Sociology Program
Data collected and use of data

Closing the Loop — Summary Analysis, Curriculum Adjustment, and Program Improvement

Summary of Data collected/ Analysis of Findings:

Present and discuss the results of the assessment conducted. Provide conclusions based on analysis of the data.
Please include discussion on how and who reviewed the data.

PLO 1: Understand society, social behavior in groups and society

Our students did not fare well on the ETS Field test. In fact, we failed to meet the goal of 50% of
students scoring at or above the 50 percentile. Forty percent, 4 of 6, scored at or above the 50% with 2
additional students scoring just below at 47 and 48 percentiles. Suggesting our students are close to
meeting the departmental goal.

However when we disaggregate the scores we did achieve the departmental goals for areas we actually
address in the curriculum. Scoring at the 51% percentile for Research Methods, 53 in multiculturalism,
54" in social institutions, 52" Gender, and 51 globalization. Indicating the data do not necessarily,
assess our program well.

PLO 2: Develop competency in social research and social analysis

All students successfully completed senior a thesis.

PLO 3: Prepare students for post-graduate education

One student applied and was accepted into the masters program of their choice.
PLO 4: Prepare students for employment

In the process of assessing. The only student taking internship in sociology received rave reviews,
although the organization did not have any paid positions available.




Use of Results (Recommendations and Planning Change):

Describe any changes that are going to be made based on the assessment process or result for this academic
year or proposals submitted to GSC or APC based on this year’s assessment results. If no changes were found
necessary, please state this.

PLO 1: Understand society, social behavior in groups and society

The department extensively discussed the assessment results. In prior years we make minor curricular
changes particularly to SOC 476 to improve the outcomes on the ETS in particular. This year we
guestioned the validity of the ETS Several questions emerged out of our discussion and consultation
with Mary Allen:

First, does the ETS really assess what we teach? Our students do score better in areas that are a part of
our curriculum.

Second, there are no direct ties to a student’s evaluation; thus we question if there is any motivation to
succeed.

Third, the majority of the students, 6 of 10, taking the ETS were criminal justice majors, not general
sociology majors. Their curriculum is much more focused.

PLO 2: Develop competency in social research and social analysis
The department is in the process of developing rubrics to increase the reliability and validity of the
assessment of the senior thesis.

PLO 3: Prepare students for post-graduate education

The majority of sociology majors do not pursue graduate education in the field. In recent years, all of
the students interested in graduate school have been accepted in their desired fields. We have
discussed creating a resource for students interested in graduate education.

PLO 4: Prepare students for employment
We are in the process of developing and implementing an alumni survey. It will be completed by the

end of the summer and implemented in fall 2012.

Our measures do not really address our desired learning outcomes. As indicated above we are in the
process of revising our learning outcomes and will develop more appropriate measures in the coming
year.




