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School of Theology and Christian Ministry
CMI635 Christian Scripture

3 Units

Spring 2018
Christian Scripture: Eyes to See and Ears to Hear
Instructor: Dr. Kara Lyons-Pardue
Phone: 619.849.2989

Email: karalyons-pardue@pointloma.edu (mailto:karalyons-pardue@pointloma.edu)

PLNU Mission
To Teach ~ To Shape ~ To Send

Point Loma Nazarene University exists to provide higher education in a vital Christian community where minds
are engaged and challenged, character is modeled and formed, and service becomes an expression of faith.
Being of Wesleyan heritage, we aspire to be a learning community where grace is foundational, truth is
pursued, and holiness is a way of life.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

An exploration of the literature and theology of the Christian canon with special attention to its ancient contexts
and significance for contemporary Christian ministry.

In addition to your online course work there will be a week long intensive face-to-face session that runs from
February 5-9, 2018.

MASTERS OF MINISTRY PROGRAM

The Master of Ministry program is designed to educate and accommodate students who live at a distance
(often in ministry assignments). In addition to online course work there will be a week long intensive face-to-
face sessions. The curriculum has a strong emphasis on both academic rigor (preparation for possible
continuation of graduate studies) and practical ministry.

The degree is designed around four central emphases which are highlighted in the core courses:

Christian Formation
Christian Scripture
Church in Mission
Christian Tradition



Each of these courses is paired with a course that focuses on ministry practice.

Prior to completion of the thirty-six (36) required units for the PLNU Master of Ministry degree, students will
have the option to request of the Office of Records that the PLNU degree not be posted, allowing the maximum
number of units to be utilized toward the completion of the Master of Divinity degree as outlined in the
partnership agreement between PLNU and Nazarene Theological Seminary.

PROGRAM LEARNING OUTCOMES
Students who successfully complete PLNU’s Master of Ministry program will be able to:

1. Incorporate Christian formation in the local congregation and the life of the candidate;

2. Interpret Scripture especially as related to preaching and teaching in the local church;

3. Explain the nature, mission, and social context of the Church, especially as related to ecclesial practices
and leadership of the pastor in the local congregation; and

4. Analyze theology, ethics, and Church history, especially as related to the Wesleyan tradition in
contemporary ministry.

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES
Students who successfully complete this course will be able to:

1. Articulate the inspiration and authority of Christian Scripture (PLO 2 & 3)

2. Apply methods of interpretation appropriate to selected books, texts, and genres of Christian Scripture.
(PLO 2 & 4)

3. Evaluate the unity of Scripture in its witness to Christ (PLO 2 & 4)

CREDIT HOUR INFORMATION

In the interest of providing sufficient time to accomplish the stated Course Learning Outcomes, this class meets
the PLNU credit hour policy for a three-unit class delivered over eight weeks. It is anticipated students will
spend a minimum of 37.5 participation hours per unit of credit on their course work. The time expectations for
this course are shown below":

Distribution of Course Hours

Assignments Total Hours

Required Reading 40
Online Discussions & Groups 17
Reading Quizzes 3
Assignments 18
Week Long Intensive 32
Final Project 6

Total 116

REQUIRED TEXTS

(A: refers to the Amazon price for new book, winter 2017)



1. An academic study Bible (NRSV translation) with the Apocrypha — SEE options below.
Why NRSV? Because it is a very close translation (more literal than—not necessarily better than—the NIV)
and, honestly, it is unfamiliar to most evangelicals. Reading the Bible in a translation that is unfamiliar can
spark new insights and cause us to rethink our well-worn assumptions.

2. Justo L. Gonzalez, Santa Biblia: The Bible through Hispanic Eyes (Abingdon, 1996); ISBN 0687014522 A:
$17

3. Michael Gorman, Elements of Biblical Exegesis: A Basic Guide for Students and Ministers (Revised
Edition; Baker, 2009); ISBN 0801046408 A: $19

4. Michael Gorman, editor, Scripture and Its Interpretation: A Global, Ecumenical Introduction (Baker, 2017);
ISBN 0801098394 A: $24

5. Brad E. Kelle, Telling the Old Testament Story: God’s Mission and God’s People (Abingdon, 2017); ISBN
1426793049 A: $25

6. Samuel M. Powell, A Teacher’s Guide to Understanding the Scriptures (Beacon Hill, 2012); ISBN
0834128845 A: $7

RECOMMENDED STUDY BIBLES/TOOLS

1. The People’s Bible (NRSV w/Apocrypha), Eds.: Deyoung, Gafney, et al (Fortress, 2008); ISBN 0806656255
A: $27.
Select this Bible if you're interested in encountering a diversity of cultural perspectives and contributions
from many persons of color. The approach is generally protestant and academic. Some of its datings and
historical decisions are not explained in detail, but are within the scholarly mainstream.

2. The New Interpreter’s Study Bible (NRSV w/Apocrypha), Ed.: Harrelson (Abingdon, 2003); ISBN
0687278325 A: $31
Select this Bible if your primary interest is the theological and literary aspects of the texts. The book
introductions will also include historical information, but its primary goal is elaborating the significant
messages for the church.

3. The New Oxford Annotated Bible (NRSV w/Apocrypha), Eds.: Coogan, Brettler, et al (4”‘; Oxford University
Press, 2010); ISBN 0195289609 A: $28
Select this Bible for a greater focus on the historical-critical aspects of the text. Introductions to books often
include a variety of scholarly perspectives on items of debate (authorship, dating, integrity).

4. Tool for Gospel study: Synopsis of the Four Gospels, Revised Standard Version (Revised ed.; American
Bible Society, 2010); ISBN 1585169420 A: $25

5. Brent A. Strawn, The OId Testament is Dying: A Diagnosis and Recommended Treatment (Baker, 2017);
ISBN 0801048885 A: $21

*A note about assigned textbooks: Neither you nor your professor will ultimately agree with everything stated in any one of these
books or in the comments on a Bible. Their inclusion among assigned or suggested readings is not tacit approval. It is, however, an
encouragement to engage new opinions and expertise (as is the case with most reading). For why would we read if books could only

tell us what we already believe or understand?

Point Loma Nazarene University, as a non-profit educational institution, is entitled by law to use materials
protected by the US Copyright Act for classroom education. Any use of those materials outside the class may
violate the law. All supplemental materials posted on this course site (including articles, book excerpts, or other



documents) are provided for your personal academic use. These materials may be protected by copyright law
and should not be duplicated or distributed without permission of the copyright owner.

ASSESSMENT AND GRADING

Your grades will be posted in Canvas Grades no later than midnight on Tuesday of each week beginning in the
second week of this course. It is important to read the feedback provided in Grades and on your papers
returned during our face-to-face meetings as these comments are intended to help you improve your work.
Final grades will be posted within ten days of the end of the class. Multiple measures of evaluation are used in
the course, allowing students opportunities to demonstrate their learning in more than one way, and giving
consideration to individual learning styles.

Given that this is an English-language class, all submitted assignments must be written in English.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Course components that will be evaluated include:

1. Discussions
Each week students will participate in online discussions with classmates, which are related to the week’s
readings. These discussions replace the interactive dialogue that occurs in the traditional classroom
setting. Discussions represent 20% of the overall course grade.

2. Reading Quizzes
Reading quizzes are due throughout the online portion of this course. These quizzes will provide an
opportunity for students to critically reflect on their own learning processes and demonstrate their
understanding of the reading material. Reading Quizzes represent 10% of the overall course grade.

3. Group Devotional Project
Participation will include attendance during the week long intensive, workshop participation, and
contributions to the open discussions and completed group devotional project. Group Devotional Project
represents 20% of the overall course grade.

4. Written Assignments
There is a written assignment due in Weeks One through Week Eight of this course. These assignments
must reflect college-level writing and critical thinking. Assignments represent 25% of the overall course
grade.

5. Final Project
The final project for this course is a summative assignment providing you with the opportunity to apply all
you have learned and demonstrating you have met the course learning outcomes. The Final Project
represents 25% of the overall course grade.

Grade Scale

Standard Grade Scale Based on Percentage of Points Earned




A B C D F
A93-100 B+ 87-89 C+77-79 D+ 67-69 F<59
A-90-92 B 83-86 C 73-76 D 63-66

B- 80-82 C-70-72 D- 60-62

* Only grades of C- or better will count toward program GPA.
*A cumulative program GPA of 3.0 or higher is required to graduate.

ATTENDANCE

Regular and punctual attendance is considered essential to optimum academic achievement. As a student in
this course, you will have a minimum attendance requirement of three days each week. This means you will
need to log into Canvas and post an assignment or response on at least three days in each week. Any day
missed below this minimum requirement will count as an absence. Students may be dropped from the course if
two such absences are recorded during the class and will be dropped if four such absences occur or if a
student fails to attend class in any given week.

For the week-long intensive portion of the class, attentive attendance is expected. Because breaks for food,
stretching, and bathroom visits will be scheduled into our day, other breaks are to be kept to a minimum.
Additionally, it is suggested that you disable wifi and/or minimize your internet browser during the class, if you

must use a laptop _(http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-learning-secret-don-t-take-notes-with-a-laptop/)

. Our "wired" brains _(http://academicearth.org/electives/internet-changing-your-brain/) are too readily

distracted _(http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/08/20/how-distracting-are-laptops-in-

class/)_; being present is more than being in the room.
INCOMPLETE AND LATE ASSIGNMENTS

All assignments are to be submitted by the due dates posted. There will be a 10% reduction of possible points
for each day an assignment is late. If missing assignments result in the failure to meet learning outcomes, this
instructor may give up to a letter grade reduction on the final grade in addition to the loss of points for missing
work. No assignments will be accepted after midnight on Sunday night, the last day of class.

While there are due dates for weekly assignments, you are welcome to post your work earlier in the week. In
our discussions, late work means that others may not have the opportunity to respond to your comments. It
also means that you will not have the benefit of as much interaction with other students as you will have if your
assignment is posted on time. If you know you will be away on the day your assignment is due, please post
your work before you leave.

Assignments will be considered late if posted after midnight Pacific Standard Time on the day they are due.
INCLUSIVE LANGUAGE

The School of Theology and Christian Ministry is committed to the equality of women and men. Recognizing
that people have often used the English language in ways that imply the exclusion or inferiority of women, the
school urges students, faculty, and staff to avoid sexist language in public discourse, in classroom discussion,
and in their writings. Thus, terms like “man” or “mankind” or the pronoun “he,” should not be used to refer to all
humans. Instead “humanity,” “humans,” and “he or she” better acknowledge women as full persons.



ACADEMIC HONESTY

Students should demonstrate academic honesty by doing original work and by giving appropriate credit to the
ideas of others. As explained in the university catalog, academic dishonesty is the act of presenting
information, ideas, and/or concepts as one’s own when in reality they are the result of another person’s
creativity and effort. Violations of university academic honesty include cheating, plagiarism, falsification, aiding
the academic dishonesty of others, or malicious misuse of university resources. An instructor who believes a
situation involving academic dishonesty has been detected may assign a failing grade for a) that particular
assignment or examination, and/or b) the course following the procedure in the university catalog. Students
may appeal using the procedure in the university catalog. See Academic Policies
(https://catalog.pointloma.edu/) for further information.

Academic Honesty Verification

During the last week of class, you will be asked to submit an Academic Honesty Verification statement.
Submitting the Statement is a requirement of this course.

By submitting the Academic Honesty Verification statement, you will be verifying that all assignments done in
this course were completed by you.

Carefully review the Academic Honesty Verification statement below. If you have any questions, please ask for
clarification. The form you will submit looks like this:

Academic Honesty Verification
In submitting this form, | am verifying that all the assignments done in this class were completed by me and
were my own work.

| hereby affirm that | have followed the Academic Honesty Statement in this course.

Please type in your full name.

© Point Loma Mazarene University - 2014

ACADEMIC ACCOMMODATIONS

If you have a diagnosed disability the Center for Student Success (CSS) within the first two weeks of class to
demonstrate need and to register for accommodation by phone at 619.563.2810. You may also ask your
academic advisor or program director for any additional accommodation information.

SPIRITUAL CARE

Please be aware PLNU strives to be a place where you grow as whole persons. To this end, we provide
resources for our graduate students to encounter God and grow in their Christian faith. There are resources
for your Christian faith journey available at the Graduate & Professional Student Spiritual Life web page.

(https://www.pointloma.edu/opportunities/graduate-professional-student-spiritual-life)_

USE OF TECHNOLOGY



In order to be successful in the online environment, you'll need to meet the minimum technology and system
requirements; please refer to the Technology and System Requirements.

Problems with technology do not relieve you of the responsibility of participating, turning in your assignments,
or completing your class work.

Course Summary:

Date Details

Mon Jan 8, 2018

Wed Jan 10, 2018

Thu Jan 11, 2018

Sun Jan 14, 2018

Tue Jan 16, 2018

Fri Jan 19, 2018

Sat Jan 20, 2018

Tue Jan 23, 2018

Thu Jan 25, 2018

[E» WKA1: Introduce Yourself
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247149)

[E» WK1: Group Discussion - Greetings (schedule) and PICK your
General Passage for Group Devotional Project
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247148)

[E» WK1: Writing Assignment: Self-Inventory for Bible Readers
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247154)

[E» WK1: Netiquette Quiz
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247128)

[E» WK2: Discussion: Contexts for understanding Scripture's
Patriarchs
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247147)

[E» WK2: Group Discussion: Preparation for Group Devotional:
Passage Selection, Boundaries, and Literary Contexts
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247146)

[E» WK2: Reading Quiz
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247132)

[ WK2: Group Devotional Preparation Assignment: Passage
Boundaries and Context
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247155)

[ WK3: Group Discussion: Preparation, Translation: Key Words
and Concepts
(https://canvas.pointioma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247144)

@ WK3: Discussion: Biblical Prophecy and the Prophetic Impulse

Today (https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/264667)

due by 11:59pm

due by 11:59pm

due by 11:59pm

due by 11:59pm

due by 11:59pm

due by 11:59pm

due by 11:59pm

due by 11:59pm

due by 11:59pm

due by 11:59pm



Date Details

[E» WK3: Reading Quiz

Fri Jan 26, 201
Jan 26, 2018 (https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247131)

due by 11:59pm

[ WK3: Group Devotional Preparation Assignment: Translation -
Sat Jan 27, 2018 Key Words and Concepts due by 11:59pm
(https://canvas.pointioma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247156)

[ WK4: Discussion: Lament, Censoring, and Interpreting
Scripture with an Eye to Genre due by 11:59pm
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247145)

Tue Jan 30, 2018
[ WKA4: Group Discussion: The Message: Putting Together
Historical and Theological Themes due by 11:59pm
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247142)

[E» WK4: Reading Quiz

Fri Feb 2, 2018
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247135)

due by 11:59pm

@ WK4: Group Devotional Preparation Assignment: The Message -
Sat Feb 3, 2018 Putting Together Historical and Theological Themes due by 11:59pm
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247157)

[E» Mid-Course Survey
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247178)

Sun Feb 4, 2018 due by 11:59pm

[ WKS5: Group Devotional Assignment
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247158)

Mon Feb 5, 2018 due by 11:59pm

[E» WKG6: Discussion: Acts, New Testament Letters, and a View
Tue Feb 13, 2018 from Margins due by 11:59pm
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247143)

[ WKG6: Pastoral Teaching on Social Location - Video Filming and
Wed Feb 14, 2018 Discussion due by 11:59pm
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247140)

[ WKG6: Reading Quiz

Sun Feb 18, 2018
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247134)

due by 11:59pm

[E» WKZ7: Discussion: Cultural and Spiritual Reading
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247139)

due by 11:59pm

Tue Feb 20, 2018
@ WKT7: Discussion: Revelation, Cultural, and Spiritual Readings
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247141)

due by 11:59pm

[E» WKZT: Pastoral Care on Questions of Canon or Apparent
Wed Feb 21, 2018 Scriptural Conflict - Filming Video and Discussion due by 11:59pm
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247138)




Date

Details

Fri Feb 23, 2018

Tue Feb 27, 2018

Wed Feb 28, 2018

Thu Mar 1, 2018

Fri Mar 2, 2018

Sun Mar 4, 2018

[ WK7: Reading Quiz *last one*
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247133)

[E» WKS8: A Sprint through the Canon
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247150)

@ WKS8: Discussion: The Cross and How Christians Image It
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247137)

[ WKB: Pastoral Exposition - Filming Video and Discussion
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247136)

[E» WKB8: Writing Assignment: Sentence Revision and Explanation

(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247159)

[E» Academic Honesty Verification Statement
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247130)

@ WKS8: Summative Writing Assignment on the Nature, Authority,
and Use of Scripture
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247153)

[E» Course Evaluation
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/247152)

[E Intensive Week: Wednesday Agenda
(https://canvas.pointloma.edu/courses/38444/assignments/266168)

due by 11:59pm

due by 11:59pm

due by 11:59pm

due by 11:59pm

due by 11:59pm

due by 11:59pm

due by 11:59pm

due by 11:59pm



