
Course Syllabus 
Psychology 440-1 

Psychology of Religion 

Spring 2019 
Wednesday 4:15-7:50pm in Taylor 314
Semester Units: 4 
Instructor: G. Michael Leffel, PhD, Professor of Psychology 
Office: Culbertson Hall 
Office Phone: (619) 849-2278 
E-mail: michaelleffel@pointloma.edu

(;OURSE DESCRIPTION AND DESIGN 

This course is, first, a survey of some of the "hot topics" and "great debates" in the 
Psychology of Religion and Spirituality (Division 36, American Psychological 
Association). Second, it is a more focused study of a sub-field within the psychology of 
religion known as the psychology of spiritual transformation. 

The purpose of each class session is to highlight selected topics from the required 
readings and to supplement this material with related ideas. Students are responsible for 
all assigned readings, whether or not discussed in class. A "graduate style" discussion 
format will be used in the course. Each student is expected to have read the assigned 
reading.for class discussion (Reading Schedule below), and be prepared to think together 
about the reading in class. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION 

A. Attendance and Weekly Reading Responses (40%)
For Weeks 2-7 you will complete and turn-in two (2) Reading Responses (explained in
class). These reading responses help you prepare for class discussion and for the Mid­
term Exam. They are also a record of your attendance. Attendance each time is 5 pts;
your Discussant Reading Response is graded 0-10 pts; and your non-discussant Reading
Response is graded 0-5 pts. Please see Attendance Policy below.

B. Mid-term, Final, and Virtue Paper (60%)
There will be a take-home Mid-Term Exam, take-home Final, and a group project Virtue
Paper/Presentation ( explained in class).

Mid-Term: 
-------

Final: 
-------

Virtue Paper: Virtue Presentation: 
------ --------

Wednesday, May 1 at 4:30





Required Texts:
The Human Condition by Thomas Keating
University Reader for SP19 PSY440



PLNU Mission
To Teach ~ To Shape ~ To Send

Point Loma Nazarene University exists to provide higher education in a vital Christian community 
where minds are engaged and challenged, character is modeled and formed, and service is an 
expression of faith. Being of Wesleyan heritage, we strive to be a learning community where grace is 
foundational, truth is pursued, and holiness is a way of life.












