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ART2021 | PHOTOGRAPHY:
DARKROOM & FILM

 

INSTRUCTOR:   Lael Corbin, MFA

CONTACT:  lcorbin@pointloma.edu / phone: 619.849.2239

OFFICE: Keller 104  (email for an appointment)

SCHEDULE:  Tuesday / Thursday, 12:20–2:40 pm

FINAL EXAM: Tuesday 12/14: 1:30–4:00 pm

PLNU MISSION

UNIVERSITY POLICIES

 

Your Instructor Weekly Modules 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

Art2021 Photography: Darkroom & Film provides an introduc!on to the
fundamental technical, conceptual, and aesthe!c issues of black and white
photography.  Students will examine photography as a fine art form with an
emphasis on visual communica!on and personal expression. An explora!on of
photographic history, theory and applied laboratory experience will be
conducted in order to facilitate the student’s growth as an ar!st and become
prepared for advanced course work.

 

OVERVIEW:
This course is structured into 15 weekly modules . All of the ac!vi!es, requirements, assignments and due dates for a
par!cular week are contained within each corresponding module. However, some larger photo sets span mul!ple weeks,
so it's important to look ahead and be aware of future homework assignments and due dates. 

This is a combina!on lab/lecture course. Class !me may be used for lectures, project introduc!ons, material and technical
demonstra!ons, group discussion, and open lab work !me. A"endance will be taken.

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
Develop cri!cal thinking, problem-solving, and knowledge through the comple!on of assignments and artworks
created in this class.
• Idea Objec!ve: Learning to Apply and Develop Crea!ve Capaci!es
• Ac!vi!es and Assignments: Weekly Shoo!ng Assignments, Printed Images Sets, In class Lab work
Acquire technical skills such as the manual opera!on of camera, the ability to determine correct exposure
se"ngs, the ability to process exposed black and white film into nega!ves, and the ability to operate an enlarger
to create photographic prints.
• Idea Objec!ve: Developing specific skills, competencies, & points of view needed by professionals in this field
• Ac!vi!es and Assignments: Weekly Shoo!ng Assignments, Printed Images Sets, In class Lab work
Demonstrate basic rules of pictorial composi!on, and evaluate photographs in terms of their technical control,
and visual content.
• Idea Objec!ve: Develop Crea!ve Capaci!es
• Ac!vi!es and Assignments: Weekly Shoo!ng Assignments, Printed Images Sets, In class Lab work
Evaluate personal mo!va!ons and conceptual intent about the artworks produced.
• Idea Objec!ve: Developing skills in expressing oneself orally or in wri!ng
• Ac!vi!es and Assignments: Cri!ques and Ar!sts Statements
Respond to, and cri!que the artworks of peers and  professional examples.
• Idea Objec!ve: Learning to analyze and cri!cally evaluate ideas
• Ac!vi!es and Assignments: Cri!ques and Ar!sts Statements

WEEKLY SHOOTING ASSIGNMENTS & CONTACT SHEETS:   
There will be a shoo!ng assignment presented each week in class. These assignments are intended to advance the
students technical and conceptual abili!es, as well as promote an ac!ve and diverse studio prac!ce.  Each week you will
be responsible for shoo!ng, developing and proofing at least one roll of film, or the equivalent. You will need to turn in a
contact sheet of each roll to receive credit.

PHOTO PRINT SETS: 
There will be three Photo Print Sets required this semester. These will be an opportunity to demonstrate technical and
create abili!es, and to expand upon the themes of the weekly shoo!ng assignments. The requirements for each of these
image sets will be presented in class, and students will have mul!ple lab sessions to complete each set before being
presented to the class in a formal cri!que.

WRITTEN WORK:
Upon comple!on of each of the Photo Print Sets and in prepara!on for each cri!que, the student will be asked to create
an ar!st statement reflec!ng on their work. An ar!st's statement is a short wri!ng that offers insight into the images by
describing your crea!ve process, philosophy, vision, and mo!va!on. Its goal is to enlighten, engage and provide insight
about an artwork.

In addi!on to the wri"en ar!sts statements, students will be asked to complete short wri"en responses to assigned
readings, and topics of discussion.

CRITIQUES AND PARTICIPATION:
The primary purpose of each of the three cri!ques is to provide a detailed analysis and evalua!on of the artworks
presented. It is also an opportunity to prac!ce the language associated photography. Each student is expected to
contribute to the discussion. In fact, your par!cipa!on grade is based in part on your willingness to join in during the
cri!que. If you are absent from a cri!que your project will be marked late. (–20 pts) There will be no opportunity to make
up the points lost for missing a cri!que. Students are given a grade for each cri!que. 50% of the grade is based upon
par!cipa!on during the cri!que, and 50% is based upon overall class par!cipa!on up to that point. 

COURSE CREDIT HOUR INFORMATION: 
In the interest of providing sufficient !me to accomplish the stated Course Learning Outcomes, this class meets the PLNU
credit hour policy for a 3 unit class delivered over 15 weeks. It is an!cipated that students will spend a minimum of 37.5
par!cipa!on hours per credit hour on their coursework. For this course, students will spend an es!mated 112.5 total
hours mee!ng the course learning outcomes. The !me es!ma!ons are provided in the Canvas modules

ATTENDANCE: 
PLNU ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
Regular and punctual a"endance in all classes is considered essen!al to op!mum academic achievement. If the student is
absent from more than 10 percent of class mee!ngs, the faculty member can file a wri"en report which may result in de-
enrollment. If the absences exceed 20 percent, the student may be de-enrolled without no!ce un!l the university drop
date or, a%er that date, receive the appropriate grade for their work and par!cipa!on. See  Academic Policies  in the
Undergraduate Academic Catalog.

CLASS ATTENDANCE POLICY: 
A"endance is required. You are allowed 2 unexcused absences. Each addi!onal absence will result in a 10 point deduc!on
from your final par!cipa!on grade. If you are absent, you are responsible to find out from your peers what informa!on you
missed. If you arrive more than 5 minutes a%er the start !me or leave more than 5 minutes early from a required class
session, you will be marked late. If you miss 30 minutes or more of a required class session, you will be marked absent. 3
late arrivals or early departures equal one absence.

Excep!ons to the a"endance policy will only be made in the event of a family emergency, illness with a doctor's
verifica!on, or something of an unexpected, urgent nature which is out of your control. Family vaca!ons, weddings, work
schedules, and or travel/flight schedules are not valid excuses for missing a required class session or exam. Excessive
absences may result in you being dropped from the course.

1–2 unexcused absences:  no effect
3–5 unexcused absences:  –10 percentage points from par"cipa"on grade, for each unexcused absence beyond 2
6+ unexcused absences:  Withdrawal from course, or failure if a#er last day to drop
5+ minutes late:  Tardy
30+ minutes late:  Absent
3 Tardy:  Absent

GRADING POLICIES: 
SEMESTER GRADES: 
Final semester grades are based on a percentage of points accumulated in weighted categories throughout the semester. If
class sessions must be canceled due to events out of the instructor's control such as illness, natural disaster, etc., the point
total may be reduced, but the percentage assigned to each category will remain the same. 

FINAL GRADE BREAKDOWN:

40%: Weekly Photoshoot Images (300 pts.)

30%: Cri!que Image Sets (300 pts.)

10%: Par!cipa!on (60 pts.)

10%: Homework (points may vary)

10%: Wri#en Work (50 pts.)

GRADE SCALE:

A = 93 – 100% of possible points 
A- = 90 – 92% of possible points 
B+ = 87 – 89% of possible points 
B = 83 – 86% of possible points 
B- = 80 – 82% of possible points 
C+ = 77 – 79% of possible points 
C = 73 – 76% of possible points 
C- = 70 – 72% of possible points 
D+ = 67 – 69% of possible points 
D = 63 – 66% of possible points 
D- = 60 – 62% of possible points 
F = 0 – 59% of possible points

INDIVIDUAL PROJECT GRADES: 
While grading works of art is subjec!ve, I try to approach each student’s work as fairly and objec!vely as possible, taking
into account each of the student’s circumstances and abili!es. Projects turned in late will receive an automa!c 20 pt.
deduc!on. You will then have one week from the due date to turn it in. A%er one week you will receive an F for that
project. On-!me means that it is uploaded to Canvas by the due date before the assignment closes. All homework
assignments must be turned in through Canvas to receive credit, and will not be accepted late.

Individual work will be graded using the following 5 categories. Rubrics will be provided for each major project.

Meets  Project Objec!ves
Composi!on/Visual
Cra%smanship/Technical
Concept/Crea!vity
Individual Effort

MATERIALS AND SAFETY: 
Prac!cing studio safety is a combina!on of four factors: having knowledge of the materials you are handling,
understanding the environment (space) in which you are working, being aware of emergency procedures, and prac!cing
common sense in any given situa!on. While the majority of the black and white chemicals are in the range of non-toxic to
slightly toxic to most people, black and white developers are in the range of slightly toxic to toxic, especially if these
developers or are ingested, inhaled or come in contact with bare skin.

Please follow these rules for handling photo chemicals in the lab. It is vital to your health that you follow these rules! We
all want you to stay healthy and live a long, produc!ve life as an ar!st.

These guidelines are not designed to produce paranoia but to ensure that you have a long and safe adventure in
uncovering the many possibili!es that are available in the realm of photography. Remember that your eyes, lungs, and skin
are porous membranes and can absorb chemical vapors. It is your job to protect yourself. 

BASIC PHOTO CHEMISTRY SAFETY

Keep all chemicals off your skin, out of your mouth, and away from your eyes. If you get any chemicals on your skin,
flush the area immediately with cool running water.
You must use tongs when processing black and white paper. The only place you may use bare hands is to remove
prints from the water bath or to wash prints. Developers are toxic, especially if absorbed through the skin over long
periods of !me.
Only an instructor or student aid (who has received the proper training) may mix chemistry. If you need chemicals
mixed, seek out the instructor.
Clean up any chemical spills immediately! Wipe up with paper towels, cleaning un!l you are certain the chemicals
are gone. Chemistry dries, turns to powder, gets on clothes and books, and then into your lungs or absorbed into
your skin.
No ea!ng or drinking in the lab.
Wash your hands thoroughly a%er your are finished in the lab.
Do not mix or pour chemicals at eye level, as a splash could be harmful.
Always pour acids slowly into water; never pour water into acids. Wear protec!ve eyewear when mixing acids.
Avoid touching any electrical equipment with wet hands. 
Keep your workspace clean and uncontaminated.
If you have any pre-exis!ng health problems, seek medical advice before a"emp!ng any chemical process in
photography.
Remember, people have varying sensi!vi!es to chemicals. If you have had allergic reac!ons to any chemicals, you
should pay close a"en!on to the effects that darkroom chemicals have on you, and you should be extra careful
about following all safety procedures.

HAZARDS POSED BY PHOTO CHEMISTRY

BLACK AND WHITE DEVELOPERS Hazards: Skin and eye irritants. Can cause allergic reac!on and allergic
sensi!vity. Especially hazardous in stock mixing stage. Precau!ons: To mix stock solu!ons wear goggles and gloves.
Use gloves when mixing working solu!ons. Avoid skin contact with powders and solu!on.
STOP BATH Hazards: Concentrate is highly toxic by skin contact, inhala!on or inges!on. Con!nued inhala!on of
working solu!on can cause severe sinusi!s and bronchi!s. Precau!ons: Only lab assistants and instructors can mix
stop bath. Always measure water first, and then add acid. Always pour acids slowly into water; never pour water
into acids. Do not mix or pour chemicals at eye level, as a splash could be harmful. Wear protec!ve eyewear when
mixing acids. If you splash stock solu!on on skin, flush immediately and thoroughly with cold water. If you splash
stock in eyes, flush immediately and fi%een minutes with cold water and seek immediate medical a"en!on.
FIXER Hazards: Not significantly hazardous, although may cause irrita!on of skin and allergies. If splashed on skin
rinse thoroughly with cold water. If splashed in eyes flush immediately and for fi%een minutes with cold water and
seek medical a"en!on.

WHAT TO DO IN CASE OF THESE EMERGENCIES:

INHALATION OF CHEMISTRY: get person to fresh air, and send someone for the school nurse.
INGESTION OF CHEMISTRY: no!fy the instructor immediately, he will call poison control and tell them what the
person ingested and follow their direc!ons to help the person. DO NOT induce vomi!ng unless poison control tells
you to.
CHEMICALS SPLASHED INTO EYES: Immediately flood the eyes with cold water and con!nue to flood them for
15 minutes. Seek medical a"en!on immediately.
CHEMICALS SPLASHED ON SKIN: Immediately flood skin with water un!l chemical is washed away. Seek medical
a"en!on immediately if you sense you need it, or if any change in skin condi!on occurs.

REQUIRED TOOLS AND MATERIALS:
You do not need to have these items un"l a#er we have discussed this list on the first day of the course

35mm SLR Camera

120 Black & White Film

1 roll of Ilford FP4 Plus (or Kodak T-Max 100)
2 rolls of Ilford HP5 400

* Addi!onal film may be required depending on skill level of student.

35mm Black& White Film (not needed un!l a%er 1st cri!que)

1 Roll Ilford FP4 Plus (or Kodak T-Max 100) 
1 Roll Ilford HP5 400
1 Roll Ilford Delta 400 (or Kodak Tri-X Pan 400)
1 Roll Ilford Delta Professional 3200 (or Kodak T-Max p3200)

*Addi!onal film may be required depending on skill level of student.

An Addi!onal 4-6 Rolls of Black and White Film (35mm, 120mm or other)*

* There are other films that can be a lot of fun to play with and available through Freestyle Photo and B&H Photo

Ilford Mul!-Grade RC Paper (Gloss, Sa!n, Pearl or Ma") or other (Arista) variable (Mul!-grade) contrast papers (gloss)

Ilford Mul!-Grade FB Paper (Gloss, Sa!n, Pearl or Ma") or other Fiber Bases papers. (not needed un!l a%er 1st cri!que) 

* You may purchase these in packets of 25 sheets and replace as needed or you might share a packet of 100 with
another student (this would be more economical).

Nega!ve Storage Box (or 3 Ring Binder)

File Pages for Prints (you may split with a classmate)

File pages for Nega!ves (both 35 and 120) (you may split with a classmate)

Seal Dry Mount Tissue (pack of 25- you may split with a classmate)

Mat board- Pre cut 11x14 boards (as needed).

 

Recommended Equipment

A set of Ilford Mul!-grade Filters
Hand Towel
Gloves (if you have sensi!ve skin)

CLEAN UP: 
Art, by its nature, is a messy process. It is important that you clean up a%er yourself. This includes the classroom and
anywhere else that you might work. These are areas that we all share and use, so be courteous and leave your work area
as clean or cleaner then you found it. If you habitually neglect to clean up a%er yourself your final grade will be affected.

1st Offense = Warning / 2nd Offense = 1 tardy / 3rd or more = absence for each offense

GENERAL POLICIES AND EXPECTATIONS:
Arrive on !me and be prepared to par!cipate in all class ac!vi!es, projects, discussions, and cri!ques.
A"end every class and work diligently.
Dress appropriately for class.
Bring all necessary tools and supplies.
Early or late exams/quizzes will not be administered.
Late homework assignments will not be accepted.
Coming to class unprepared is the same as an absence.
Work done by someone else is considered chea!ng/plagiarism, and University Policy will be enforced.
You are expected to purchase the required text and materials.

PHONES AND ELECTRONIC DEVICES:
Students should remain focused and engaged during class.
Phones must be silenced and placed in a designated phone bin during class. 
Headphones are not allowed during class.
Unauthorized use of electronic devices for non-course-related ac!vity is prohibited.
Repeated viola!ons of these policies may result in an absence.
If you have an emergency or special circumstance, arrangements must be worked out in advance with the
professor.

1st Offense = Warning / 2nd Offense = 1 tardy / 3rd or more = absence for each offense

 

 Quick Links to Resources

Ne!que"e Guidelines | Help Resources & Technical Support | Technology & System Requirements | Canvas Guide
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