
ART2026 PHOTOGRAPHY: DIGITAL

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Art 2026 is an introductory level course in photography. This course focuses on using digital technolo-
gies for the application of contemporary image making. The coursework addresses the visual lan-
guage used to create, respond to, and evaluate the photograph as fine art. We will explore the various 
technology associated with digital photography such as the digital camera and using the computer as 
darkroom . In addition we will be examining the effective use of color in image making, exploring pho-
tography as a story telling medium and discussing the ethical issues surrounding image manipulation.

This class is an effort to make the most of your study abroad experience and rather than creating pho-
tographs as mementos, you will be creating pictures that speak of your travels in Europe and also are 
reflection of your unique life and world view. The class combines studio work and critique with a survey 
of the history of photography and theory. 
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Daily Images 
& Contact Sheets
Daily Images & Contact Sheet
Each day the students will be presented 
with a new photo assignment. These 
assignments are intended to advance 
the students technical and conceptual 
abilities. Each day you will be responsi-
ble for shooting at least 24 shots based 
on the assignment and then turning in at 
least one image and one contact sheet, 
along with a brief statement. These will 
be submitted digitally.

Written Work
Each student will be required to write 
two short writings. The first will be a 
1-2 page (12pt., double spaced) report 
developed for a photo

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 

Unless
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Archival Pigment Print
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LEARNING OUTCOMES

Students will...

Acquire technical skills such as the manual operation 
of camera, the ability to determine correct exposure 
settings, the ability to process RAW images using 
Adobe Bridge and Adobe Photoshop and create color 
prints.

Identify basic rules of picture composition and evalu-
ate photographs in terms of their technical control and 
visual content.

Articulate their motivations, conceptual intent, and 
feelings about the work they present in critique as well 
as offer constructive criticism to their classmate about 
the work they present at critique.

Discuss the ethical implications of creating digital pho-
tographic images

journalism assignment. This will be copy 
developed in tandem with a series of 
photographs that together tell a story.  
This assignment will develop your skills 
at telling a story with your camera as 
well as compare how both image and 
traditional narrative  communication. 

The second will be a series of artist’s 
statements developed for a series of 
images turned in for the midterm and 
final critiques. More details on these will 
be given in class.

Critiques
There will be two in class critique held 
during the course. These critiques offer 
the opportunity for a dialogue of con-
structive criticism that helps the artist 
to find the strengths and weaknesses 
of her work. Each student is expected 
to contribute to this discussion. In fact 
your participation grade is based in part 
on your willingness to join in during the 
critique. If you are absent from a critique 
or your images are not “critique ready” 
your work is considered late, and the 
highest grade you can receive for that 
project is a “C”. There is no way of 
making up the points lost for missing a 
critique.

REQUIRED EQUIPMENT
See required equipment handout

RECOMENDED READING
Photoshop CC (or CS6) book for Digital 
Photographers   By Scott Kelby  



ATTENDANCE
Due to the nature of travel, reservations, and being pre-
pared for the unexpected  students will be expected to be 
present and fully prepared for the day at arranged meet-
ing times and locations.  Failure to due so could cause the 
group to miss out on valuable time in some of the most 
amazing museums in the world, or , miss a train and have 
travel plans thrown off. Be On Time.

Just as if we were on campus, the following PLNU policy 
will be strictly enforced.

CELL PHONES & COMPUTERS
Under no circumstances are students to be making 
phone calls or texting during class time.  They are 
expected to be involved with what is happening in 
class, not at the other end of their phones.  Similarly, 
the use of the computer for non class related activity is 
not permitted. The following cell phone and computer 
policy will be enforced.

1st offence - verbal warning
2nd offence-verbal warning, marked tardy
3 or more - no warning, an absence for each offence

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY
Students should demonstrate academic honesty by doing 
original work and by giving appropriate credit to the ideas 
of others. Academic dishonesty is the act of presenting 
information, ideas, and/or concepts as one’s own when 
in reality they are the results of another person’s creativ-
ity and effort. A faculty member who believes a situation 
involving academic dishonesty has been detected may 
assign a failing grade for that assignment or examination, 
or, depending on the seriousness of the offense, for the 
course. Faculty should follow and students may appeal 
using the procedure in the university Catalog. See Aca-
demic Policies for definitions of kinds of academic dis-
honesty and for further policy information.

SAFETY
Please remember that we are away from the relative order and 
routine of campus. It is important that you be  responsible for 
your safety and the safety of the group. 
A copy of the Emergency Action Plan is provided in this book-
let. Familiarize yourself with it. We will discuss safety further in 
class.

“Irma the Bearer 
—Pictures of Garbage”
Vik Muniz, 2008–2011
 



GRADING METHOD

While the grading of art is necessarily subjec-
tive, I try to approach each student’s work as 
fairly and objectively as possible, taking in to 
account each of the student’s circumstances & 
abilities. Individual work will be graded on the 
following components

      •   Meets  Project Objectives
      •   Effort
      •   Composition
      •   Craftsmanship/Technical
      •   Concept/Creativity

A more specific breakdown of how individual 
projects are to be evaluated will be provided 
in a handout upon the introduction of each 
project. 

Assignments turned in late receive an auto-
matic one letter grade deduction. 
For each additional day the assignment is late 
an additional letter grade will be deducted.

GRADE BREAKDOWN

Final grades will be based on a total number of 
points accumulated during the semester, with 
a possible total of (approximately) 600 pts.

Daily Images/Contacts   300 pts. (30 each)
Participation                       100 pts. (50 & 50)
Critiques      200 pts. (100 each)

A = 93 – 100%   of possible points
A-= 90 – 92%   of possible points
B+= 87 – 89%   of possible points
B= 83 – 86%   of possible points
B-= 80 – 82%   of possible points
C+= 77 – 79%   of possible points
C= 73 – 76%   of possible points
C-= 70 – 72%   of possible points
D+= 67 – 69%   of possible points
D= 63 – 66%   of possible points
D-= 60 – 62%   of possible points
F= 0 – 59%   of possible points

Woman in Sun Dress, 
Cindy Sherman, 2003
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