in other fields requiring a basic knowledge of children’s literature. While 
this course is focused on reading children’s books, it is a rigorous 3-unit upper division literature course 
that supports the survey of human endeavors from an historical, cultural, linguistic, and philosophical 
perspective developing a critical appreciation of human expression in both artistic and literary forms.   

Course Learning Outcomes 

Students will be able to: 

1. Closely read and critically analyze texts in their original languages and/or in translation. (PLO 2,3, 
5) 

2. Recall, identify, and use fundamental concepts of literary study to read and discuss texts  

a. Standard literary terminology 

b. Modes/genres of literature 

c. Elements of literary genres 

d. Literary periods (dates, writers, characteristics, and important developments) 

e. Contemporary critical approaches 

f. Extra-literary research (PLO 2, 3, 5) 

3. Analyze the social, cultural, ethnic, gendered, and/or historical contexts of the works and their 
authors, and connect the texts with their own lives. (PLO 1) 

4. Create detailed and informed textual analysis of literary works that analyze several of the 
fundamental concepts of literary study with mastery increasing beyond the 200 course level (PLO 
l).  

Required Texts  

• Russel, David L.  Literature for Children: A Short Introduction. 9th ed. Pearson, 2019.  

• All texts listed in the Course Schedule on Canvas. You are responsible for all readings.  
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The specific children’s books you are assigned to read in this course are listed according to genre and 
subgenre, and they are identified by reading age group in the syllabus (P for Primary, I for Intermediate, 
and A for Advanced). Begin at home by looking for the books listed on the syllabus and use the 
university/public/county libraries. Only one copy of each book is on reserve at the reserve desk in Ryan 
Library. The librarians at the Point Loma Branch have ordered each book and placed them on a shelf 
with my name above it in the children’s book section of the library. You do not need to buy every book, 
but it may be of use to you in an effort to build a library to prepare for a career in working with children 
or to have books available to share with children in your life for a variety of purposes.   

Assessment and Grading 

Course Assignments: 

Quizzes: 10% (100 points) 

• 1 quiz per chapter (10 points each) 

Group Work: 10% (100 points) 

• In-class assignments (20 points each) 

Individual Projects: 20% (200 points) 

1. Picture Book Analysis (25 points) 

2. Author/Illustrator, Genre, and Literary Analysis Presentation (75 points) and Personal Response 

(25 points) 

3. Original Children’s Story (75 points) 

Midterm: 25% (250 points) 

• Multiple-choice section (100 points)  

• Essay section (150 points) 

Final: 35% (350 points) 

• Multiple-choice section (150 points)  

• Essay section (200 points) 

Grades will be based on the following: 

Sample Standard Grade Scale Based on Percentages  
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A B C D F 

 A  93-100  B+ 87-89  C+ 77-79  D+ 67-69  F  Less than 59 

 A- 90-92  B   83-86  C   73-76  D  63-66   

   B- 80-82  C- 70-72  D- 60-62  

Final Examination Policy 

Successful completion of this class requires taking the final examination on its scheduled day. The final 

examination schedule is posted on the Traditional Undergraduate Records: Final Exam Schedules site. If 

you find yourself scheduled for three (3) or more final examinations on the same day, you are 

authorized to contact each professor to arrange a different time for one of those exams. However, 

unless you have three (3) or more exams on the same day, no requests for alternative final examinations 

will be granted. 

Content Warning 

I acknowledge that each of you comes to PLNU with your own unique life experiences. This contributes 

to the way you perceive various types of information. In [class name], all of the class content, including 

that which may be intellectually or emotionally challenging, has been intentionally curated to achieve 

the learning goals for this course. The decision to include such material is not taken lightly. These topics 

include [list topics]. If you encounter a topic that is intellectually challenging for you, it can manifest in 

feelings of discomfort and upset. In response, I encourage you to come talk to me or your friends or 

family about it. Class topics are discussed for the sole purpose of expanding your intellectual 

engagement in the area of [subject/major], and I will support you throughout your learning in this 

course.  

Incompletes and Late Assignments  

All assignments are to be submitted/turned in by the beginning of the class session when they are due—

including assignments posted in Canvas.  Incompletes will only be assigned in extremely unusual 

circumstances. 

Spiritual Care 

Please be aware PLNU strives to be a place where you grow as whole persons. To this end, we provide 

resources for our students to encounter God and grow in their Christian faith.   

If you have questions, a desire to meet with the chaplain or have prayer requests you can contact your 

professor or the Office of Spiritual Life and Formation. 

http://www.pointloma.edu/experience/academics/class-schedules
https://www.pointloma.edu/offices/student-life-formation
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State Authorization 

State authorization is a formal determination by a state that Point Loma Nazarene University is 

approved to conduct activities regulated by that state. In certain states outside California, Point Loma 

Nazarene University is not authorized to enroll online (distance education) students.  If a student moves 

to another state after admission to the program and/or enrollment in an online course, continuation 

within the program and/or course will depend on whether Point Loma Nazarene University is authorized 

to offer distance education courses in that state.  It is the student’s responsibility to notify the 

institution of any change in his or her physical location.  Refer to the map on State Authorization to view 

which states allow online (distance education) outside of California. 

PLNU Copyright Policy 

Point Loma Nazarene University, as a non-profit educational institution, is entitled by law to use 

materials protected by the US Copyright Act for classroom education. Any use of those materials outside 

the class may violate the law. 

PLNU Academic Honesty Policy 

Students should demonstrate academic honesty by doing original work and by giving appropriate credit 

to the ideas of others. Academic dishonesty is the act of presenting information, ideas, and/or concepts 

as one’s own when in reality they are the results of another person’s creativity and effort. A faculty 

member who believes a situation involving academic dishonesty has been detected may assign a failing 

grade for that assignment or examination, or, depending on the seriousness of the offense, for the 

course. Faculty should follow and students may appeal using the procedure in the university Catalog. 

See Academic Policies for definitions of kinds of academic dishonesty and for further policy information. 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) Policy 

Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) tools (e.g, ChatGPT, iA Writer, Marmot, Botowski) is not permitted, and 

use of these tools will be treated as plagiarism. 

PLNU Academic Accommodations Policy 

PLNU is committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all its programs, services, and 

activities. Students with disabilities may request course-related accommodations by contacting the 

Educational Access Center (EAC), located in the Bond Academic Center (EAC@pointloma.edu or 619-

849-2486). Once a student’s eligibility for an accommodation has been determined, the EAC will issue an 

academic accommodation plan (“AP”) to all faculty who teach courses in which the student is enrolled 

each semester.   

https://www.pointloma.edu/offices/office-institutional-effectiveness-research/disclosures
https://pointloma-public.courseleaf.com/tug-catalog/academic-general-policies/
mailto:EAC@pointloma.edu
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PLNU highly recommends that students speak with their professors during the first two weeks of each 

semester/term about the implementation of their AP in that particular course and/or if they do not wish 

to utilize some or all of the elements of their AP in that course. 

Students who need accommodations for a disability should contact the EAC as early as possible (i.e., 

ideally before the beginning of the semester) to assure appropriate accommodations can be provided. It 

is the student’s responsibility to make the first contact with the EAC.  

Sexual Misconduct and Discrimination 

In support of a safe learning environment, if you (or someone you know) have experienced any form of 

sexual discrimination or misconduct, including sexual assault, dating or domestic violence, or stalking, 

know that accommodations and resources are available through the Title IX Office 

at pointloma.edu/Title-IX. Please be aware that under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 

faculty and staff are required to disclose information about such misconduct to the Title IX Office. 

If you wish to speak to a confidential employee who does not have this reporting responsibility, you can 

contact Counseling Services at counselingservices@pointloma.edu or find a list of campus pastors 

at pointloma.edu/title-ix.  

PLNU Attendance and Participation Policy 

Regular and punctual attendance at all class sessions is considered essential to optimum academic 

achievement. If the student is absent for more than 10 percent of class sessions, the faculty member will 

issue a written warning of de-enrollment. If the absences exceed 20 percent, the student may be de-

enrolled without notice until the university withdrawal date or, after that date, receive an “F” grade.  

Loma Writing Center 

The Loma Writing Center exists to help all members of the PLNU community cultivate transferable 

writing skills to engage their academic, professional, personal, and spiritual communities. We work 

toward this goal by conducting one-on-one consultation sessions, supporting writing education across 

the PLNU community, and participating in ongoing writing center research. 

Getting feedback from the Loma Writing Center while you’re in the process of working on an assignment 

is a great way to improve the quality of your writing and develop as a writer. You are encouraged to talk 

with a trained writing consultant about getting started on an assignment, organizing your ideas, finding 

and citing sources, revising, editing for grammar and polishing final drafts, and more. For information 

about how to make in-person or online appointments, see Loma Writing Center webpage or visit the 

Loma Writer Center on the first floor of the Ryan Library, room 221.  

http://pointloma.edu/Title-IX
mailto:counselingservices@pointloma.edu
http://pointloma.edu/title-ix
https://www.pointloma.edu/centers-institutes/loma-writing-center
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