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Department/School: Sociology and Social Work 

 

Proposal I:  Create a new course, SOC444 Globalization and Culture (3) to be added to upper division 

electives for the Concentration in Sociology, the Sociology minor, and the minor for Sustainability  

Studies.  

 Catalog Copy Course Offerings 

Total Course Additions: 1 0 

Total Course Deletions:  0 0 

Total Units Added:   3 0 

Total Units Deleted:   0 0 

Staffing increase/decrease: n/a None  

 

Rationale:  The course has been taught twice as a Special Topics in Sociology (SOC 490).  The course has 

proved to be popular with registrations of 18 in 2006, 14 in 2008 and 13 in 2010.   Globalization and 

Cultures serves well as an upper division elective for sociology majors.  It has been added to the 

sustainability minor.   Additionally, the course has been paired with ECO315 Theories of Economic 

Development as a pilot project for interdisciplinary student involvement; the School of Business has 

encouraged their students into this course as it fits well with the International Development Studies 

major.   

Course Description (Catalogue Copy): 
 
An exploration of the history, nature and trajectories of globalization with particular attention to people 
groups on the margins.  Rooted in ethnographic accounts of how the dominant political and economic 
systems affect those that have least access to power and wealth, this course critically examines the 
cultural patterns and social structures associated with globalization and the creative resistance that 
follows. 
 
Topics include: 

 The Nation-State and the Culture of Capitalism 

 Markets and the Modern Multinational Corporation 

 Consumption of Commodities and Services 

 Communication in an Increasingly Interconnected World 

 Population Growth and Movement 

 Hunger, Poverty and Economic Development 

 Environment and Global Consumption 

 Disease, Health and Human Rights 

 Globalization and Gender 



 Global Social Movements 

 The Fate and Resistance of Indigenous Peoples 

 Tourism: Economic Development, Neo-colonialism or what? 

 Christianity, Islam and the Myth of the Secular 

 Globalization as Parody of Christian Catholicity 
 
Student Learning Outcomes: 
 
At the completion of this course students should be able to: 

 Demonstrate a multifaceted appreciation for the complexity of the globalization debate as it 
affects the poor  

 Articulate a critical understanding of the culture of capitalism from an anthropological and 
theological perspective 

 Delineate which social structures perpetuate inequities in the modern world system and how 
these structures are changing 

 Articulate the impact of globalization and global institutions on people who live on the 
margins 

 Articulate a range of ways people on the margins embrace and resist globalization 

 Critique solutions proposed for global social problems from a sociological perspective 


