
Course Syllabus 
Psychology 410-1 

Issues in Psychotherapy-Theology Integration 

Fall 2018 
Wednesday 4: 15-7:50 Taylor 105 
Semester Units: 4 
Instructor: G. Michael Leffel, PhD, Professor of Psychology 
Office: Culbertson Hall 
Office Phone: (619) 849-2278 
E-mail: michaelleffel@pointloma.edu

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND DESIGN 

The University catalog describes this course as: A more detailed study of issues in the 
integration of theological insights and psychotherapy approaches within the therapeutic 
setting. Includes an overview of the historical relationship between religion and 
psychotherapy, differing models of the therapeutic relationship, and various models for 
integrating psychotherapeutic theory with theological issues. 

The purpose of each class session is to highlight selected topics from the required 
readings and to supplement this material with related ideas. Students are responsible for 
all assigned readings, whether or not discussed in class. A "graduate style" discussion 
format will be used in the course. Each student is expected to have read the assigned 
reading/or class discussion (course Schedule below), and be prepared to think together 
about the reading in class. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION 

A. Attendance and "Great Divorce" Reading Response (20%)
Each week you will complete and turn-in a Reading Response to one of our texts, The 
Great Divorce (explained in class). These Reading Responses help you prepare for class 
discussion, and they provide a record of your attendance. Attendance each time is 3 pts, 
and your Great Divorce reading response is graded 0-7 pts, for a total of 10 pts. each 
week. Please see Attendance Policy below. 

B. Reading Discussion Guide Summary (30 % )
Additionally, approximately every THIRD week you will complete and turn-in a 
summary/response to this week's reading. These Discussion Guide helps you prepare for 
class discussion, and for the Mid-term and Final Exams. We will use your summary as a 
guide to class discussion. Discussion Guide is graded 0-10 pts. 

C. Mid-term(s) and Final (50%)

There will be two (2) in-class essay exams (15% each) and a take-home Final Exam 
(20%). 

Exam 1: Exam 2: ------- -------
Final: -------
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PLNU Mission⍟ 

To Teach ~ To Shape ~ To Send 

Point Loma Nazarene University exists to provide higher education in a vital Christian 

community where minds are engaged and challenged, character is modeled and formed, and 

service is an expression of faith. Being of Wesleyan heritage, we strive to be a learning 

community where grace is foundational, truth is pursued, and holiness is a way of life. 

FINAL EXAMINATION POLICY⍟ 

Successful completion of this class requires taking the final examination on its scheduled day. 

The final examination schedule is posted on the Class Schedules site. No requests for early 

examinations or alternative days will be approved. 

NOTE:  The following policies are to be used without changes: 

PLNU COPYRIGHT POLICY ⍟ 

Point Loma Nazarene University, as a non-profit educational institution, is entitled by law to use 

materials protected by the US Copyright Act for classroom education. Any use of those 

materials outside the class may violate the law. 

PLNU ACADEMIC HONESTY POLICY⍟ 

Students should demonstrate academic honesty by doing original work and by giving 

appropriate credit to the ideas of others. Academic dishonesty is the act of presenting 

information, ideas, and/or concepts as one’s own when in reality they are the results of another 

person’s creativity and effort. A faculty member who believes a situation involving academic 

dishonesty has been detected may assign a failing grade for that assignment or examination, or, 

depending on the seriousness of the offense, for the course. Faculty should follow and students 

may appeal using the procedure in the university Catalog. See Academic Policies for definitions 

of kinds of academic dishonesty and for further policy information. 

 

http://www.pointloma.edu/experience/academics/class-schedules
http://catalog.pointloma.edu/content.php?catoid=18&navoid=1278
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